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This study focuses on principles concerning the End Times and Last Days and 

avoids dealing with date setting. It’s not my intention to propose some sort of 
scenario that will lock us into accepting a view on the Last Days that will not allow 
ongoing revelation from the Holy Spirit. 
 
Some of the insights shared here will challenge many Christians because they do not 
fit the popular concept of either the Tribulation or the Rapture. 
 
It’s been said that the majority of the Messianic texts about Jesus weren’t fulfilled 
until the last 24 hours of his earthly life. If that’s so, then perhaps it’ll be the same 
about the End of the Age. Not until we’re either entering in or at the Last Days 
themselves will we understand some of the more difficult End Time texts.  
 
Let’s be open to the ongoing revelation of the Holy Spirit our Teacher. If our traditions 
or dearly loved doctrines get knocked to and fro as a result, then so be it. It’s time to 
stand for truth. Sometimes we’re not as open to God as we think we are! 
 
Often it’s a religious spirit that will rise up in anger and 
condemnation when our pet theories are challenged. 
Quite rightly it’s been said that “God offends our mind to 
reveal our heart.”  
 
Think of some occasion when one of your dearly held 
theories has been challenged by someone. Inside of us a 
righteous indignation will rise up and display itself. How 
often we bite back without thinking the issue through, let 
alone judging and discerning it correctly according to the 
Word of God. 
 
I have found this in my own life a number of times, but because I’ve been challenged 
by others to commit myself to Truth I’ve learnt the hard way by having to go away 
and really think things through. Having done this and progressively learnt how to 
correctly discern the Word of God, I’ve come to a place where Truth means more to 
me than reputation.  
 

__________ 
 
 
So many teachings on this subject set out a rigid viewpoint concerning The End of 
the Age. But however correct teachers and preachers believe they might be about 
this subject, it’s obvious that they can’t all be right – some of them have got to be 
wrong! 
 
For this reason it’s wiser to stand back and tread cautiously into this area. It would be 
great presumption indeed to think we have it all sewn up no matter how close to the 
End we are. Yet even having said this, God has given us these Scriptures because 
they are important to understand. Otherwise why would He have had them included 
into the canon of Scripture in the first place? 
 
 

 

God will 

offend the 

mind 

in order 

to reveal 

the heart 
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So we come to a place that holds many mysteries, but at the same time is an 
“unveiling”. For that’s what the Greek word “Revelation” means (apocalypse = an 
unveiling). Despite all the variations regarding the Books of Daniel, Ezekiel and 
Revelation there is surely only one interpretation and that’s the true one. 
 

__________ 


For centuries Christians have delved into the depths of these apocalyptic books but 
either because of denominational doctrine, pride in their own methods, or even being 
far distant from some of the events themselves, they haven’t presented an accurate 
interpretation.  
 
And so the Body of Christ has floundered on many views that have stalled us from 
arriving at God’s intended understanding. Yet those who are alive at the very End will 
begin to see these Scriptures in a new light.  
 
It won’t be new doctrine but simply new light shed on the subject. Revelation insight 
gained directly from the Lord Himself. And be warned, it will certainly bring 
consternation to some who’ve been locked into rigid thought patterns relating to the 
End. 
 
This is where I stand in this teaching. I admit I’m predisposed to a certain viewpoint – 
who’s not?  But I haven’t taken this stand because of any denominational ideology or 
because I want to identify with any certain group. I truly believe I’ve arrived at this 
interpretation of the Last Days because God led me there! 
 
As boastful as that might seem, I need to say it. Just like so many others, years ago I 
trotted out certain texts at times because I wanted to support a certain End Time 
scenario. But in all honesty I knew deep down they weren’t supportive of the Truth. 
 
In this study I want to be as honest and as open as possible. I’ve found that there 
have been a few ongoing changes in my view over the years as I’ve learnt to 
accommodate fresh insights. Some people find this kind of change threatening. 
However I encourage you to be open to further revelation concerning the Last Days. 
It would be foolish indeed to think we have a handle on all of this! The greatest 
danger now is to lock ourselves into too tight a viewpoint. 
 
For instance it amazes me how many Christians still use a verse like Luke 17:34-
36 knowing full well that the text says nothing whatsoever of which group is taken 
away and which is left. The text just doesn’t say either way!  
 
But some End Time teachers jump to a predisposed view and say it’s the Christians 
who will be taken away, simply because it fits their doctrine of the Rapture. But the 
verse doesn’t support that view. In fact the text is ambiguous here; it doesn’t say who 
is left and who is taken!  
 
Let’s be honest about our use of Scripture! 
 


 "I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one bed: the one will be taken and the other will be 

left. Two women will be grinding together: the one will be taken and the other left. Two men will be in the 
field: the one will be taken and the other left." 
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While in exile in Babylon Daniel read in the Prophet Jeremiah that 70 years would 

pass before Israel could return to their land. This was the key to understand the 
prophecies, and Daniel was given wisdom to both see it and apply it. As in this and 
all issues relating to Truth, there are certain keys to be understood. This is especially 
so regarding the End Times. It’s been the very ignorance of these that has caused so 
much error and confusion in the past. 
 
So, what keys are there that will give us the necessary understanding to correctly 
divide the Word of God? 

 

 

Some Keys of Understanding 
 

  1. Having correct insight to the overall purpose of God. 

 
In other words, what is God’s ultimate purpose for us? Is it simply to 
live a Christian life and go to Heaven?  

  We can’t know the End unless we also know the Beginning. 
 

2. Know that there are recurring patterns throughout Scripture that 

continually reinforce certain truths.  
 

Look for these patterns and be willing to understand the principle of 
Biblical Typology, only applying to the texts what is obvious elsewhere 
in Scripture. 

 

3. Don’t force the texts to fit. There are some End Time things that 

will not be revealed until we’re closer to the actual events themselves. 
 

4. Rely on general principles rather than specific issues, particularly 

in regard to date setting. A good overview is better than minute 
details. 

 

  5. Learn to re-read Scripture in a fresh way, not relying too heavily 

 on what man has taught in the past. 
 

Easier said than done, but a vital way of discovering revelation 
insights. This is a discipline that only the Holy Spirit can impart: seek 
Him in the matter! 

 
Using a fresh unmarked Bible will help. Also consider reading from a 
variety of good translations, especially Hebrew/Greek transliterations.  
(You won’t need to know Hebrew or Greek because the precise 
English translation is given – but the insights are remarkable!). 

 

6. Be cautious of reading too much into Scripture through the 

eyes of the age in which you live. Almost in every century people have 
thought they were the very last generation and have formulated beliefs 
to fit those views. 
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Genesis is the “seed bed” of all Biblical doctrine. What you find scattered       

throughout the rest of the Bible you will find in embryonic form somewhere in the 
Book of Beginnings, Genesis. It alludes to every truth contained elsewhere in 
Scripture. This is the basic principle of the entire Bible.    

 
That which has been is what will be, That which is done is what will be done,  

And there is nothing new under the sun.  
Eccl 1:9   

 
This is an important key in understanding truths about the Last Days. Many teach on 
the subject by beginning with the Book of Daniel for example, and try to work from 
that vantage point. However the problem is that they haven’t laid a foundation on 
which to build. Unless we see the Book of Genesis to be the bedrock of prophetic 
principles we’ll never crack the code of symbolism and meaning found in the 
apocalyptic books of Daniel, Ezekiel and Revelation. Let's look at some of these 
principles comparing the Book of the Beginning (Genesis) with the Book of the End 
(Revelation). 

Table of Parallels 
Genesis compared to Revelation 

 

Text Event 

Genesis 2:4  A heaven and an earth are created 

Revelation 21: 1 A new heaven and a new earth come forth 

Genesis 2: 7 Man’s comes from the dust 

Revelation 20:6 Man rises from the dust (compare Daniel 12:2) 

Genesis 2:8-10 A garden with a river and a tree 

Revelation 22:1-2 A garden with a river and the tree of Life 

Genesis 2:18-22 The first Marriage of a man and woman 

Revelation 19:7 Last marriage of Groom and Bride 

Genesis 3:1-5 The Serpent that deceives appears on earth 

Revelation 20:2 & 7-8 The great deceiving Dragon re-appears 

Genesis 3:21 The Lord clothes man 

Revelation 19:8 Man arrayed in fine linen 

Genesis 1:26 / 2:7 The First Adam is a son of God (compare Luke 3:38) 

Revelation 2:18 The Last Adam is the Son of God (compare 1 Cor 15:45) 
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In the Greek version of the Old Testament, commonly called the Septuagint (LXX), 

the Rabbis divided the book of Genesis into ten sections each starting with the 
phrase “these are the beginnings”. Prophetically understood these ten sections are 
like lamps shining on End Time events from the distant past.  
 

The Ten Sections (Part A) 
Relating the Beginning to the End 

 

Section  Theme Related truth 

1 
 

Genesis 
Chapter 2 

THE EARTH 
it’s Beginning  

and End  
 

 Throughout Scripture there is an ongoing 
interplay between two types such as the 
Beginning and the End of a matter. This 
culminates in the Book of Revelation reviewing all 
that has happened since the Beginning in the 
Book of Genesis. 

 Notice also that there are two cities, two 
kingdoms, two women, two marks in the 
forehead, two resurrections, two lions, two types 
of angels, etc. 

 What was initiated in the Beginning in a 
microcosm will be played out at the End in 
macrocosm. 

 

2 
 

Genesis 
Chapter 5 

MAN,  
his Beginning 

and End.  
 

 Adam was “a son of God” made in His likeness 
and out of him came a son called Seth who 
began a godly line in contrast to his brother's 
ungodly line (the Cainites); note the two-fold 
typology again. 

 Both the godly and ungodly lines will reap their 
own due rewards in the Last Days, just as in the 
First Days they willingly chose their own path. 

 Enoch the seventh son from Adam was raptured 
and is a symbol of the Last Day’s Sons of God 
who also will be “raptured”. 

 

3 
 

Genesis 
Chapter 6 

NOAH,  
a sign from  

the Beginning  
of the End.  

 

 Jesus used this historical figure as a symbol of 
what would be seen at the End of the Age. 

 By using Noah as a sign of the End Jesus was 
reinforcing the principle that the Beginning of 
things speaks of what will happen at the End. 

 

4 
 

Genesis 
Chapter 10 

BABYLON,  
its rise at the  

Beginning and  
fall at the End. 

 Babylon is a symbol of the worldly system of 
religion, politics and economy. It has its 
beginnings at Babel and continues on throughout 
history. 

 In Revelation it finally falls under the judgement 
of the Lord and is destroyed forever. 
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The Ten Sections Continued 
(Part B) 

 

Section  Theme Related truth 

5 
 

Genesis 
Chapter 11 

THE EARTH 
is repopulated 

introducing a new 
Beginning  

 
 

 In the days of Noah a flood swept away the 
wicked and the righteous repopulated the 
earth. 

 At the End of the Age (“as in the days of 
Noah”) once more the wicked will be swept 
away and the righteous shall inherit the earth. 

6 
 

Genesis 
Chapter 11 

ABRAM, 
a pattern of the 
deliverance of  

the Wife 
 

 Abram’s wife is taken into the house of 
Pharaoh but God sends plagues to free her. 

 In Revelation plagues come again to deliver 
the Bride of Christ. 

 

7 
 

Genesis 
Chapter 25 

ISHMAEL,  
the carnal man  

contends with the 
righteous man from 
the very Beginning. 

 

 Ishmael is a type of the carnal man who sets 
himself against God and the righteous. He is 
of Egypt, a symbol of the world and all its 
carnality. 

 He has always persecuted the “son of 
Promise” Isaac, and will continue to do so 
right into the very Last Days. 

8 
 

Genesis 
Chapter 25 

ISAAC,  
a righteous one from 

the Beginning. 

 The two sons of Abraham, Isaac and Ishmael 
exist side by side, but in conflict. 

 The “sons of the Promise” will exist side by 
side with the Ishmaelites until the Day of 
Reckoning by the Lord. 

9 
 

Genesis 
Chapters 
25 – 27 

ESAU,  
a despiser of the  

birthright from  
the Beginning. 

 Esau did not honour God’s pattern of the 
firstborn and sold his inheritance.   

 In the Last Days many will act like Esau (also 
called Edom) and reject their birthright and 
even seek to kill the chosen ones of God.  

 The way of the flesh and the way of the Spirit 
culminates in the Book of Revelation. 

10 
 

Genesis 
Chapter 28 

JACOB,  
a Father of the  
Tribes from the  

Beginning. 

 Jacob wrestles with the Lord and is named 
Israel. 

 From him come the 12 sons and later the 12 
tribes, all of whom are prophetic of the Last 
Day’s people of God. 

 In the Book of Revelation the names of the 
Sons and Tribes are engraved on the 
Heavenly Jerusalem, which is the City and 
People of God at the End of the Age. 
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The preceding tables give us insight to a key of understanding the 

overall picture of End Time events.  But let’s note that there isn’t 
just one key that will give us the whole picture. Rather there seems 
to be a number of keys that are all joined together much as a set of 
keys hang together on a key ring. 
 
This is probably the most apt picture of how to understand the 
mysteries surrounding the Last Days.  I would think it’s wisdom to 
cast your eye over a variety of interpretations rather than dogmatically lock yourself 
into one view. 
 
Most studies on the End Times set out a framework that the author rigidly sticks to, 
and woe betide anyone who disagrees!  I’ve never been able to accept that approach 
as I firmly believe the Lord gives us a number of ways of looking at the picture. 
 
To change the metaphor, God shows us the same event by looking through a 
different number of windows. Depending on where you stand at the time will dictate 
to you the angle you’re viewing the overall scene. 
 
For this reason it’s wise to incorporate a number of keys in our quest to understand 
the End Times. 
 

__________ 

 
 
We’ve already seen one key as outlined in the Table of Ten Sections (figures 2 and 
3 on pages 9 and 10). 
 
Another key of understand is in seeing how the Book of Revelation can be 
interpreted through the events of the Exodus and the Passover.  
 
At the heart of this particular key is the notion that the people of Israel were 
forerunners of the Ecclesia, particularly the End Time people of God.  
 
So we will see that the Last Days saints parallel the Israelites at the time of the 
Exodus. Following on from this concept it’s easy to see that the Antichrist 
corresponds to Pharaoh and the Egyptian world system. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The word “Church” is not used in the New Testament at all. Instead the original Greek word is 

(Ecclesia) literally meaning “a calling out”.  Christians are the “called out ones”. The word 

“church” comes from the English and German kirke which in turn comes from the Babylonian name for 
the goddess Circe. The worshippers of this goddess gathered in a circle, their object of veneration 
thought to be the Sun. The English translators of the Bible chose “church” (circe) to describe the 
assembling of Christians rather than the quite acceptable word ecclesia.  
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The relationship between Exodus and Revelation has been noted by Bible scholars 

for some time, and will prove to be an important key in understanding the principle 
that “was has been shall come again”. 
 

Exodus as a key to Revelation 
Note these parallels 

 

The Exodus event The Revelation parallel Last Day’s meaning 

Egypt enslaves Israel The world system ensnares  
the people of the earth  

There will be an increase in an  
attempt to control and enslave 

The Israelites The End Time People  
of God 

There will be a sifting to determine 
those who are really “of Israel” 

The land of Goshen Those sealed by God End time protection 

Deliverance by blood  
on the doorposts 

Saved by blood of the  
Lamb, Jesus Christ 

The blood of the Lamb will  
gain increased prominence 

God appoints two prophets, 
Moses and Aaron 

The two Witnesses  
appointed and sent forth 

The witness of the Word and the 
Spirit shall come forth 

Plagues come upon Egypt Plagues sent upon the ungodly This is the wrath of God not Satan 

Pharaoh The Antichrist The Antichrist spirit is unleashed 

Pharaoh hardens his heart 
again and again 

The kings of the nations harden 
their hearts toward God 

There’ll be an increased distinction 
between those who love God and 
those who continue to rebel 

Deliverance through  
Red Sea 

Deliverance at the place  
of tribulation 

The rapture is a deliverance not  
an escape 

Egyptian army  
pursue Israelites 

Antichrist’s army pursues  
Israel 

Hosts of Satan will increase their 
persecution against the saints 

Pharoah’s army defeated Nations will be defeated  
at Armageddon 

Final defeat of Satan is assured  
according to this pattern 

Joshua takes the people into 
the Promised Land 

Jesus (Joshua) leads us  
into the eternal promises 

There is a promise and rest yet to 
enter and only Jesus/Joshua can 
lead us in 

Figure 4 
 
 

These are some of the parallels that exist between the events of the Exodus and 
those that will happen during the period described in Revelation. God has given the 
example of the Passover and Exodus to encourage those who at the end of the age 
will face a similar scenario. In Exodus we are seeing a rehearsal for what will happen 
again in the Last Days. Rather than seeing the events of Revelation as terrifying and 
despairing, we are being told by the Lord those days will be full of hope and purpose 
– if we have eyes to see and a heart to understand! 
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The Book of Revelation is probably the most used text in relation to understanding 

the End Times. Although the books of Daniel and Ezekiel both have vital truths 
relating to our understanding of eschatology, it’s the Book of Revelation that is the 
most widely quoted and debated text. Throughout history Christians have held 
different theories on what the symbolism in Revelation actually means. Out of this 
has risen four basic views on what the Book is trying to tell us. 
 
The four are: 

 

the Praeterist or fulfilled view 

the Historicist view 

the Futurist view 

the Idealist view 

 
 

 The Praeterist school of interpretation believe that the prophecies in the Book of 
Revelation have already been fulfilled in the past. For example the seven plagues 
and judgements all happened in various forms during the early years of the Ecclesia. 
The seven letters were written to seven actual assemblies and the contents literally 
applied to them. Most traditional denominations hold this view. 
 
The Historicist view holds that the Book of Revelation is a kind of prophetic picture 
of what the Ecclesia will have to endure throughout history. From the Day of 
Pentecost until Jesus returns the people of God will go through many persecutions. 
Finally however Jesus will return and the Millennium will be established. Linked with 
this view is the idea that the seven letters are symbolic of seven different ages of the 
Ecclesia throughout history. Each letter is supposed to represent a particular age 
with a certain characteristic to it. For example, we are now supposed to be in the 
Laodecian Age with its warnings about lukewarmness.  
 
The Futurist believes that most of the prophecies in Revelation are yet to be fulfilled. 
The various times suggested in Revelation (and the Book of Daniel) are regarded as 
literal. They do however believe that the seven letters were actual literal letters 
addressed to historic assemblies. The Beast, the Rapture, the plagues, the Antichrist, 
etc are all accepted as literal characters and events yet to occur. There are minor 
differences when the Rapture will take place. Some believe it will be before the 
Tribulation starts (Pre-Trib), others half way through (Mid-Trib), and yet others at the 
end of the Tribulation period (Post-Trib). Most Pentecostal and Evangelical 
denominations hold this school of thought. 
 
The Idealist view believes the Book of Revelation isn’t about actual events at all, but 
rather instructs us about certain principles of God as He deals with us throughout 
history. In our continuing battle with evil we can find comfort and instruction on how 
to deal with evil in all its forms. This view however does take into account there will 
be an actual Second Coming of Jesus sometime in the future. Although it does have 
a victorious thread running through it. This view is usually held by those who are 
uncomfortable with some of the more fanciful date-setting and interpretation of 
symbols common in the Futurist school. 
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 Most teaching on Eschatology focuses on the Book of Revelation and treats it as 

a chronological timetable for End Time events. However the Book may not be a 
calendar of events at all. There have been suggestions that the first part of the Book 
views the End Times from the vantage point of earth, while the latter part is how 
things are seen from Heaven. The trick therefore is not to confuse the two. 
 

__________ 
 

Some treat the Book almost entirely symbolically, while others have a mixture of the 
symbolic and literal, sometimes chopping and changing at will, just to suit their 
particular End Time doctrine!  
 
For example in Revelation chapter 13 verse 11 there is the reference to a Beast 
coming out of the earth with two horns like a lamb and who speaks like a dragon. 
Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like a 
lamb and spoke like a dragon. Obviously this must be symbolic, as there is no living 
creature like this. (Ofcourse in the demonic realm they might truly exist!)  But then in verse 16 
we find the famous reference to the “mark of the Beast”, without which you 
supposedly cannot buy or sell. Some commentators say verse 11 is symbolic but that 
verse 16 is literal!  
 
What they don’t say is by what rules of interpretation they chop and change. There 
must be a consistent order of interpretation, but a lot of commentators and teachers 
jump all over the place treating some passages as symbolic and others as real life 
events whenever it suits their pet theories. 
 
This approach lacks consistency.  We need to have more integrity when we deal with 
the Word of God. This is especially so when trying to discover the “code” of 
Revelation. 
 

__________ 

 
 

As well there are people saying that the “mark of the Beast” will be 
a computer chip implanted in the right hand or the forehead. They 
say humans will eventually be forced to take this mark whereby 
governments can totally control us.  Of course there is some 
evidence of this already; many dogs and cats now have microchips 
implanted in their skin instead of wearing a nametag on their collar.  
But does this mean the same will happen to us and thus fulfil 
Revelation 13, 16? 
 
However some commentators say that the mark is purely symbolic 

just like the rest of that chapter. They believe that the “mark” on the right hand 
symbolises the antichrist government’s attempt to control our livelihood; the “hand” 
standing for “work or labour”. The mark on the forehead would stand for an attempt to 
dictate to our thoughts.  
 
This kind of interpretation is quite valid, bit it’s not popular amongst many believers 
today. The “excitement” of the literal view seems to have gained more favour. 
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The trouble is that we have seen animals with implanted microchips in their bodies, 
so it could be a lead-up to a human version of this, therefore fulfilling Revelation 13, 
16.  But it could also be a smokescreen. 
 
I’ve often wondered about these popular views of Revelation.  
 
Are they truly warning us of something that will really happen, or is it a bit of a red 
herring to get our attention off the real issue? We need ongoing wisdom from the 
Holy Spirit to make right judgements about these things.  
 
A good caution to heed is: don’t let the newspaper headlines dictate Scripture to you. 
A lot of Christians try to read into Scripture what they saw on the TV news last night! 
It’s true that from time to time we’re likely to see the media give substance to what 
we’ve read in the Word, but it will only confirm what we’ve already read – not 
interpret it, which is what some popular End Time teachers tend to do. This can 
particularly be the case regarding the politics and events of the state of Israel. 
 
 

_________ 


Next we’ll look at how the Book of Revelation has been interpreted over the centuries 
with special emphasis on the contemporary scene. For some Christians this might 
seem just to add to the confusion, and I had thought of dropping the next section out 
altogether. 
 
But that would’ve just kept us in ignorance, it’s better to face the issue and become 
aware of how other believers see the Book. Having done that hopefully we can then 
come to a more reasoned approach in making our own minds up. 
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We now come to one of the fundamental issues dealing with understanding the 

Book of Revelation in particular. And this deals with how the Book, its symbols and 
overall meaning are interpreted. 
 
There are three basic views of interpretation, and the adherents of these views have 
often been less than gracious in propagated them. Fellowships have split over the 
matter, men and women of God have been ousted from their denominations, and 
books are continually being written to “prove” such and such interpretation is the 
correct one. The average Christian almost gives up in despair in an attempt to 
decode the Book and often opts for the most popular view current at the time. 
 
There has been an appalling lack of integrity in some quarters over correctly dividing 
the Word (2 Tim. 2:15).  For example, one of the most popular views of “the Rapture” 
has gained a foothold simply because it was the most widely spread interpretation, 
finding its way into popular study Bibles. It was almost a case of “good publicity pays 
off”. 
 
We will look at the history of this a little later – the truth may well surprise if not shock 
you! 
 
Needless to say there can only be one correct version, and that’s God’s. 
 
Many have asked why good Bible believing scholars and teachers disagree so 
strongly on the subject of the End Times. They ask, how can there be so many 
differing views? Why isn’t it obvious which one is actually the truth? 
 
Obviously we accept that God is not a God of confusion, and that He certainly hasn’t 
given us three or four versions to chose from. There must be only one view of the 
End Times, so why is it so difficult to find it? 
 
Satan has had a field day in sowing seeds of disorder, winds of confusion and 
doctrines of lies in order to stop the Ecclesia from seeing the truth of the matter. 
 
But I believe that in these final hours the Holy Spirit will teach us what God actually 
says about the whole thing. It will require us to have a gentle spirit, a receptive heart 
and integrity in dealing with the Word. We will need to put aside anything that doesn't 
line up with the clear Word of God and jettison it. Much humility is going to be needed 
by us all as we are taught again by the Holy Spirit regarding the days that are 
coming. 
 
God doesn't want us in confusion in that Hour. He will reveal to us all that is 
necessary for faith and perseverance. Remember that much may not be evident to 
us until the event is almost upon us!  
 
How great is the need for having a teachable spirit! 
 


The very same thing happened with the contest over which video format would win the day, the Beta 

system or the VHS format. The Beta is still a far superior version but VHS won the day due to strong 
publicity and aggressive marketing. Likewise with two recent modern translations of the Bible, the New 
King James and the New International Version. The NIV had a widespread marketing policy that was 
willing to lose millions through saturation publicity. The NKJ publishers couldn’t match that and behold 
NIV won the market and dollars of Christian consumers. This principle shows that the better “product” 
doesn’t always see the light of day. We need to learn from these lessons in relation to End Time 
interpretation and doctrines. 
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The three most common interpretations of the End Times and the Rapture, are known as 

the Pre-Tribulation, Mid-Tribulation and Post-Tribulation views.Below there are 
three charts that give an general idea of each school of thought. Bear in mind though that 
within these three views there are a number of alternative concepts over certain details. 












































 
This view believes that just before the Great Tribulation begins there’ll be a catching away 
(Rapture) of the saints from the earth. This is generally seen to be a “secret rapture” 
unseen by anyone. They will meet Christ in the air and go away to celebrate the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb in Heaven for 7 years. All the while on earth the Tribulation rages. 
After the 7 years are ended Jesus will return to earth accompanied by all the host of 
Heaven, bind Satan and begin the 1,000 year reign of peace called the Millennium. 
 
During the Tribulation the Antichrist will have power over the earth. He will bring what 
seems as true peace putting an end to all war, economic and social problems. This agent 
of Satan will bring peace between Jew and Arab, and he will make a covenant with the 
Jews. Half way through the 7 years he will break that agreement and set himself up as 
God in a rebuilt Temple in Jerusalem, and turn against the Jewish nation. 
 
During this time many will take the mark of the Beast and lose any possibility of eternal 
salvation. Others will refuse to accept the mark and be killed. Some will come into 
salvation during this time and become martyrs for the faith. Many Jews will also turn to 
Christ and there’ll be a great revival amongst them.  
 
Just when the Tribulation becomes almost too much to bear, Jesus will return to earth. 






There are other End Time views associated with the Return of Jesus Christ, and these are labelled Pre-

Millennial, A-Millennial, and Post-Millennial. See the Appendix A on page 62 for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Pre-Tribulation Rapture 

Rapture 
of the saints 

7 years 

The Great Tribulation period 

Jesus returns 
with the saints 

Figure 5 
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This view is similar to the previous one, with the main exception being the belief that 
the Rapture will take place half way through the Tribulation. Often this time is divided 
into the Lesser and Greater Tribulation periods, with the latter being a time of great 
testing for lukewarm believers and those who come to salvation during that period. 
 
It’s believed that Christians will generally find it difficult but still possible to live out 
their faith during persecution in the first three and a half years. However when the 
Antichrist breaks his covenant with Israel half way through, all hell will break loose. 
 
At the Rapture the Sun is darkened and the Moon gives no light. At this point Satan 
is cast down to the earth. Jesus comes in the clouds and raptures the saints.  
 
Jesus and the raptured saints dwell in the Heavens for the next three and a half 
years, while the Antichrist takes control on earth. Antichrist then breaks his covenant 
with the Jews and turns against them in great wrath.  During this period there is a 
purification of the End Time believers as they are tested by the persecution. A 
refining of faith takes place. 
 
At the conclusion of the full seven years Jesus returns with His armies and destroys 
the Antichrist and his forces. Satan is now cast into the Pit for 1,000 years and the 
Millennial kingdom begins on earth. 
 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Tribulation Rapture 

Rapture 
of the saints 

Jesus returns 
with the saints 

Figure 6 

3.5 years 3.5 years 

Lesser Tribulation 
 

Greater Tribulation & time of Purifying 
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This view has some major differences compared to the previous two versions. One of 
these is the length of the Tribulation period; instead of seven years it’s three and a half 
years. 
 
This belief revolves around the view that the period of Tribulation consists of the last half 
of Daniel's 70 weeks. This is a prophetic period consisting of seven years of which the first 
three and a half had been initiated by Jesus’ earthly ministry. The remaining three and a 
half years will be completed at the End of the Age when the Last Days saints mirror the 
ministry of Jesus. So the first three and a half years of the seven years was begun by 
Jesus. Then the prophetic clock paused. At the End the Ecclesia will come to maturity and 
complete the final three and a half years, so fulfilling Daniel’s 7 years (prophetically 
described as 70 Weeks). 
 
The belief is that we will go through the Tribulation. Some lukewarm believers will be 
martyred but others will come to maturity and be protected from the wrath of the Antichrist. 
At the conclusion of this Jesus will come and “rapture” His people. Satan will be bound in 
the pit and the Millennial kingdom will be established. Those who came to maturity during 
this Tribulation period will reign with Christ on earth. 

Post-Tribulation Rapture 

The Great Tribulation period 
 

Figure 7 

Rapture 
of the saints 

3.5 years 
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Each of these three views also have variations within them, just to confuse us even 

more! So the representations on pages 19 to 21 are generalisations of those 
particular schools of thought. It seems that the more people delve into the Book of 
Revelation the greater the variations! How we need the truth of the matter.  
 
Our next focus will be on the controversial subject of Daniel’s 70 Weeks. 
Understanding just what these “weeks” are will be a major key in coming to grips with 
the overall picture of the Book of Revelation and the End Times. 
 
 



__________ 
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The Last Days 
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When we study the Messianic texts we find there’s only one Divine Measure of 

Time recorded in Scripture, and that’s the time frame called Daniel's 70 Weeks. 
Because many people want to get involved in “date setting” about the Return of 
Jesus, it can be quite a shock for them to realise there’s far less said about a time 
line than they might think. 
 
For this reason it’s important for us to consider just what Daniel’s 70 Weeks are 
about. Although thousands of Christians throughout the centuries have attempted to 
make the Time Frame fit their own view we’re still groping around trying to sort it all 
out.  
 
Even when some scholar seems to have sorted it all out, somebody else finds a 
Scripture verse that challenges that “neat little package”. And so it goes on. 
Somewhere there must be an answer – or is it that man’s pride has got in the way so 
much that we can’t see the obvious? 
 


 

Searching for Truth   
 
 
Here I could give you another set of charts outlining the different views on Daniel’s 70 
Weeks, but it probably wouldn’t do you much good. You’re probably already 
confused enough by the variations of the Rapture, Millennium, etc.  
 
After feeling just as frustrated as you over the conflicting views I was at a stage of 
putting the whole End Time thing on the back burner and just waiting until it all 
started to happen and then flow with what was going on at the time.  
 
But that would be neither honest nor prepared. The Lord warns us to be alert about 
this matter. 

But the end of all things is at hand;  
therefore be serious and watchful  

in your prayers. 1 Peter 4:7   
 
 

So I knew it was important to seriously consider the only Messianic Divine Time 
Frame recorded in Scripture. And that was ofcourse Daniel's 70 weeks. But which 
theory should I consider? 
 
I’ve found that when you diligently search for truth and revelation the Lord will always 
open a doorway.  Mind you, you won’t get the entire revelation straight away, but the 
door does open just far enough to shed light on the next step. As you commit your 
way to the Lord He will open the revelation further. It’s part of His purpose to see how 
serious we are in pursuing truth.   
 

It is the glory of God to conceal a matter,  

but the glory of kings is to search out a matter. Proverbs 25:2   
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Sir Isaac Newton 

 
 

A  surprising revelation for me came when I read about the 

famous 16th century scientist Isaac Newton.  Newton was 
responsible for the discovery of the laws of gravity, the 
invention of the calculus and much of the science behind 
optics. Some have called him the world’s greatest scientist. 
 
Not only was he a brilliant mathematician and scientist, but also a Bible believing 
Christian. In fact he wrote more on the Bible than he did on science, much to the 
annoyance of his fellow scientists of the day.  
 
Even now the science world thinks we could know more about science if Newton 
hadn’t “wasted” so much time studying the Bible!  
 
He spent endless hours in the study of Scripture. From the age of 12 right through to 
his death at 85 he devoured the Word of God, with a particular interest in prophecies. 
One of his masterpieces was a study on the Book of Daniel called Observations 
Upon the Prophecies of Daniel.  For a hundred years it was read, but then for the 
next two hundred copies sat on bookshelves or gathered dust in cupboards. However 
in 1991 it was reprinted as an exact reproduction of Thomas Jefferson’s own copy, 
now kept in the American Library of Congress.  
 
Sir Isaac Newton had gleaned an insight from Daniel about the famous “Time Line” of 
the 70 weeks. He believed prophecy was given for us to know that truly the Lord is in 
charge of history and to comfort us with the fact that the Bible can be relied on. Upon 
studying the Book of Revelation he came to the conclusion that probably only a 
handful of sincere seekers would come to understand its message until very near the 
end of the Age. 
 
 

__________ 
 
 
We have already looked at the traditional view of the End Times as outlined in the 
Pre-Tribulation concept (see page 19). Newton however offers quite a different 
approach based on his detailed study of Daniel chapter 9 verses 24-27. It is this 
unique view of the 70 Weeks that I will offer here as the interpretation which, I 
believe, has the most integrity. That doesn’t mean it’s the “correct” one but it does 
offer the most honest appraisal of Scripture. And since this great man of science 
pursued truth doggedly, it would be extremely unwise of us to ignore what he had to 
say about End Time truths! 
 
You are free of course to make up your own mind. I simple offer this as a serious 
contender for truth in the matter. Even if it doesn’t answer all the questions about the 
Rapture, the Millennium and End Times scenario, it does one important thing: it 
makes us stick to the accuracy of the Word and to make a stand using sanctified 
common-sense, with an interpretation based on integrity, not fanciful ideas! 
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The Vision of the Seventy Weeks 

 
Daniel Chapter 9 verses 24 to 27 

 
24  "Seventy weeks are determined for your people and 
for your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an 
end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and 
prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. 
 
25  Know therefore and understand, that from the going 
forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until 
Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-
two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, 
even in troublesome times. 
 
26  And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, 
but not for himself; and the people of the prince who is to 
come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of 
it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war 
desolations are determined. 
 
27  Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one 
week; but in the middle of the week he shall bring an end 
to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of 
abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even 
until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured 
out on the desolate."  (NKJV) 

 
 
This is the text at the heart of the debate. It describes the vision given to Daniel while 
he was in exile in Babylonian. In 605 BC God had allowed the Jews to be overrun by 
King Nebuchadnezzar because of their repeated idolatry and rebellion. Daniel was a 
youth at the time of the exile to Babylon where he served the various kings and 
princes at court. As an old man Daniel read in the Book of the prophet Jeremiah that 
God had set a limit of 70 years for the exile. 
 
Daniel knew the time was nearly up so he began to fast and pray for his people to 
repent. As he entered into deeper and deeper repentance and prayer the angel 
Gabriel appeared to him telling him that a period of “seventy weeks” had been 
determined for his people, not just “seventy years”. 
 
The Hebrew word for “weeks” is shabuwa or shabua literally meaning “sevened“, i.e. 
a week (specifically of years) seven, week (Strongs H7620). The word refers to a group 
or even groups, of seven things, depending on the context. 
 
Because Daniel was reflecting on the seventy years according to Jeremiah almost all 
scholars believe that Gabriel was speaking prophetically about a greater period 
based on the “seventy years”. So it would mean 70 sevens of years, that is a period 
of 490 years. 
 
 

 



 28 

The angel Gabriel spoke of four distinct periods of these “seventy weeks”. There 

were “sixty two weeks”, a period of “seven weeks”, and a shorter period of just 
“one week” which was divided into two halves. The word for “middle” means “at half” 
in Hebrew. A “week” is the equivalent of one seven year period. 
 

Understanding the Weeks   

 

Daniel 9: 24 Seventy weeks 70 x 7 = 490 years 

9: 25-26 Sixty two weeks 62 x 7 = 434 years 

9: 25 Seven weeks 7 x 7 = 49 years 

9: 27 One week A seven year period 

9: 27 Middle of the week Three and a half years 

 

 
"Seventy weeks are decreed for your people and for your holy city…”   

Daniel 9: 24 

 
The Hebrew word “decree” (chathak) actually means to “cut off or out from”. In verse 
24 we see a decree was given for Daniel’s “people” (= the Jews). But what were 
these 490 years to be “cut out” from? 
 
God has allotted to the nations of the earth a certain time frame in which they will 
exist. Out of all the centuries given for the existence of the gentile nations there 
would come a time when the Jewish people would be independent of (cut out from) 
gentile domination.  
 
Newton believed that all these nations would battle for supremacy and control over 
each other. Sometimes they would also rule over the Jewish people, but at other 
times the Jews would live quite independent of any gentile control at all. Newton 
worked out that the time period of Jewish sovereignty over her own affairs would 
amount to a total of only 490 years. 
 
According to Daniel the times of the gentiles began with the reign of Nebuchadnezzar 

and would last until the coming of the Messiah to reign on the earth (Daniel 7: 13-
14). Jesus referred to this period in Luke 21:24   

 
“And they will fall by the edge of the sword,  

and be led away captive into all nations.  
And Jerusalem will be trampled by gentiles  
until the times of the gentiles are fulfilled“. 

 
 

 

Figure 8 
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Newton understood that the 490 decreed years would only count as long as Israel 

was a recognised people group with its own capital and own political control. Despite 
the fact that the Jews were scattered to the far ends of the earth and were an 
identifiable people group, they were not “a people” during those years at all. The only 
time there were “a people” Biblically speaking, was when they had their own 
sovereignty and capital. 
 
Newton believed that each time the Jews lost their autonomy to the gentiles the 
prophetic clock paused until they once more regained sovereignty. This would 
happen many times and each time the prophetic clock measuring the 490 years 
would stop or begin again, depending on the circumstances surrounding Israel’s 
sovereignty. 
 
At the time of Gabriel’s prophecy to Daniel the Jews were ruled by the Babylonians 
and the angel said that the time decreed for those 490 years would not begin until a 
decree was issued declaring their autonomy. This finally happened in 586 BC when 
the Persians defeated the Babylonians. King Cyrus of Persia then gave a decree 
allowing the Jews to return to rebuild the Temple. The account of this is found in 2 
Chronicles 36: 22-23. 

 
22  Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the 
word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all 
his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 
23  Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of 
the earth the LORD God of heaven has given me. And He 
has commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem 
which is in Judah. Who is among you of all His people? 
May the LORD his God be with him, and let him go up! 

 
 

But Daniel’s prophecy had clearly said the city had to be rebuilt (Daniel 9: 25). 

Cyrus’ decree only allowed for the rebuilding of the Temple.  Nearly a hundred years 
later, in 445BC, Nehemiah sought permission from King Artaxerxes of Persia to 
return to Jerusalem and rebuild the city, its walls and gates. This was the decree that 
would  fulfil the word given by Gabriel. 
 

__________ 
 
Every word found in Scripture is there for a set purpose. In this case notice the 
historical details faithfully recorded in the Books of Nehemiah and Ezra. These fix the 
accuracy of the events. Why? So we could discern the exact year the decree was 
given and work out from that the 490 years declared to be Israel’s time until the 
Messiah established His kingdom. 

 
It happens to be the only date given in all of the Bible regarding  

the rebuilding of a city. Even in archaeology it’s accepted 
 that this date is one of the most accurate in ancient history.  

God has seen to it that this date of 445BC is to be regarded as a clear sign. 
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The insight that Isaac Newton had was this: 

 

               There would be two decrees issued to restore Jerusalem 
  

               There would be two Comings of the Messiah related to these 
 

 

The first decree was from Artaxerxes in 445BC. Newton saw that there would be 
“sixty two weeks” (=434 years) between the issuing of that decree until the First 
Coming of the Messiah (= Jesus’ birth). 
 

"Know therefore and understand,  
that from the going forth of the command  

to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince,  
there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks;  

the street shall be built again, and the wall,  

even in troublesome times. Daniel 9: 25 
 

The second decree would be when the giving of another order to restore Jerusalem 
occurred. This happened in 1947 when the UN gave a mandate for the Jews to 
occupy their homeland again. Newton believed that in between this declaration and 
the Second Coming of the Messiah there would be “seven weeks” or 49 years. 
 

Newton’s revelation 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 9 
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Remember that Isaac Newton lived 300 years ago, and in a time when Jerusalem 

as a city was in ruins, and the land of Israel was under Arab control. In the natural it 
seemed there was little possibility of it ever being restored. It was a forgotten land 
and a lost city. It had no political clout and many thought it had seen its last days.  
 
So when Newton believed that there would be a second decree to restore Jerusalem 
it was  certainly a faith step! He was going on nothing other than the Word of God. 
 
Many End Time teachers today have a far less impressive track record. Today we 
have the hindsight of the last 50 years since modern Israel was restored. We also 
have better archaeological proof than Newton concerning the dates of history – yet it 
seems no-one has come up with such a fine overview of the End Days as Newton, 
and that from a perspective of 300 years ago! 
 
 

__________ 

 

The traditional view of the 70 Weeks 

 
The “Seventy Weeks” is usually determined by adding together the 62 weeks and 7 
weeks of Daniel 9:25 with the final 70th week happening at the End of the Age. It’s 
believed that there was exactly 483 years in between the giving of Artaxerxes decree 
and the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem riding on a donkey. It’s also believed it 
was at this point that Jesus was acknowledged as the Messiah. This is the accepted 
prophetic interpretation of the 70 weeks. It seems to fit, and book upon book has 
been written to justify this position. Today this is the general Pentecostal and 
Fundamental view of the 70 weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Isaac Newton came up with the revelation that they are two distinct time periods, 
not one. He also believed that Jesus was Messiah from the moment of His birth, not 
becoming Messiah just when He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. He used Luke 2: 
11, Matthew 2:2 and Galatians 4:4  to justify his position. 
 

 

But the question has to be asked: 
why then did Gabriel divide the 
two time periods? There must 
have been a reason. 

There shall be seven weeks 
and sixty-two weeks 
 
Daniel 9: 25 
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His view is quite revolutionary compared to popular contemporary thinking on the 
subject. Even today most teach that Jesus became Messiah either at His entry into 
Jerusalem on the donkey or at His crucifixion (“This is the King of the Jews”). Newton 
believed it’s obvious that Jesus was God’s appointed Messiah right from His birth.  
 
Therefore he argued that the 62 weeks of Daniel 9:25 ends at Jesus’ birth and not 
at His triumphant entry or at the cross. The phrase “until Messiah” means until He 
first appeared, that is, at His birth!  
 
Verse 26 states that the Messiah shall be “cut off” after the 62 weeks has elapsed. 
This usual interpretation is that Jesus was “cut off” at his crucifixion, seemingly 
adding weight to the argument that Jesus became Messiah at His crucifixion. 
 
However Newton saw that the term “cut off” means to “make covenant” by the cutting 
of flesh. He believed that this verse refers to Jesus as the Covenant maker, and that 
his “cutting off” had nothing to do with his death but everything to do with His birth. 
(Compare Luke 2:21). 
 
 
 
 
 

26  "And (then) after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be 
cut off, but not for Himself; And the people of the prince 
who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The 
end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war 
desolation's are determined. 

 
 

The 62 weeks then began with Artaxerxes decree and concluded at Jesus’ birth. 
There is a time difference of approximately four and a half years between the dates 
of 445BC and 5BC and this is accounted for in Daniel 8:13-14. In this passage it’s 
prophesied that Israel will lose her autonomy for 2,300 days (approx. four and a half 
years) before sovereignty is restored. This happened when the King of Syria, 
Antiochus Epiphanes conquered the Jews. A revolt arose under the Maccabees 
zealots and freed Israel from their oppressor shortly after. 
 

Dan 8:13  Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another 
holy one said to that certain one who was speaking, "How 
long will the vision be, concerning the daily sacrifices and 
the transgression of desolation, the giving of both the 
sanctuary and the host to be trampled under foot?" 
14  And he said to me, "For two thousand three hundred 
days; then the sanctuary shall be cleansed." 

 
 
This is still celebrated by the Jews today as the Festival of Hanukkah on December 
24th. 
 
It’s amazing to see the detailed accuracy of the Word. 434 years from Artaxerxes 
until Jesus’ birth with four and a half years taken out due to loss of sovereignty. And 
all this prophesied beforehand!   
 

“Then” in the original 
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It was this truth that Newton had discovered. 
 

The traditional view of the 70 Weeks is to combine the “sixty two weeks” and the 
“seven weeks” and then to add the “final week” of verse 27.  
 

Daniel 9: 25 Sixty Two weeks 62 

Vesre 25 Seven weeks 7 

Verse 27 One week 1 

Verse 24 Total = 70 Weeks 

 
This seems to be a nice fit but it doesn’t allow for why Gabriel divided the 62 and 7 
week time slots. It also poses a problem when it comes to the “final week”. This “one 
week” of Daniel 9:27 is where traditional fundamentalism gets its idea that the 
Tribulation will last for 7 years. 
 
This final One Week is very important. If we don’t see why it’s important to 
understand that there are two distinct decrees to restore Jerusalem, and if we don’t 
get the time frame right, we can fall into a woeful unbalanced concept of what will 
happen at the End. 
 
If our view is twisted by incorrect discerning of Scripture we’ll make all sorts of 
decisions based on a falsehood. During tribulation that can mean the difference 
between life and death. 
 
So we need to re-read Scripture carefully, taking note of what it says without reading 
into it our preconceived notions of man’s teaching.  
 

 

_________ 
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The Antichrist 
 

Now we come to tackle the notion of the Antichrist and the peace treaty that he’s 
supposed to set up between himself and Israel. This is a key subject of popular End 
Time teaching, but it’s based on a misreading of the Word!  We’ll see that by wrongly 
interpreting the Word, complete false concepts can be taught as truth and so bring 
delusion. 
 
The text in question is Daniel 9:27. 
 

Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; 
but in the middle of the week he shall bring an end to 
sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations 
shall be one who makes desolate, even until the 
consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the 
desolate." 
 
 

The usual interpretation of this verse says that “he” is the Antichrist. It’s supposed 
that Antichrist shall make a pact or covenant with Israel for a seven year period. 
(Remember that prophetically speaking “one week” is 7 years.)  It’s then suggested 
that “in the middle of the week” he, the Antichrist, will break the peace treaty with 
Israel, turn on her and severely persecute the Jews. 
 
Traditional teaching of the past 90 years says that the covenant will be broken half 
way through the “week”, meaning at the three and a half year mark. Then either near 
the signing of the peace treaty or just when Antichrist is about to break it, the Rapture 
will occur. 
 
The breaking of this covenant with the Jews is seen as a major sign of the End. So 
when we see this peace treaty being signed we can know the Rapture is soon to take 
place and the Antichrist will finally be revealed to the world. So the traditional view 
goes. 
 
But that’s NOT what Scripture says! 
 
Remember that in Hebrew there are no capital letters. In regard to End Time events 
translators either put in capitals or leave the word as it is depending on their 
particular doctrinal stance. So let’s look closer at the offending verse.  
 

 

Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in 
the middle of the week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and of-
fering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes 
desolate, even until the consummation, which is determined, Is 
poured out on the desolate." Daniel 9:27 

Most modern translations 
have lower case here ren-
dering it as “he”. 

Who is this?! 
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Now ask yourself a simply question. Biblically speaking who is it who can make a 
covenant? Who is it that can bring an end to sacrifice. Who is it that can pour out 
judgment on the desolator? 
 
There is only one person who can fulfil all these things: Jesus Christ! The “he” is 
Jesus not the Antichrist.  
 
To support this we only have to look at the subject of the preceding four verses to 
see that the Messiah is the subject, not the Antichrist. Ordinary sanctified common-
sense says that if you’ve been talking about the Messiah in verses 24 to 26 then He’s 
also the subject in the following verse. 
 
It may surprise many Christians to discover that prior to the 19th century most, but 
not all, Bible scholars accepted the view that the “he” of verse 27 is in fact Jesus 
Christ. It’s really only the last 90 years that has produced the popularist view of the 
“he” being the Antichrist. Isaac Newton, Matthew Henry and other scholars of the 
past regarded the “he” as Jesus Christ.  

 
So, it was Jesus who made a covenant with Israel. It was He 
who brought sacrifice to an end. It will be He who will pour out 
judgment upon Satan the desolator. 
 

And notice that the Bible says nothing about breaking the covenant. Rather it says 
“he shall confirm (make strong) a covenant with many”. This is what Jesus did by 
His death, making strong a “new” Covenant with many. It doesn’t even mention the 
Jews as the other partner of the covenant. It just says “with many”. 
 
The usual view is that Antichrist will make a treaty with the Jews, allowing them to 
rebuild their Temple and to begin sacrifices again. Three and a half years into this 
treaty Antichrist is supposed to break it and turn against Israel. Then for the next 
three and a half years the Greater Tribulation is unleashed upon the world.  
 
But the Word doesn’t say anything about breaking the covenant and it says nothing 
about “stopping sacrifice and grain offering” (as the New American Standard Bible 
has it). The original Hebrew says “he shall bring an end to sacrifice” or “cause 
sacrifice to cease”. 
 
Please note that I’m not saying there won’t be an Antichrist figure, nor that there 
shan’t be an attempt to rebuild the Third Temple. I’m simply saying that the popular 
version of this has wrongly based the notion on Daniel 9:26-27 when it just doesn’t fit. 
 
Can you begin to see how mistranslations or doctrinal bias can get you off the track. 
 
Now comes something even more exciting!  If there is “one week” left of the 70 
Weeks, where is it and what does it mean? 
 

Get ready for the excitement of this truth.  
And Sir Isaac Newton saw it 300 years ago! 

 
 
 
 “Desolator” is a more accurate rendering for “desolate” as found in Daniel 9: 27. The Desolator is of 

course Satan. 
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The Final Week 
 

Just to recap in case you’re a little lost by all the dates and different views. 
 
Sir Isaac Newton's revelation was: 
 

 There would be two decrees to restore the city. 
 There are two time periods, one of 62 weeks (=   

434 years) and the other of 1 week (= 49 years). 
 These periods are inseparably linked to the First 

and Second Comings of the Messiah. 
 The 62 weeks of Jewish sovereignty finished at 

Jesus’ birth. 
 There would be another decree sometime later in 

history to restore the city. 
 After this second decree there would follow a 

period of 7 weeks (=49 years) until the Messiah 
returned. 

 However whenever the Jews lose their 
sovereignty and are ruled by the Gentiles the 
prophetic Clock would pause until Jewish 
sovereignty was re-established. This could extend 
the 70 Week period far into the future. 

 It is Jesus and not the Antichrist who makes the 
covenant and puts an end to sacrifice. 

 

__________ 
 
 
So far so good I hope. Hang in there! 
 
We have seen that Gabriel said there would be 70 weeks determined for the Jewish 
people and Jerusalem (Daniel 9:24). But in verse 25 only 69 weeks are mentioned. 
The missing and 70th week doesn’t get a mention until verse 27. And even then it 
speaks of this final week being divided in the middle. What’s all this about? 
 
Here Newton failed to understand prophetic truth as we can now see it today. This 
isn’t unusual. Often prophetic people and teachers only see a glimpse of the overall 
picture. Many times revealed truth seems to run into a hole simply because other 
factors need yet to come into play. 
 
This is often the result of simply living a long way away from the event, or due to the 
lack of historical knowledge or prophetic meaning. It’s also a safeguard to stop pride 
welling up. No one man has all the truth.  
 
This will be a hallmark of the Last Day’s ecclesia. Truth will come through the 
corporate Body not any one individual ministry or teacher. 
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Newton was a “victim” of being a sole interpreter. He believed that the final week 
finished at the destruction of the Temple in 70AD. Why? Because he saw that Jesus 
ministered for “half a week” that is, three and a half years, then He was crucified.  
 
But there was still another three and a half years to go to fulfil that final week. Where 
was he going to find that last three and a half years? Newton thought it must be the 
three and a half years siege against Jerusalem in 70AD when the Romans attacked. 
At the fall of the city Newton believed the final week had finished. The prophetic clock 
paused once more because the Jews had lost their sovereignty again. 
 
His belief was that sometime in the future, possibly between the year 2000 and 
2050AD the End would finally come. 
 
The popular view today is that there will be a 7 year period under the reign of the 
Antichrist. This is how most End Time teachers present Daniel 9:27. But as we’ve 
seen there is a far better possibility. 
 
Basically the final week is divided into two halves. But there is a long gap between 
the first and second halves because the Jews had lost their sovereignty. Just after 
the second decree is given there would be the period of 7 Weeks (=49 years) after 
which the final three and a half years would follow. Then Jesus would return. 
 

The two halves of the Final Week 

 

 
 

Figure 10 
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The exciting revelation of the two halves is this: Jesus inaugurated the first half of the 
Week with His 3½ year public ministry, then follows a long period of the Ecclesia 
Age, which finishes with an End Time revival lasting for 3½ years thus concluding the 
last half of Daniel’s Week. 
 
 

The first half is Jesus’ ministry.  

The last half is the End Time saint’s ministry! 
 

 
Now we leave Isaac Newton and using his view of the 70 Weeks we can build on that 
to reveal the next stage of this awesome truth. 



__________ 

 
 
Jesus initiated the End Time ministry with His own 3½ years immediately after His 
baptism until His crucifixion. He will be manifest again but this time in His people for 
another 3½ years at the End of the Age. It is then that we shall do the “greater works“ 

(John 14:12). 

 
Jesus first manifestation happened with a birth; His supernatural birth through Mary. 
He shall again be manifest through a birth, this time through another woman, as the 

Manchild comes forth (Revelation 12:1-2). This too will be a supernatural birthing, in 

the saints of God who have paid the price and come to maturity. 
 
This of course negates the usual view of a Rapture that will take the Ecclesia out of 
the earth. We need to stay here; there is work to do; and there is a city to be formed.  
 
Think of this for a moment: if you’re a Christian who believes you’re going to be 
Raptured at any moment, then you’re not likely to diligently prepare yourself to reign 
with Christ. To believe in an imminent Rapture is likely to cause you to look toward 
that event and not prepare yourself for what is beyond it. It can be very self-centred. 
 
So we come to a very exciting prospect. The End Time saints will conclude Daniel’s 
70 Weeks with a ministry begun by Jesus at His baptism in the River Jordan, the 
place of death-to-self. 
 
The End Time saints will die fully to self and continue on in that ministry of Jesus. 
Christ will have been birthed anew in His people in an awesome way. This is the true 
Rapture, the spiritual “catching up into the clouds“, the place of God’s dwelling, 
where the End Time Ecclesia will be changed and empowered for the final 3½ years 
of anointed ministry! 
 
 
 
 



 39 

 

 

 

 
The Last Days 

 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 6 

 

The Rapture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 40 

 

What’s all the fuss about the Rapture? Is it that important to have a right concept of 

it? And if there’s so much confusion about it shouldn’t we just have a simple trust in 
God and wait and see what happens? 
 
These are some of the most obvious questions asked about the Rapture. In this 
chapter I want to outline a view of the “catching away” that is not based on the usual 
text from 1 Thessalonians 4:17. Now that might seem odd to take a stand on the 
Rapture without using the key verse as a starting point. But since the verse in 
question poses so many other questions it probably doesn’t help just to add further 
discussion on it.  
 
Rather I will take the approach that elsewhere in Scripture there must be principles 
that shed light on the doctrine of the Rapture itself. This is where I’ll start. 
 
First, read the text that’s used as the sole basis for the doctrine of the (physical) 
Rapture. 
 

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 1 Thessalonians 

4:17   
 

 

It would be tempting to jump right in and discuss this verse now, but for a while I want 
to look at what the popular version of the Rapture says and what it leaves us with.  
 
The most popular version today says that a literal 
physical “catching away” of the saints will happen 
either just before the Tribulation starts, or in the 
middle of it (if you accept the Tribulation is 7 years long). 
We’ve already looked at such views in chapter 4. 
 
Linked with these views goes the idea that Christians 
alive at the End of the Age will be physically removed 
from the earth so as not to endure persecution and 
Tribulation. This is a fundamental concept inexorably 
linked to the concept of the Rapture. In fact in most circles the focus has not been on 
the Rapture itself, but on the reason for the Rapture, a snatching away to safety – so 
we won’t have to suffer! Surprisingly not that many teachers focus on the glory that 
such a Rapture would give us, but on it being a kind of escape mechanism. The 
focus has shifted from the event to the reason. I find this strange, but enlightening. 
People seem more concerned with escaping what's coming than what would happen 
spiritually at a Rapture! This is indicative of the modern western Christian's mindset: 
self-preservation and self-interest! 
 
You can’t use a Scripture verse to support that kind of thinking. 
 
So I want to point to some Scriptures that give us an important principle: God delivers 
His people by protecting them through tribulation, not removing them from it! 
 
 
Artwork on this page is from “Things Which are to Come” by Maranatha Revival Crusade 1986, 

depicting a Pre-Tribulation Rapture view. 

Some will escape 
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           Ark-safe! 
 

This is the term I have coined to support the Biblical principle 
that God rarely snatches His people out of tribulation but 
rather allows them to go through it – with Him as their refuge 
and shelter. He is their Ark of Shelter much like Noah’s 
experience. 
 
This is a consistent theme right through Scripture, and for me it’s the most obvious 
concept that challenges the escapism found in most modern Rapture teaching. I just 
cannot see in the Word where God snatches His people away. The general principle 
is that when God’s people are undergoing either judgment or tribulation, God stands 
with them through it and delivers them out of it. 
 
I have listed a few of the many instances where the Lord shelters His people and 
acts as   their strength and tower of refuge. I think you’ll find these enlightening and 
encouraging. 
 

Shelter in Tribulation 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Genesis 7 Noah Noah and his family are protected in the place of judg-
ment, not removed from it. Inside the Ark, while riding 
the flood, he finds safety. 

Exodus 2:3 Moses Moses’ mother places him in the river, the very place 
where the Hebrew babies face death; but in the place of 
tribulation he is kept safe and finally delivered. 

Exodus 8:22  
& 9:26 

Goshen During the plagues inflicted on Pharaoh the Israelites 
find total immunity in the land of Goshen. 

Exodus 11-12 Death of 
firstborn 

As the Lord passes through Egypt at the killing of the 
firstborn, the Israelites are totally protected by the blood. 

Daniel 3: 1-27 Three  
young men 

In the fiery furnace the Lord stands with them and “not a 
hair is singed nor the smell of smoke on them”. 

Daniel 6:16-23 Lion’s 
den 

In the place of persecution Daniel is completely pro-
tected by the Lord “and no injury was found on him”. 

Revelation 9:1-5 Fifth  
trumpet 

Locust-like demons are released upon the earth, but 
those with the seal of God on them are protected. 

Figure 11 
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As well as these obvious examples of divine protection there are innumerable other 
texts that have the same theme. Put together they build a good case for the principle 
that God’s usual pattern is not to take His people out of tribulation but rather to stand 
with them through it. If this is a general principle in lesser tribulation periods then 
surely it’s also going to be the case when it comes to the Great Tribulation. 
 
Some supportive texts are: 

 

 
Of course there are plenty of instances when the Israelites did suffer at the hand of 
their persecutors, when God didn’t deliver them. But in such cases it was because of 
their sin and rebellion: it was a judgment they received as part of their chastisement. 
Remember that God’s chastisement upon us is to bring us back to Him, not to drive 
us away. 
 
It is always for correction and not punishment. 
 
But what’s all this go to do with the Rapture? I have included these texts and 
examples to highlight that again and again the Bible shows God normally doesn’t lift 
His people out of a threatening situation, but comes to His people and enables them 
to know His protection through it. 
 
If this is the case throughout the Bible it knocks the escapist theory of the Rapture on 
the head. This is not to deny there won’t be a Rapture, it just shows that protection, 
not escapism, is God's norm. 
 
Therefore we should be preparing ourselves now to live under “the shadow of His 
wings”, learning to “abide in Him“ daily. As the Day of Tribulation approaches we 
will find He comes to us and protects us through the persecution. 
 
Ofcourse there will be some who die as a result of persecution and tribulation, even 
when the Great Tribulation comes upon us. Those are the ones who have been 
destined to die as martyrs, and even then they’ll find supernatural grace to go 
through what lies ahead. 
 
I therefore conclude from the recurring pattern found in Scripture that the Ecclesia 
will go through the Great Tribulation. Some will die as martyrs in that period, others 
will come to maturity as a result of the persecution – and others will have come to the 
place of the becoming the Bride. 
 
Believers, irrespective of the End Time destiny and role they’ll play, will not be 
Raptured physically off the earth, but remain here throughout the Tribulation. God will 

Exo 19:4 Psa 91 Isa 32:18-19 Zeph 2:3 

Job 5:19-22 Psa 121:5-7 Isa 43:2 Nahum 1:6-8 

Psa 27:5 Prov 3:25-26 Isa 49:2 Compare also 

Psa 32:7 Isa 2:10 Joel 2:31-31 Jhn 7: 2 & 30 

Psa 34:7 Isa 26:20 Joel 3:16 and 8:20 & 59 
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be their defence and shield, and many supernatural acts of protection and 
deliverance will happen just as it did to Noah, Moses and Daniel. 
 

Naturally I don’t expect people just to believe in a Post-Tribulation type of Rapture 

simply because of what I’ve outlined on the previous two pages. So here I’ve 
provided a basic outline of events surrounding the Day of the Lord, that’ll show the 
Ecclesia will go through the Great Tribulation. 
 

The key to understanding when the Rapture occurs is  
The Day of the Lord 

 
 

Some teachings on the Rapture separate two of the End Time events, the Parousia 
and the Apocalupto.  
 

               The “Parousia” is a Greek word mean “Coming” or “Presence”.  

               The word “Apocalupto” means “Revealing”.  
 
They say that Jesus will come in a secret Rapture for the saints at the event called 
the Parousia (= Coming).  After 7 years off earth Jesus will return with the saints at 
the next event called the Apocalupto (= Revealing). The first is a secret Rapture 
when Jesus won’t physically be seen. The latter is a public revealing of Jesus in the 
clouds as He returns with His saints to earth. This is basically the pre-Tribulation 
theory. 
 
 

Pre-Tribulation view 
Two phases of the Second Coming 

   

   
So this view believes the Parousia (Rapture) takes place before the Great Tribulation 
with no physical sign of Jesus appearing.  It’s a secret “catching away” when 
suddenly Born Again Christians will disappear. Then after 7 years Jesus returns with 
the saints and all the host of heaven in a public manifestation of His glory as He 
descends to earth. But our question is: is the Parousia different from the Apocalupto? 
Or are they one and the same event? The following three sections will answer this for 
us. 
 

PAROUSIA 
Jesus comes 

secretly 
for the saints 

APOCALUPTO 
Jesus returns 

visibly 
with the saints 

7 years of Tribulation 

Rapture 

Figure 12 
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Section 1 : The Rapture & Parousia link 
 

The first thing to establish is that the Rapture takes place at the event called the 
Parousia. Remember that “Parousia” means “coming” or “presence”. These Bible 
verses prove that the Rapture will take place at the Parousia. 
 
 
 

15   For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive and remain until the coming of 
the Lord will by no means precede those who are 
asleep.  
 

16  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
first. 
 
17  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air.                                     
 1 Thess. 4:15-17 

 
 

 
19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? 
Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at His coming?                                                              
1 Thess 2:19                                                        
 

 

 
1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him..             
2 Thess 2:1 

 

 

 

 

 

In all three passages above  
the word for “coming” is Parousia. 
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Section 2 : Day of the Lord & the Parousia 
 

In these next verses it’s clearly stated that we shall be gathered together (Raptured = 
“caught away”) at His coming, meaning the Parousia! Therefore we establish that the 
Rapture takes place at the same time as His Coming (= Parousia). 
 
Next all we have to determine is when the Parousia actually takes place. As said 
earlier, the key to this is in understanding “The Day of the Lord“. Here we shall see 
that the Day of the Lord/Day of Christ and the Parousia are the same thing. 
 

 

1  Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we 
ask you, 
2  not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by 
spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though 
the day of Christ had come.                                           
2 Thess. 2:1-2 
 
 
 

27  "For as the lightning comes from the east and 
flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son 
of Man be.  

Matt 24:27 

 
 

 

24  "For as the lightning that flashes out of one part 
under heaven shines to the other part under heaven, 
so also the Son of Man will be in His day.                                      
Luke 17:24 

 

 

 

Notice how “the coming of the Lord” is linked to  
“the Day of the Lord”.  

The texts from Matthew and Luke speak  
of the same event.  

 
These all show that the Parousia (= coming) 

 is the same as the Day of the Lord.  
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Section 3 : Day of the Lord & the 

Tribulation 
 

All we need do now is determine when the Day of the Lord happens. Is it before the 
Great Tribulation or after it? 
 
We now know that the Second Coming of Jesus is called The Day of the Lord and 
that it happens at the same time of the Rapture. So what does Scripture say about 
the timing of the Day of the Lord? 
 
 

The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon 
into blood, before the coming of the great and 
awesome day of the LORD.                                                                      
Joel 2:31 

 

 

29  "Immediately after the tribulation of those days the 
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken. 
30  "Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, 
and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory.                                             
Matt 24: 29-30 

 

 
So with this proof plus the principles outlined on pages 40 and 41, it shows there 
cannot be such a thing as the pre-Tribulation Rapture. 
 
We will go through Tribulation, that's why we need to come to maturity and prepare 
ourselves NOW to abide under the shadow of the Almighty! 

Surely it’s clear here that there will be great  
darkness after the tribulation. 

 
If the Lord’s Coming is the same as the Day of the 
Lord and that this is the Rapture, then it’s obvious 

that all this happens after the tribulation. 
 

Logic then says that the Rapture (Day of the Lord / 
Parousia) happens after the Tribulation!  
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Those who hold other theories no doubt could give a number of objections to this 

view. That I don’t deny. However both experience the patterns found in Scripture, 
and the plain reading of the Word strongly supports a Tribulation through to 
Rapture view.   
 
Please read Appendix C on page 70 for a look at some of the phrases used in 
relation to the popular view of the Rapture, such as “caught up”, “ one taken, one left” 
and “the clouds”.  
 

From Tribulation to Rapture 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 13 

 
In the next Chapter we’ll look at the various Appearings of the Lord Jesus in relation 
to End Time events. It’s important to understand that there’s a deeper spiritual 
significance to the Rapture than is usually appreciated. 
 
Having insight to the sequence of End Time events will clue us into the various 
moves of God currently underway in the world, and those that shall follow. Despite 
the fact that many people find End Time theories full of confusion, God wants us to 
know His overall strategy so that we won’t be left unprepared. 
 
Knowledge is one thing. Applying that knowledge is another. And that’s what Wisdom 
is – knowing how to applying the truths and revelations given by God. 

 

Tribulation period of 3½ years 

The Great 
Tribulation 

 

Matt 24:21 
Rev. 6:9-11 

 
 

 Joel 2:31/ 3:15 
Matt 24:29 

Rev. 6: 12-17 

 
 The Sun darkened 

and Moon gives no 
light 

 

 Matt 24:30-31 
1 Thess 4:15-17 

Rev. 6: 16 / 19:11-14 

 
 Day of the Lord: 

Parousia, 
Rapture 
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There is an important and wonderful truth in Scripture that all the Promises and 

Manifestations of the Lord are available to each believer, if only we would personally 
appropriate them. 
 
This is another reason why I find some difficulty with a secret “catching away” and a 
Pre-Tribulation Rapture. They don’t allow the believer to expect a personal 
experience of these things outside of some future corporate experience. It seems to 
me that the pattern in the Word is that there is both a personal and corporate 
experience of the Promises of the Lord. 
 
I believe that we are to first enter a personal experience of “the Rapture” before there 
is a corporate one. Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles are more than just 
historical events; they are also meant to be “personalised” now! 
 
This suggests that the Promises of the Lord (as in the case of the 12 Gates) are 
progressive. We are meant to move on through various experiences and 
manifestations of the Lord. This is why understanding the Exodus is a vital part of our 
spiritual growth. 
 
If this truth holds up as recurring pattern in Scripture, then it means the Comings or 
Appearings of the Lord Jesus are also progressive in nature. 
 
Let’s consider this now. 
 
In the Word we can see four different but progressive “Comings” of the Lord Jesus. 

 

The Four Comings of the Lord 
 

Figure 14 

 


See my study manual “Entering the City” 

 

 

The First Coming Seen Jesus comes to 
His saints 

Compare John 1: 10-11 

    

The Second Coming Unseen He comes in His 
saints 

See 2 Thess 1: 10 

    

The Third Coming Unseen Jesus comes for 
His saints 

1 Cor 15: 52 / 1 Thess 4: 16-17 

    

The Fourth Coming Seen He comes with 
His saints 

See 1 Thess 3: 13 
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So we need to understand that there are four Comings or Appearings of the Lord. 
Remember that the word “Parousia” simple means “presence”. So in a sense 
whenever the Lord is present with His people He has appeared among them. 
 
Remember what Jesus said: 
 

“For where two or three are gathered together in My 

name, I am there in the midst of them”. Matt 18:20 

 

This “appearing” of the Lord among His people will have special effect when the 
Feast of Tabernacles is experienced by  the Ecclesia.  
 

  _________ 
 

The First Coming happened at Jesus’ unveiling to the world at His public ministry 
after baptism in the Jordan. 
 
This was a visible, known and recognised event, even recorded by man in the 
Gospels. Jesus came to His saints even though Israel as a nation by and large did 
not receive Him then (John 1:11). 
 

  __________ 
 

The Second Coming of the Lord will be a coming in His Manchild/Sons of God. It 
will be for those who have been diligent and obedient, intimate and prepared. This 
will occur at the start of the Feast of Tabernacles on an actual date during the Biblical 
keeping of this Feast. Jesus fulfilled literally the Passover on the exact day and at the 
precise moment. Then He sent the Holy Spirit on the exact day of the Feast of 
Pentecost fulfilling it to the very moment of the very day.  
 
So according to this pattern we can expect the literal fulfilment of the Feast of 
Tabernacles on the exact day of the Biblical (not Jewish) feast and at the precise 
moment during that Feast. How we need wisdom to see this and prepare for it. Only 
a portion shall experience this Coming. Jesus will come only to those who have been 
prepared.  
 
This will be an “unseen” event as far as most people are concerned, noticeable only 
after it’s occurred. Although it‘s an invisible event we shouldn‘t think it’s the same as 
the “secret” rapture of the Pre-Trib view. First because it’s not a literal “catching 
away” but a “catching into” the presence of God Himself – yet while still on earth. 
Second, it’s not a secret because anyone can experience it. This is not for a select 
group. The group select themselves! Whoever wants to can enter into this. 
 
Paul Cain says “We can have as much of God as we want”.  It’s a personal choice 
and a personal preparation. 
 
Those who participate in this Second Coming are known as the Manchild/Sons of 
God/Overcomers/Bride/144,000/Remnant.  They will manifest God’s glory during the 
Tribulation period, duplicating the mighty works of Jesus. What Jesus did for His 3½ 
years of ministry, the Manchild shall do in its 3½ year ministry! Thus concludes 
Daniel’s 70 Weeks! 
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This event will be when Jesus comes in His saints. Those who are ready and 
receptive to this Appearing of the Lord in them will be mightily endowed with power 
and wisdom. It will happen unseen, suddenly, almost overnight. The Manchild will be 
pioneers, pathfinders and forerunners of what is to come. The Lord will spiritually 
take them aside and anoint them in His secret place. They shall then be released on 
the earth for 3½ years. The glory upon them will be so visible that others of like spirit 
will cry out to the Lord.  
 
It will be this Remnant Firstfruits Company (the Manchild / 144,000 / Bride) who 
will act as a springboard for millions of others to enter in. The word “Remnant” 
literally means “the beginning number”. They will initiate the next step: a new 
beginning. From this Overcoming 144,000  there will come untold millions who follow 
in the released anointing. 
 
The Hebrew word for “Overcomers” has with it the meaning of “preservers, 
reserve, to exceed and excel”. This is what the Remnant, the firstfruits shall do: 
excel! 
 
The Remnant are Firstfruits and Overcomers. They will walk in the Spirit, just like, but 
more-so, as the first firstfruits did, on the Day of Pentecost. 

 
 
 

__________ 

The Third Coming will also happen in an unseen manner. This will be when the 
Lord Jesus comes for His saints when the last trumpet (shofar) sounds, three years 
into the Tribulation period (Rev. 10:7 / 1 Cor 15:52 / 1 Thess 4: 16-17). This will be 
the catching away not into the literal air but into the realm of spiritual life.  
 
Jesus will come for His saints who are still alive having gone through the judgments 
of the Tribulation. Those belonging to the Manchild would’ve been supernaturally 
protected from the Tribulation plagues. Other believers who didn't prepare 
themselves will be like the foolish virgins. When the time comes they’ll lack personal 
preparation to belong to the Manchild. 
 
As a result when the Tribulation happens many Christians will die as martyrs; some 
might even forfeit their salvation by receiving the Mark of the Beast. Others would’ve 
fled into the Wilderness to escape the Beast for the 1,260 days = 3½ years! (Rev 12: 
6). 
 
Before Jesus descends in this Third Coming, millions will have died during this time. 
But many will also come into salvation as a result of the ministry of the Manchild as 
they reduplicate the works of Jesus.  
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The Fourth Coming of the Lord is with all His saints. This will be a visible 
appearing. All the believers, before the Cross and after it, shall return with Jesus in 
triumphant victory (1 Thess 3:13). 
 
It will occur at the end of the 3½ years of Tribulation. Some believe at this point the 
Manchild/the Bride/the Overcomers, will be raised up spiritually to become the 
Melchizedek priesthood order and rule with Jesus for the Millennium period. 
 
Now comes the First Resurrection, that of the righteous saints (Rev. 20: 4-5).  
Armageddon will then take place (vss 7-9). 
 
After this comes the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20: 11ff). 
 
 
 
 
 

__________ 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just to recap! 

Jesus comes TO the saints 

Jesus comes IN the saints 

Jesus comes FOR the saints 

Jesus comes WITH the saints 
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From time to time there has been teaching on The Three Companies, so it’s 

probably worthwhile looking at this concept in light of the Four Comings of the Lord, 
as well as the meaning of the Three Feasts. 
 
I don’t want to spend long on this as the concept is covered from time to time in other 
teachings. However it’s a salutary lesson to reflect on what the idea of the Three 
Companies conveys. 
 
Some people find this teaching offensive as it seems to indicate a kind of “elitism”., 
However upon much meditation over the years I do believe there’s truth in it. But 
you’ll need to discern for yourself the amount of truth here, and the value of it for 
yourself. 
 

The Three End Time Companies 
 

The general teaching goes like this: 
 
The three Feasts of Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles show us there are three 
“groups” or “companies” among believers. At the End of the Age these shall be quite 
marked who belongs to which company. 
 

 
Passover corresponds to the Outer Court where many people gather. 

 
Pentecost corresponds to the Inner Court (or Holy Place) fewer people gather. 

 
Tabernacles corresponds to the Holy of Holies where only one man  

could go, the High priest. 
 

 
 
“Three Companies” teaching uses this typology to show that at the End of the Age 
there’ll be many millions of believers in the Passover experience. Generally when 
Tribulation comes they will not know how to deal with the situation. Some will deny 
the faith; others will hold fast. But one thing will be almost entirely certain: they'll all 
die! 
 
But as the Tribulation gathers momentum the believers who’ve heard the Spirit of 
God (Pentecost Feast) will flee into the Wilderness for safety (Rev. 12: 6). There they 
shall suffer great deprivation but keep their lives until Jesus comes. 
 
Yet another Company, the Manchild/Bride/Overcomers will walk through all the 
Tribulation perils unscathed! Neither demon nor tribulation nor Beast will make them 
faint. 

 

__________ 
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The First Company (Tabernacle group) are known as the Manchild/the 
Bride/144,000/the Overcomers/the Remnant/the Firstfruits company. 
 
This company will have attained perfection (maturity) of spirit, soul and body. Some 
teaching suggests this group will never physically die. You need to discern this 
carefully! 
 
All the things that Jesus did during His 3½ years of public anointed ministry, this 
Company will also do. The teaching says that the only thing this group will not do is 
to die on the Cross for mankind’s sins. That was entirely and forever Jesus’ own 
calling. No one can duplicate that! Otherwise they’ll do everything that Jesus did in 
His ministry time. 
 
 
The Second Company (Pentecost group) are Christians who desired to come to 
perfection, who worked at it, and sought for it, but didn’t quite enter in. They are the 
wise virgins who kept oil ready for when the Groom comes. 
 
They will slumber while awaiting the Groom but when they hear the Spirit calling 
them, they’ll rise up, trim their lamps and prepare to meet Him. 
 
They will hear the Holy Spirit warning them to flee into the Wilderness for safety from 
the Beast. This might be a literal wilderness, or perhaps a “spiritual place” of refuge. 
 
 
The Third Company (Passover group) are those Bible-believing Christians who 
have grown cold and lukewarm. They will be like the five foolish virgins. They 
believed He was coming but didn’t spend time preparing and perfecting their lives. 
Among this group there will be many “modern, liberal” Christians as well. 
 
Because they’re in the Outer Court they’ll be ripe pickings for the Tribulation forces. 
All of them will die unnecessarily, simply because they weren’t personally prepared. 
 
 

 

 
Figure 15 
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This is not “elitism”. Although many people become offended at the thought of some 
being preserved in the Tribulation whilst others suffer martyrdom, remember that we 
choose which group we’ll be in. 
 
We need to contend for the Manchild. Through the Cross Jesus has offered the same 
opportunity to all saved people. His choice is for us to come into maturity. Will we 
choose what He chooses for us? 
 
Remember the Word tells us about the heart attitude of the Bride. She made herself 
ready! (Rev. 19: 7). 
 
The way to come to maturity in Christ is found symbolically in keeping the Three 
Feasts, and entering through the Twelve Gates of the New Jerusalem.


Therefore to rely on a Rapture that shall lift you out of Tribulation could well be the 
greatest disaster an End Time believer could have. To believe something that will not 
in fact happen. 
 
Preparation is the key. It’s also the reason there is a worldwide call to intimacy. We 
need to know the Lord by personal experience daily. It is a call to the Secret Place 
(Matt 6: 6).  
 
When the literal Day of Atonement (part of the Feast of Tabernacles) happens the 
Lord will draw aside all those who’ve paid the price and prepared themselves. He will 
anoint them and complete their work: they will become The Bride. 
 
Will you qualify? Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, 
and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His Father's name 
written on their foreheads. Rev. 14:1 

 
 

__________ 





See my two publications “The Three Prophetic Feasts” and “Entering the City” 
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Under the Shadow of Thy wings!  What a tremendous thought. This is where any 

teaching on the Last Days should focus. The Bible shows us in many places that the 
Lord is a shade and defence to those who trust in Him. We have seen some of these 
examples in Chapter 6 ( pages 40 and 41). 
 
For me this is the revolving point of all End Time understanding. It is a recurring 
theme that is hard to counter; that the Lord will shelter His people during persecution 
and tribulation. This ofcourse doesn't deny the fact that there will always be some 
believers who die as a result of persecution. 
 
But in relation to the Great Tribulation the general theme that keeps on coming 
through is that the Lord will keep His saints throughout the testing. It is God’s 
purpose to lead us through testing not to deliver us from it. 
 

"I do not pray that You should take them out of the 

world, but that You should keep them from the evil 
one. John 17:15   

 
 

__________ 

 
 
God wants Overcomers. He wants us to mature to the point that we can prevail 
against all those things that attempt to hold us back from reaching perfection. All of 
God’s chastening works and His corrective rod have been for one purpose; to deliver 
us through to maturity. 
 

Heb 12:5  And you have forgotten the exhortation which 
speaks to you as to sons: "My son, do not despise the 
chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when 
you are rebuked by Him; 

Heb 12:6  For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And 
scourges every son whom He receives." 

Heb 12:10  For they indeed for a few days chastened us 
as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we 
may be partakers of His holiness. 

Heb 12:11  Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the 
present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who 
have been trained by it. 
 
 

The principle is that God will  keep us in the day of testing. But right now He is sifting 
the Ecclesia to sort out the chaff. Remember that Harvest time is always a time of 
sifting.  
 

Mat 13:40  "Therefore as the tares are gathered and 
burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. 
Mat 13:41  "The Son of Man will send out His angels, and 
they will gather out of His kingdom all things that 
offend 
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The protection of the Lord’s shadow is awesome. He speaks many times in His Word 
of providing this shelter.  
 
The first mention of “shadow” is in Genesis 19:8 when Lot protects the two visiting 
angels. It’s interesting that of course the angels didn’t need any protecting, but as Lot 
acted out the principle of hospitality and protection, so it return to him when the 
angels in turn sheltered him! 

 
Gen 19:8  "See now, I have two daughters who have not 
known a man; please, let me bring them out to you, 
and you may do to them as you wish; only do nothing 
to these men, since this is the reason they have come 
under the shadow of my roof." 
 
 

Strongs H6738. tsel, tsale; from H6751; shade,  
whether lit. or fig.:--defence, shade (-ow). 

 
We can see that “shadow” is the same as “defence” or “shade”. To be under His 
shadow is to be in the protected place of shelter. This is why Psalm 91 is important to 
understand. However it’s not an automatic process, but one that requires our 
personal positioning. We need to learn to dwell in the secret place in Him and thus 
receive His sheltering. This is what the psalm says. 

 
Psa 91:1  He who dwells in the secret place of the Most 
High Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 
 

 
As we enter the Last Days it will be vital for us to learn how to dwell in the secret 
place. Jesus said we need to keep on abiding in Him. This isn’t just something we do 
by “believing in God”. It’s a practical thing we have to acquire. It’s learning how to 
habitually abide in Christ, the Anointed One. We can start by appreciating and 
honouring all those moves of God that bear His anointing on them.  
 
Whenever we see a truly anointed ministry or participate in a legitimate anointed 
move of God we are learning to abide in the place of the anointing. Those who reject 
such anointings will find it difficult to discern where to abide when tribulation comes. 
That’s why those who are now rejecting some of the valid expressions of God’s 
anointing will find themselves out of the covering in the Last Days, unless they 
repent. 
 
 
 

__________ 
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The Word tells us that intimacy with the Lord is the greatest antidote for preservation 
during Tribulation times. Keeping close to Him, abiding in His presence, learning to 
lean on His breast as John did to Jesus, will serve as our greatest asset as we enter 
into the Last Days. 
 
It won’t necessarily be correct doctrine, or a right knowledge of eschatology or even 
being “spirit filled”. As important as all these things are, there’ll be many who won’t 
possess all these characteristics, but who will still find protection under the Wings. 
Why? Because their heart condition was right. They understood what it is to truly and 
experientially “know” the Lord. Remember the numbing verses when Jesus says: 
 
 

Mat 25:11  "Afterward the other virgins came also, 
saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us!' 
12  "But he answered and said, 'Assuredly, I say to 
you, I do not know you.' 
 
 
Mat 7:23  "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' 
 
 
Luke 13:27  "But He will say, 'I tell you I do not know 
you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you 
workers of iniquity.' 
 
 

So if being “known” by the Lord (and therefore knowing Him in return) is a 
prerequisite for Judgment Day how much more so will it be necessary as a lead-up to 
that Day! 
 
Strongs G492. eido (know). This word has the meaning of “behold”. In other words, 
to truly know the Lord means you behold Him. That means to continually keep Him in 
mind and in focus. He becomes the habitual focal point of your daily life. By this you 
get to actually know Him in an intimate manner. He becomes your bosom friend. 
 

 
The question we should constantly place before ourselves is: Do I really know the 
Lord from my heart? 
 
If not we had better get desperate. 
 
 

__________ 
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As the Last Days approach there’ll be more and more opportunity to “experiment” 
with the need to habitually abide in Christ. We should take every advantage we can 
to learn our lessons well. Learn to practice the presence of God. 
 
Abiding in the Lord will guarantee us protection. It’s as if the Lord covers His people 
with grace and mercy, even keeping them from being seen by our enemies. There 
are many verified stories of strange happenings when deliverance has come to saints 
in the face of extreme danger. 
 
The Word gives us enough examples to prove that under the shadow of His wings 
there is a “hidden” place of protection. Look at this clear Scripture. 
 

 
Isa 49:2  And He has made My mouth like a sharp 
sword; In the shadow of His hand He has hidden Me, 
And made Me a polished shaft; In His quiver He has 
hidden Me. 

 

Strongs H5641. cathar, saw-thar'; a prim. root; to hide by 
covering, lit. or fig.:--be absent, keep close, conceal, hide 
(self), keep secret, X surely. 

 
Here in this secret place there is a “hiding place”, away from plagues, disease, 
natural disasters, threats, bodily injury and demon attack. What has already been 
experienced by believers throughout the centuries will be greatly enhanced in the 
days to come. 
 

__________ 

We shall see amazing works of deliverance as saints are made immune from all sorts 
of dangers. In some cases people will become “invisible” to the eyes of their 
attackers. This has already occurred in the March 1999 riots in Indonesia when 
Muslim mobs attacked Christians and yet failed to “see” the Pastor standing right in 
front of their eyes! 
 
Remember that this also happened to Jesus in His “end days”. 
 

John 7:30  Therefore they sought to take Him; but no 
one laid a hand on Him, because His hour had not yet 
come. 
 
John 8:20  These words Jesus spoke in the treasury, as 
He taught in the temple; and no one laid hands on 
Him, for His hour had not yet come. 
 
John 8:59  Then they took up stones to throw at Him; 
but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, 
going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 
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This happened to Jesus during the Feast of Tabernacles period (John 7:2). It’s 
symbolic of the End Time Feast of Tabernacles and the End days. Just as Jesus was 
supernaturally protected until his time had come, so too with the End Time saints in 
particular.  
 
They will be kept by God and “pass through” the mobs out to attack them. Disease 
shall not touch them, demons will fall back as they approach, and the saints will know 
that their God is with them as they pass through the Tribulation. 
 
 

Isa 43:2  When you pass through the waters, I will be 
with you; And through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you 
shall not be burned, Nor shall the flame scorch you. 3  

For I am the LORD your God, The Holy One of Israel, 
your Saviour. 
 





__________ 
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The debate over the 1,000 year reign of Christ on earth is often referred to as the 

Millennial Controversy. There are three basic understandings about this, known as 
the Amillennial, Premillennial and Postmillennial views. 
 
The debate over the Millennium has been around for hundreds of years. Some times 
one view has precedent over the others, then due to theological and even social 
changes, another competing views gains ascendancy. Many different doctrines arise 
out of these and usually it just brings further confusion to the overall understanding of 
the End Times. 
 
Some brief definitions might help. 
 

__________ 
 

Premillennialists believe that the return of Jesus will be preceded by certain signs 
like wars, famines, earthquakes, the revealing of the Antichrist, etc.  After Jesus 
returns there will be a 1,000 year reign of peace on earth before the End finally 
comes. 
 
This reign,  called the Millennium,  will come suddenly. Jesus (and perhaps some 
elect followers) will rule the earth with a Rod of iron. Many Jews will be converted 
during this time.  
 
At the end of this 1,000 years there will be a rebellion of the wicked. Jesus will come 
and judge this rebellion and destroy it once and for all. Then will come the 
resurrection of the unsaved for judgement. The eternal states of heaven and hell will 
be established and each goes to his appointed place. 
 
This view goes back to the first and second centuries (Barnabas, Papias, Irenaeus 
and Justin Martyr).  It was popular in the 17th and 18th centuries. In the 20th century 
it resurfaced again mainly through the Scofield Study Bible, and the writings of Hal 
Lindsey. 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 16 
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Postmillennialists however believe that the Kingdom of God is now being extended 
throughout the earth by the preaching of the Word. As this continues the entire world 
will be Christianized and eventually peace and prosperity will increase to a 
remarkable level. It’s the belief that the Gospel Age will actually introduce the 
Millennium period on earth. 
 
Generally things will get better and better. The Ecclesia will exert more and more 
moral and spiritual influence in the world. Christians will have a greater say in the 
everyday affairs of the world, and people will gradually come to see the wisdom of 
the Ecclesia. 
 
Evil will not be entirely eliminated but it will be reduced to a very low state due to the 
all pervading influence of the Ecclesia on earth. This period of the Millennium will 
conclude with the Return of Jesus, followed by the resurrection and then the final 
judgement. 
 
The difference between this view and the Amillennialists is that the former do not 
necessarily believe that we’re already in the Millennium. They see it as a golden age 
yet to arrive. 
 
There are many similarities between Postmillennialism and Amillennialism. However 
Postmillennialism has a more positive view of things. 
 
Jonathan Edwards, the great American Revivalist of the 18th century held this view 
strongly. John Wesley also seemed to support it. But with the coming of World Wars 
1 and 2 people didn’t hold out much hope for a Golden Age and its popularity waned. 
 
A view similar to Postmillennialism popped up in the 1980’s with the Dominion 
Theology school of thought, sometimes called Reconstructionist. They believe that 
gradually we will exert dominion over all the earth and so prepare the way for Jesus 
to return. 

 

  

 

 

  

 
Figure 17 
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Amillennialists hold that the Bible doesn’t in fact predict any kind of universal peace 
at all. They believe there will be a continuous growth of both good and evil in the 
world. In fact evil will still be present even at the Return of Jesus. 
 
However they believe that this will finally be put down with the Return of Jesus to 
earth. Then the dead will be raised and Judgement Day will take place. 
 
The Amillennial view is that the Kingdom of God already exists in the world through 
the victory of Jesus in His people. The more the Ecclesia uses the Word of God and 
moves in the power of Holy Spirit, the more the Kingdom will spread. 
 
Those who hold this belief also look forward to a future creation of the new heaven 
and the new earth and the perfect kingdom that will exist. 
 
For the Amillennialist there are only two ages, this one and the one to come. In their 
view there is no room for a third age, the Millennium. 
 
This view was held by Jerome and Eusebius. Augustine also propagated this view in 
his book The City of God. Many of the Reformers were Amillennialists. Since then 
many scholars and theologians have held this view. 
 
For them the language of the Book of Revelation is entirely symbolic, and there is no 
historic or future application of the symbolism. 
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Who is the Manchild? Rev. 12: 5 and 13 
  
Also known as the Remnant, the Overcomers, the 144,000, the Bride, the Sons of 
God. Those who have established deep intimacy with the Lord as part of their 
preparation. These are believers who have been diligent in preparing themselves. 
They have personally experienced the Three Feasts and have walked through the 12 
Gates. They will go into all the world at the End of the Age manifesting the life, 
power, glory and authority of Jesus. 
 
They shall minister for 3½ years to duplicate the 3½ years of Jesus’ own ministry. 
Some believe that at the end of this ministry the Manchild shall be elevated into the 
realm of the Melchizedek priesthood and reign with Christ for 1,000 years. Some 
teach that the Manchild will be a literal 144,000. Others say the number is purely 
symbolic of eternal and complete Rulership.  They will not be literal Jews, but 
spiritual ones. 
 
All believers are “positionally” members of the Manchild. But we need to appropriate 
this “experientially”. Those who don’t press in for this high calling will become either 
Inner Court believers or Outer Court believers. The former will be sheltered; the latter 
will physically die during the Tribulation, but still keep their eternal salvation. This will 
determine our position in the End Times, and also our Crowns and Rewards. 
 
 
What is the Day of the Lord? 
 
There are various titles used to describe this Day. Some of these are, 
 

               Day of the Lord of Hosts (Isa. 2:12) 

               Day of Punishment (Isa. 10:13) 

               Day of Trouble (Isa. 22:5) 

               Day of Vengeance (Isa 63:4 and Jer 46:10) 

               Day of His fierce Anger (Isa 13:13) 

               Day of Salvation (Isa 49:8) 

               Day of Wrath of the Lord (Ezek 7:19) 

               Day of Clouds (Ezek 30:3) 

               Day of Doom (Jer 17:17) 

               Day of Slaughter (Jer 12:3) 

               Day of the East Wind (Isa 27:8) 

               Day of our King (Hos 7:5) 

               Day of Wrath (Zeph 1:15) 

               Day of His Coming (Mal 3:2) 

               Day of Power (Psa 110:3) 

 
This “day” will commence and last for the final 3½ years, the time of the Great 
Tribulation. During this period all Christians will have to face this Day. It will be a time 
when their faith is tested thoroughly. Those who have been diligent in preparation will 
come through this Day protected, except for those destined by God for martyrdom as 
witnesses. 
 
A time of apocalyptic judgment which concludes at Armageddon. 
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Who is the Woman?  Rev. 12:1 
 
She is the universal Ecclesia, out of which comes the Manchild. Some teach the 
Woman is Israel who birth the Lord Jesus. In religious circles they say it’s the Virgin 
Mary. 
 
Prophetically she is the universal Body of Christ. She will flee into the Wilderness 
during the Tribulation and find shelter and refuge there, prepared by God. They will 
have refused the Mark of the Beast and will have learnt to listen to the voice of the 
Holy Spirit and know when to act. For this reason she will not be unprepared when 
the time comes. 
 
 
 
What is the Third Temple? 
 
Some teach that in the Last Days the Antichrist will make a covenant with the Jews 
and allow them to construct a Third Temple on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, 
where the Muslim Dome of the Rock now stands. 
 
They say that 2 Thess 2:4 indicates this. Likewise they use the current preparations 
for a Temple by Jews in Israel as confirmation. 
 
However the Third Temple of Scripture will not be a literal building. The Greek word 
for “physical temple” is hieron (Compare Matt. 24:1)  The word used in 2 Thess 2:4 
is naos. This is used in a symbolic way and refers to the People of God (Compare 1 
Cor. 3:16-17 and 6: 19-20). 
 
Bricks and mortar will not be the Third Temple of God, but rather it is His People 
(Compare Eph. 2:21-22). 
 
The Jews may actual construct a physical Temple but it’s not what is being referred 
to in 2 Thess 2:4. 
 
 
 
What is the New Jerusalem?  Rev.3:12 and 21:2 
 
It is not a literal city, but symbolic of the Saints of God. Some teach that it comprises 
only of the Manchild/144,000/Sons of God group. 
 
This Heavenly City is a people who have been glorified in their spirit, soul and body 
natures. They are the abode of God who has chosen to dwell in them. It will be 
manifest during the Last Days at the beginning of Daniel’s 70th week. 
 
Having been perfected by the Lord it/they will descend “from heaven” upon the earth 
and be manifestly seen by many.  
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What are the Mansions?  John 14:2 
 
Following the lines that neither the Third Temple nor the New Jerusalem are literal 
buildings, so too the Mansions Jesus refers to are our perfected bodies in which 
dwell our matured spirit and soul. 
 
This of course picks up the theme of the Feast of Tabernacles (Booths). Jesus was 
most probably born during the Feast of Tabernacles according to many scholars. He 
was born in a “stable” (=booth). He was transfigured in front of the three disciples 
during the Feast of Tabernacles. The last and final prophetic feast is Tabernacles. 
 
Therefore shouldn’t our final abode be a “booth”? In line with all other references to 
our final destiny that suggest heaven is not so much a place but a relationship, it 
seems logical that our “mansions” are in fact our abiding in God. 
 
 
 
 
Is the Wilderness a literal place?  Rev 12:6 
 
Not necessarily. The first application of this truth is that God always provides a place 
for His people to enter. In the natural He provided Goshen and then the Promised 
Land for His people, but these were signs of the spiritual rest that awaited the saints. 
 
During the Tribulation period there may be some saints who do in fact find refuge in a 
secluded spot away from persecution. But this is a second application of the truth. 
The wilderness referred to in Revelation is first a “position” in God, and then perhaps 
a literal place of refuge. 
 
There of course may well be “cities of refuge” in the Last Days just as there were in 
Canaan. 
 
Compare these texts.   

         Gen 1: 1-31 

         Gen 6: 1-22 

         Exo 23: 20 

         Psa 23: 6 

         Psa 31:19 

         Matt 25: 34 

         John 14:2 

         1 Cor 2:9 

         Heb 11:7 & 16 

         Rev 12:6 
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Here I have decided to give an opportunity for some detailed study into the various 

words and terms often used to support various Rapture views, especially the Pre-
Tribulation concept. 
 
Upon looking thoroughly into these texts it will become clearer about what Scripture 
is actually saying in regard to the Rapture. Because we read the Word as Bible-
believers we’re prone to simply read it and accepting the words as they are. However 
it’s important to read the text without our doctrinal glasses on!  
 
Most of us probably take some pride in thinking that we’re not bias. But in my own 
experience I’ve seen that no matter how much I think I’m “balanced” there are times 
when the Spirit has jolted me into reality! It's then I discover just how bias I am in 
certain directions. We need to learn to re-read the Word as if it’s new and fresh. 
You’ll be surprised the difference it makes. 
 
So these mini-studies are given to help us see what the meaning behind certain 
statements and texts actually mean. I’m not at all saying they're the final word on the 
subject – that would be bias! - but I hope it will help formulate a more Biblical 
overview of the Rapture teaching. 
 


 

WORD STUDY 1 
 

1 Thessalonians 4: 16-17   
 
16: For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 

archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17:  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
 
At first glance this looks like it actually is a supportive text for the pre-Tribulation view 
and a literal “catching away”.  What we need to realise is that these verses go hand 
in hand with Revelation 21:10 that speaks of the New Jerusalem coming down 
toward earth. This is regarded as a literal city by many Pre-Tribulationists. So we see 
they believe in two areas of literal happenings: a literal Rapture, and a literal 
Heavenly City. 
 
But Hebrews 12:22 says clearly that the New Jerusalem is not literal but spiritual, for 
that’s what the whole Hebrews passage is about; spiritual things not literal things. So 
in connection with these two views of a literal Rapture and City they have a difficulty 
with Hebrews 12:22. 
 
“Meeting” the Lord “in the air” should also be seen in its context. Many scholars have 
suggested that “meet” here should be “greet” for that’s what the word meant in New 
Testament days. We will not so much rise up to “meet” the Lord, but rather “greet” 
Him as we are raised up spiritually to maturity on that great Day. (Compare the use 
of “meet” in Matthew 25: 1; the parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins). 
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WORD STUDY 2 
 
Caught away 
 
Most views of a literal Rapture say that at a certain time (Pre, Mid or Post Tribulation) 
the Ecclesia will disappear off the face of the earth, “caught away” by the Lord. It is a 
core belief of all literal Rapture views that a “disappearance” of the saints will take 
place. 
 
But this is what the Greek word Harpazo means in describing this so-called 

“disappearance“.  Strongs dictionary has it;. 
 

 harpazo, har-pad'-zo; from a der. of G138; to seize (in 
various applications) to catch (away, up), pluck, pull, take 
(by force). Strongs G726 

 
The following are also verses where the word harpazo is used. 
 
Mat 11:12  "And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 
suffers violence, and the violent take it by force. (seizes it) 
 
Mat 13:19  "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand 
it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away (seizes) what was sown in his 
heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside. 
 
John 10:12  "But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches 
(seizes) the sheep and scatters them. 
 
John 10:28  "And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall 
anyone snatch  (seize) them out of My hand. 
John 10:29  "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is 
able to snatch (seize) them out of My Father's hand. 
 
Jude 23  but others save with fear, pulling them out (seizing) of the fire, hating 
even the garment defiled by the flesh. 
 
2 Cor 12:3  And I know such a man; whether in the body or out of the body I do not 
know, God knows; 
2 Cor 12:4  how he was caught up (seized) into Paradise and heard inexpressible 
words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 
 
Rev 12:5  She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And 
her Child was caught up (seized) to God and His throne. 
 
1 Thess 4:17  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up (seized) 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always 
be with the Lord. 
 
 

The original writers give us the definition of the word. It has little to do with “direction” 
such as “up in the clouds” and more to do with a “state of being or becoming”. It is 
not a word you can use to describe “a  disappearance”. 
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WORD STUDY 3 
 
One taken, another left  Luke 17: 34-37 
 
This passage is often used to confirm the “snatching away” of believers at a secret 
Rapture event. The only trouble is that the text doesn’t say which ones are taken and 
which are left behind. 
 
The popular view is that the Christians are “caught away” and the wicked are left to 
endure the Tribulation. 
 
The Greek word for “taken” is “paralambano” meaning “to receive near  and to 
take”. 
 
There is no suggestion in the text at all of a secret disappearing act. And if we were 
to pursue the matter thoroughly we’d find that generally in Scripture it’s the wicked 
who are removed leaving behind the righteous! 
 

Psa 52:5  God shall likewise destroy you forever; He 
shall take you away, and pluck you out of your 
dwelling place, And uproot you from the land of the 
living. Selah 
 
Psa 37:38  But the transgressors shall be destroyed 
together; The future of the wicked shall be cut off. 
 
Psa 104:35  May sinners be consumed from the earth, 
And the wicked be no more. Bless the LORD, O my 
soul! Praise the LORD! 
 
Isa 13:9  Behold, the day of the LORD comes, Cruel, 
with both wrath and fierce anger, To lay the land 
desolate; And He will destroy its sinners from it. 
 
Zec 13:8  And it shall come to pass in all the land," Says 
the LORD, "That two-thirds in it shall be cut off and 
die, But one- third shall be left in it: 
 

 
 
 
 

__________ 
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Jewish eschatology 
From Wikipedia online 

 

 

 
Jewish eschatology is concerned with events that will happen in the end of days, 
according to the Hebrew Bible and Jewish thought. This includes the ingathering of 
the exiled Diaspora, the coming of Jewish Messiah, afterlife, and the revival of the 
dead. 
 
Eschatology, generally is the area of theology and philosophy concerned with the 
final events in the history of the world, the ultimate destiny of humanity, and related 
concepts. 
 
In Judaism, End Times are usually called The End of Days (aḥarit ha-yamim, אחרית 
 a phrase that appears several times in the Tanakh. The idea of a messianic ,(הימים
age has a prominent place in Jewish thought, and is incorporated as part of the end 
of days. 
 
Overview and Textual Sources 
 
In Judaism, the main textual sources for the belief in the End of Days and 
accompanying events is the Tanach, or Hebrew Bible. In the Five Books of Moses, 
references are made in Deuteronomy 28-31, that the Jews will not be able to keep 
the Laws of Moses in the Land of Israel and will be subsequently exiled and 
ultimately redeemed. The books of the Hebrew Prophets elaborated and prophesied 
about the end of days. 
 
In Rabbinic Literature, the Rabbis elaborated and explained the prophecies that were 
found in the Hebrew Bible along with the Oral Law and Rabbinic traditions about its 
meaning.  
 
The main tenants of Jewish eschatology are the following, in no particular order, 
elaborated in the Books of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel: 
 

 God redeems Israel (i.e. the Jewish people) from the captivity that begun 

during the Babylonian Exile, in a new Exodus 

 God returns all the Jews to the Land of Israel and resettles them in the Land 

 God restores the House of David and the Temple in Jerusalem 

 God creates a regent from the House of David (i.e. the Messiah) to lead the 

Jewish people and the world and usher in an age of justice and peace 

 All nations recognize that the god of Israel is the only true God 

 God resurrects the dead 

 God creates a new heavens and a new earth 

 It is also believed that history will complete itself and the ultimate destination 

will be reached when all mankind returns to the Garden of Eden.  
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The Messiah 
 

The Hebrew word Mashiach (or Moshiach) refers to the Jewish idea of the Messiah. 
Like the English word Messiah, Mashiach means anointed.  
 
The Jewish messiah refers to a human leader, physically descended from the 
Davidic line, who will rule and unite the people of Israel and will usher in the 
Messianic Age of global and universal peace. While the Jewish messiah is 
considered to be one of the things that precede creation, he is not considered to be 
divine nor is he considered to be Jesus, in sharp contrast to Christian belief. 
 
In biblical times the title mashiach was awarded for somebody in a high position of 
nobility and greatness. For example, Cohen ha-Mašíaḥ means High Priest. In the 
Talmudic era the title Mashiach or חישמה ךלמ, Méleḫ ha-Mašíaḥ (in the Tiberian 
vocalization pronounced Méleḵ haMMāšîªḥ), literally meaning "the anointed King", is 
referred to the human Jewish leader and king who will redeem Israel in the End of 
Days and who will usher in a messianic era of peace and prosperity for both the living 
and the deceased. 
 
In the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) 
 
Most of the textual requirements concerning the messiah, what he will do, and what 
will be done during his reign are located within the Book of Isaiah, although 
requirements are mentioned in other prophets as well. 
 

 The Sanhedrin will be re-established (Isaiah 1:26) 

 Once he is King, leaders of other nations will look to him for guidance (Isaiah 

2:4) 

 The whole world will worship the One God of Israel (Isaiah 2:17) 

 He will be descended from King David (Isaiah 11:1) via King Solomon (1 

Chron. 22:8–10) 

 The Moshiach will be a man of this world, an observant Jew with "fear of God" 

(Isaiah 11:2) 

 Evil and tyranny will not be able to stand before his leadership (Isaiah 11:4) 

 Knowledge of God will fill the world (Isaiah 11:9) 

 He will include and attract people from all cultures and nations (Isaiah 11:10) 

 All Israelites will be returned to their homeland (Isaiah 11:12) 

 Death will be swallowed up forever (Isaiah 25:8) 

 There will be no more hunger or illness, and death will cease (Isaiah 25:8) 

 All of the dead will rise again (Isaiah 26:19) 

 The Jewish people will experience eternal joy and gladness (Isaiah 51:11) 

 He will be a messenger of peace (Isaiah 53:7) 

 Nations will recognize the wrongs they did Israel (Isaiah 52:13–53:5) 

 The peoples of the world will turn to the Jews for spiritual guidance 

(Zechariah 8:23) 

 The ruined cities of Israel will be restored (Ezekiel 16:55) 

 Weapons of war will be destroyed (Ezekiel 39:9) 
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 The Temple will be rebuilt (Ezekiel 40) resuming many of the suspended 

mitzvot 

 He will then perfect the entire world to serve God together (Zephaniah 3:9) 

 He will take the barren land and make it abundant and fruitful (Isaiah 51:3, 

Amos 9:13–15, Ezekiel 36:29–30, Isaiah 11:6–9) 

In the Talmud 
 
The Babylonian Talmud, tractate Sanhedrin, contains a long discussion of the events 
leading to the coming of the Messiah, for example: 
 

R. Johanan said: When you see a generation ever dwindling, 
hope for him [the Messiah], as it is written, and the afflicted 
people thou wilt save. R. Johanan said: When thou seest a 
generation overwhelmed by many troubles as by a river, 
await him, as it is written, when the enemy shall come in like 
a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against 
him; which is followed by, and the Redeemer shall come to 
Zion. R. Johanan also said: The son of David will come only 
in a generation that is either altogether righteous or 
altogether wicked. 'in a generation that is altogether 
righteous,' — as it is written, Thy people also shall be all 
righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever. 'Or altogether 
wicked,' — as it is written, And he saw that there was no 
man, and wondered that there was no intercessor; and it is 
[elsewhere] written, For mine own sake, even for mine own 
sake, will I do it.  
 

Throughout Jewish history Jews have compared these passages (and others) to 
contemporary events in search of signs of the Messiah's imminent arrival, continuing 
into present times. For example, many Orthodox Jewish leaders have suggested that 
the devastation among Jews wrought by the Holocaust may represent a sign of hope 
for the Messiah's present imminent arrival. 
 
The Talmud tells many stories about the Messiah, some of which represent famous 
Talmudic rabbis as receiving personal visitations from Elijah the Prophet and the 
Messiah. For example: 
 

R. Joshua b. Levi met Elijah standing by the entrance of R. 
Simeon b. Yohai's tomb. He asked him: 'Have I a portion in 
the world to come?' He replied, 'if this Master desires it.' R. 
Joshua b. Levi said, 'I saw two, but heard the voice of a 
third.' He then asked him, 'When will the Messiah come?' 
— 'Go and ask him himself,' was his reply. 'Where is he 
sitting?' — 'At the entrance.' And by what sign may I 
recognise him?' — 'He is sitting among the poor lepers: all 
of them untie [them] all at once, and rebandage them 
together, whereas he unties and rebandages each 
separately, [before treating the next], thinking, should I be 
wanted, [it being time for my appearance as the Messiah] I 
must not be delayed [through having to bandage a number 
of sores].' So he went to him and greeted him, saying, 
'peace upon thee, Master and Teacher.' 'peace upon thee, 
O son of Levi,' he replied. 'When wilt thou come Master?' 
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asked he, 'To-day', was his answer. On his returning to 
Elijah, the latter enquired, 'What did he say to thee?' — 
'peace Upon thee, O son of Levi,' he answered. Thereupon 
he [Elijah] observed, 'He thereby assured thee and thy 
father of [a portion in] the world to come.' 'He spoke falsely 
to me,' he rejoined, 'stating that he would come to-day, but 
has not.' He [Elijah] answered him, 'This is what he said to 
thee, To-day, if ye will hear his voice.' 
 

In Rabbinic commentaries 
 
The Medieval rabbinic figure Maimonides (Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon), also known as 
the Rambam, wrote a commentary to tractate Sanhedrin stressing a relatively 
naturalistic interpretation of the Messiah and de-emphasizing miraculous elements.  
 
His commentary became widely (although not universally) accepted in the non- or 
less-mystical branches of Orthodox Judaism:  
 

The Messianic age is when the Jews will regain their 
independence and all return to the land of Israel. The 
Messiah will be a very great king, he will achieve great fame, 
and his reputation among the gentile nations will be even 
greater than that of King Solomon. His great righteousness 
and the wonders that he will bring about will cause all 
peoples to make peace with him and all lands to serve 
him…. Nothing will change in the Messianic age, however, 
except that Jews will regain their independence. Rich and 
poor, strong and weak, will still exist. However it will be very 
easy for people to make a living, and with very little effort 
they will be able to accomplish very much…. it will be a time 
when the number of wise men will increase…. war shall not 
exist, and nation shall no longer lift up sword against 
nation…. The Messianic age will be highlighted by a 
community of the righteous and dominated by goodness and 
wisdom. It will be ruled by the Messiah, a righteous and 
honest king, outstanding in wisdom, and close to God. Do 
not think that the ways of the world or the laws of nature will 
change, this is not true. The world will continue as it is. The 
prophet Isaiah predicted "The wolf shall live with the sheep; 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid." This, however, is 
merely allegory, meaning that the Jews will live safely, even 
with the formerly wicked nations. All nations will return to the 
true religion and will no longer steal or oppress. Note that all 
prophecies regarding the Messiah are allegorical. Only in the 
Messianic age will we know the meaning of each allegory 
and what it comes to teach us. Our sages and prophets did 
not long for the Messianic age in order that they might rule 
the world and dominate the gentiles, the only thing they 
wanted was to be free for Jews to involve themselves with 
the Torah and its wisdom. 
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Advent of the Messianic Era 
 
According to the Talmud, the Midrash, and the Kabbalistic work, the Zohar, the 
'deadline' by which the Messiah must appear is 6000 years from creation. A majority 
of Orthodox and Hasidic Jews believe that the Hebrew calendar dates back to the 
time of creation; the year 2009-2010 (the Hebrew New Year beings during 
September or October) of the Gregorian calendar corresponds to the Hebrew year 
5770. 
 
There is a kabbalistic tradition that maintains that the 7 days of creation in Genesis 1 
correspond to seven millennia of the existence of natural creation. The tradition 
teaches that the seventh day of the week, Shabbat or the day of rest, corresponds to 
the seventh millennium (Hebrew years 6000 - 7000), the age of universal 'rest' - the 
Messianic Era. 
The Talmud comments: 
 

R. Katina said, “Six thousand years the world will exist and 
one [thousand, the seventh], it shall be desolate (haruv), as 
it is written, ‘And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day’ 
(Isa. 2:11)... R. Katina also taught, “Just as the seventh 
year is the Shmita year, so too does the world have one 
thousand years out of seven that are fallow (mushmat), as 
it is written, ‘And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day’ 
(Isa. 2:11); and further it is written, ‘A psalm and song for 
the Shabbat day’ (Ps. 92:1) – meaning the day that is 
altogether Shabbat – and also it is said, ‘For a thousand 
years in Thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past’ 
(Ps.90:4) (Sanhedrin 97a).” 
 

The Midrash comments: 
 

"Six aeons for going in and coming out, for war and peace. 
The seventh eon is entirely Shabbat and rest for life 
everlasting". 
 

The Zohar explains: 
 

"The redemption of Israel will come about through the 
mystic force of the letter “Vav” [which has the numerical 
value of six], namely, in the sixth millennium…. Happy are 
those who will be left alive at the end of the sixth 
millennium to enter the Shabbat, which is the seventh 
millennium; for that is a day set apart for the Holy One on 
which to effect the union of new souls with old souls in the 
world (Zohar, Vayera 119a)." 
 

Elaborating on this theme are numerous early and late Jewish scholars, including the 
Ramban, Isaac Abrabanel, Abraham Ibn Ezra, Rabbeinu Bachya, the Vilna Gaon, the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, the Ramchal, Aryeh Kaplan, and Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis.  
 
Orthodox Judaism 
 
The belief in a personal messiah of the Davidic line is a universal tenet of faith 
among Orthodox Jews and one of Maimonides' thirteen principles of faith. 
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Some authorities in Orthodox Judaism believe that this era will lead to supernatural 
events culminating in a bodily resurrection of the dead. Maimonides, on the other 
hand, holds that the events of the messianic era are not specifically connected with 
the resurrection. 
 
Conservative Judaism 
 
Conservative Judaism varies in its teachings. While it retains traditional references to 
a personal redeemer and prayers for the restoration of the Davidic line in the liturgy, 
Conservative Jews are more inclined to accept the idea of a messianic era: 
 

We do not know when the Messiah will come, nor whether 
he will be a charismatic human figure or is a symbol of the 
redemption of mankind from the evils of the world. Through 
the doctrine of a Messianic figure, Judaism teaches us that 
every individual human being must live as if he or she, 
individually, has the responsibility to bring about the 
messianic age. Beyond that, we echo the words of 
Maimonides based on the prophet Habakkuk (2:3) that 
though he may tarry, yet do we wait for him each day… 
(Emet ve-Emunah: Statement of Principles of Conservative 
Judaism)  

 
Reform Judaism 
 
Reform Judaism generally concurs with the more liberal Conservative perspective of 
a future messianic era rather than a personal messiah. Reflecting its philosophical 
position, Reform Judaism, unlike Conservative Judaism, has altered the traditional 
prayers to refer to "Redemption" rather than "a Redeemer" and removed petitions for 
restoration of the House of David.  
 
Reconstructionist Judaism 
 
Reconstructionist Judaism rejects the ideas of both a personal messiah and a 
divinely instituted messianic age. It does teach that human beings can help bring 
about a better future world. Like Reform Judaism, Reconstructionist Judaism has 
also altered traditional prayers so that they no longer refer to a personal Messiah.  
 
 

The Days of the Messiah 
 

According to Jewish tradition, the Messianic Era will be one of global harmony, a 
future era of universal peace and brotherhood on earth, and one conducive to the 
furtherment of the knowledge of the Creator. In this context, the earliest meaning of 
the word "messianic" is derived from notion of Yemot HaMashiach meaning "The 
Days of the Messiah", meaning "related to the Jewish Messiah". The Jewish Messiah 
ushering in an era of universal peace is given expression in two scriptural passages 
from the Book of Isaiah: 
 

They shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation will not lift sword against 
nation and they will no longer study warfare. (Isaiah 2:4) 
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The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down 
with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling 
together; and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed 
with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the 
lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the 
hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the 
viper's nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on my 
entire holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. (Isaiah 
11:6-9) 
 

According to the Book of Jeremiah, Moab and Biblical Elam which were exiled during 
the Babylonian Exile, will be brought back from their captivity in the end of days.  
In the Book of Jeremiah, it is referenced by Jeremiah, who, speaking in the days of 
Josiah (Jer. 3:16), prophesied a future time, possibly the end of days, when the Ark 
will no longer be talked about or be made again: 
 

"And it shall be that when you multiply and become fruitful 
in the land, in those days - the word of the LORD - they will 
no longer say, 'The Ark of the Covenant of the LORD' and it 
will not come to mind; they will not mention it, and will not 
recall it, and it will not be used anymore." - Jeremiah 3:16 
 

Rashi comments on this verse that "The entire people will be so imbued with the 
spirit of sanctity that God's Presence will rest upon them collectively, as if the 
congregation itself was the Ark of the Covenant."  
 

Gog and Magog 
 

According to some commentators, the war of Gog and Magog envisioned in Ezekiel 
38 is expected to occur in the end of days. This is described to be a climatic war that 
is said to occur at the end of the Jewish exile. Persia and other powers from the north 
are said to attack Israel, where the G-d of Israel reveals himself and ends the war. 
Radak comments on Zechariah 14, that in the end of days Jerusalem will be the 
battle ground of Gog and Magog. 
 
According to other commentators the long exile has already made up for it and it will 
no longer occur.  
 

The World to Come 
 

Although Judaism concentrates on the importance of the Earthly world (Olam Ha'zeh 
— "this world"), all of classical Judaism posits an afterlife. The Hereafter is known as 
'olam ha-ba (the "world to come", אבה םלוע in Hebrew), and related to concepts of 
Gan Eden (the Heavenly "Garden of Eden", or Paradise) and Gehinom. According to 
religious Judaism, any non-Jew who lives according to the Seven Laws of Noah is 
regarded as a Righteous Gentile, and is assured of a place in the world to come, the 
final reward of the righteous.  
 
Hebrew Bible 
 
The phrase 'olam ha-ba, (אבה םלוע) "The World to Come" does not occur in the 
Hebrew Bible. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Jeremiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moab
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_Elam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonian_Exile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Jeremiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeremiah_%28prophet%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rashi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radak
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zechariah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olam_Ha%27zeh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hereafter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_to_come
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden_of_Eden#In_Jewish_eschatology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gehenna
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Laws_of_Noah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ger_toshav
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_Bible


 83 

Late Second Temple Period 
 
In the late Second Temple Period, beliefs about the ultimate fate of the individual 
were diverse. Pharisees believed in resurrection, while Essenes believed in the 
immortality of the soul, and Sadducees, apparently, believed in neither. The Dead 
Sea Scrolls, Jewish Pseudepigrapha and Jewish magical papyri reflect this diversity. 
 
Talmudic views 
 
The Mishnah (c. 200) lists belief in the resurrection of the dead as one of three 
essential beliefs necessary for a Jew to participate in it: 
 

All Israel have a portion in the world to come, for it is 
written: 'Thy people are all righteous; they shall inherit the 
land forever, the branch of my planting, the work of my 
hands, that I may be glorified.' But the following have no 
portion therein: one who maintains that resurrection is not a 
biblical doctrine, the Torah was not divinely revealed, and 
an Apikoros ("heretic"). 
 

The Gemara relates several stories of people who visited cemeteries and either 
overheard conversations among dead people or actually conversed with the dead 
themselves, and received information that was later verified as factually correct.  
 
The Shem HaGedolim by Chaim Joseph David Azulai, relates and discusses several 
incidents of dead Sages returning to our world to visit their families and friends.  
 
Medieval rabbinical views 
 
While all classic rabbinic sources discuss the afterlife, the classic medieval scholars 
dispute the nature of existence in the "End of Days" after the messianic period. While 
Maimonides describes an entirely spiritual existence for souls, which he calls 
"disembodied intellects," Nahmanides discusses an intensely spiritual existence on 
Earth, where spirituality and physicality are merged.  
 
Both agree that life after death is as Maimonides describes the "End of Days." This 
existence entails an extremely heightened understanding of and connection to the 
Divine Presence. This view is shared by all classic rabbinic scholars.  
 
There is much rabbinic material on what happens to the soul of the deceased after 
death, what it experiences, and where it goes. At various points in the afterlife 
journey, the soul may encounter: Hibbut ha-kever, the pains of the grave; Dumah, the 
angel of silence; Satan as the angel of death; the Kaf ha-Kela, the catapult of the 
soul; Gehinom (purgatory); and Gan Eden (heaven or paradise).  
 
All classic rabbinic scholars agree that these concepts are beyond typical human 
understanding. Therefore, these ideas are expressed throughout rabbinic literature 
through many varied parables and analogies.  
 
Gehinom is fairly well defined in rabbinic literature. It is sometimes translated as 
"hell", but is much closer to the Catholic view of purgatory than to the Christian view 
of hell, which differs greatly from the classical Jewish view. In Judaism, gehinom — 
while certainly a terribly unpleasant place or state — is not hell.  
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The overwhelming majority of rabbinic thought maintains that souls are not tortured in 
gehinom forever; the longest that one can be there is said to be eleven months, with 
extremely rare exception. This is the reason that even when in mourning for near 
relatives, Jews will not recite mourner's kaddish for longer than an eleven month 
period. Gehinom is considered a spiritual forge where the soul is purified for its 
eventual ascent to Gan Eden ("Garden of Eden"). 
 
In Orthodox Judaism 
 
Orthodox Judaism maintains the tenet of the bodily resurrection of the dead, 
including traditional references to it in the liturgy. In explaining the Orthodox view of 
the afterlife, Irving Greenberg, a Modern Orthodox rabbi, discussed both the "world to 
come" and the belief in punishment and reward in a Moment Magazine "Ask the 
Rabbis" forum: 
 

Belief in the afterlife - a world to come in which the 
righteous get their true reward and the wicked get their 
deserved comeuppance - is a central teaching of traditional 
Judaism. This belief stems from the conviction that a loving 
God would not allow injustice to win. 
 
When the facts of life did not fit the Bible's emphasis on 
reward and punishment in the here and now, this faith in 
the afterlife was emphasized. In the Middle Ages, when 
Jews suffered so much while enemies ruled the world, the 
stress on the world to come grew stronger.  
 
Some religious teachers taught that this life is 
"unimportant," and that one should live only to be worthy of 
eternal bliss. This view spilled over into asceticism and less 
respect for the body and material activity. 
 
Early modernizers reversed direction. They validated 
Judaism and dismissed Christianity by insisting that 
Judaism is interested only in doing well in earthly life. 
Christianity was criticized as otherworldly, repressive and 
dreaming only of getting to heaven. It was described as 
cruel for condemning people to eternal damnation. This 
modern one-sided emphasis on mortal life robbed Jews of 
the profound consolation of eternal life and justice for all 
who suffered unjustly and innocently. 
 
What is needed is the classical Jewish ability to hold both 
sides of the tension. Such Judaism would inspire people to 
find God in the secular, to unite body and soul, to work for 
tkkun olam (repairing the world) in the here and now. At the 
same time, it would uphold the reality of the spirit and the 
immortality of the soul. This faith offers the consolation of a 
final reunion - with those we have loved and lost with the El 
Maleh Rachamim, the Infinite God of Compassion.  
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In Conservative Judaism 
 
Conservative Judaism has generally retained the tenet of the bodily resurrection of 
the dead, including traditional references to it in the liturgy. However, many 
Conservative Jews interpret the tenet metaphorically rather than literally. 
Conservative Judaism both affirms belief in the world beyond (as referenced in the 
Amidah and Maimonides' Thirteen Precepts of Faith) while recognizing that human 
understanding is limited and we cannot know exactly what the world beyond consists 
of.  
 
 
Reform and Reconstructionist Judaism 
 
Reform and Reconstructionist Judaism have altered traditional references to the 
resurrection of the dead ("who gives life to the dead") to refer to "who gives life to all". 
Reform and Reconstructionist Judaism affirm belief in the afterlife, though they 
downplay the theological implications in favour of emphasizing the importance of the 
"here and now," as opposed to reward and punishment. Rabbi Laura Novak Winer, a 
member of the Union for Reform Judaism, explains the Reform attitude towards the 
afterlife by quoting Abraham Joshua Heschel: 
 

True, this world is only a 'vestibule to the world to come,' 
where we must prepare ourselves before we enter the 
'banquet hall.' Yet in the eyes of God, the endeavour and 
the participation are greater than the achievement and 
perfection.  
 

The "this world" orientation is not limited to the Reform and Reconstructionist 
movements. Rabbi Shmuley Boteach, in expounding the Chabad view of the 
afterlife, also affirms the necessity of focusing on one's legacy, along with Chabad's 
traditional belief in bodily resurrection in the Messianic era: 
 

...none would dispute that a man's good acts live on as an 
eternal legacy after him, which is why Judaism has always 
emphasized the importance of positive action...just as the 
Talmud says the patriarch Jacob never died because his 
children continue the tradition he taught them, the same 
can be said of Martin Luther King Jr., whose commitment to 
racial harmony we continue to embrace, or of the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, whose pioneering work in returning 
Jews to their heritage continues to influence every strand of 
world Jewry.  
 

Reincarnation 
 

The notion of reincarnation, while held as a mystical belief by some, is not an 
essential tenet of traditional Judaism. It is not mentioned in traditional classical 
sources such as the Tanakh ("Hebrew Bible"), the classical rabbinic works (Mishnah 
and Talmud), or Maimonides' 13 Principles of Faith. While one might contend the 
idea of reincarnation is not outlined in the Tanakh, there exist references to 
resurrection throughout Isaiah. 
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However, books of Kabbalah — Jewish mysticism — teach a belief in gilgul, 
transmigration of souls, and hence the belief is universal in Hasidic Judaism, which 
regards the Kabbalah as sacred and authoritative. 
 
Among well-known Rabbis who rejected the idea of reincarnation are Saadia Gaon, 
David Kimhi, Hasdai Crescas, Yedayah Bedershi (early 14th century), Joseph Albo, 
Abraham ibn Daud and Leon de Modena. Among the Geonim, Hai Gaon argued with 
Saadia Gaon in favour of gilgulim. 
 
Rabbis who accepted the idea of reincarnation include, from Medieval times: the 
mystical leaders Nahmanides (the Ramban) and Rabbenu Bahya ben Asher; from 
the 16th-century: Levi ibn Habib (the Ralbah), and from the mystical school of Safed 
Shelomoh Alkabez, Isaac Luria (the Ari) and his exponent Hayyim Vital; and from the 
18th-century: the founder of Hasidism Yisrael Baal Shem Tov, later Hasidic Masters, 
and the Lithuanian Jewish Orthodox leader and Kabbalist the Vilna Gaon. 
 
With the 16th-century rational systemisation of Cordoveran Kabbalah by the Ramak, 
and the subsequent new paradigm of Lurianic Kabbalah by the Ari, Kabbalah 
replaced "Hakirah" (Rationalistic Medieval Jewish Philosophy) as the mainstream 
traditional Jewish theology, both in scholarly circles and in the popular imagination. 
Isaac Luria taught new explanations of the process of gilgul, and identification of the 
reincarnations of historic Jewish figures, which were compiled by Haim Vital in his 
Shaar HaGilgulim. 
 
In Kabbalistic understanding of gilgul, which differs from many Eastern-religious 
views, reincarnation is not fatalistic or automatic, nor is it essentially a punishment of 
sin, or reward of virtue. In Judaism, the Heavenly realms could fulfill Maimonides' 
Principle of faith in Reward and Punishment. Rather, it is concerned with the process 
of individual Tikkun (Rectification) of the soul. In Kabbalistic interpretation, each 
Jewish soul is reincarnated enough times only in order to fulfil each of the 613 
Mitzvot. The souls of the righteous among the Nations may be assisted through 
gilgulim to fulfil their Seven Laws of Noah.  
 
As such gilgul is an expression of Divine compassion, and is seen as a Heavenly 
agreement with the individual soul to descend again. This stress on physical 
performance and perfection of each Mitzvah is tied to the Lurianic doctrine of Cosmic 
Tikkun of Creation. In these new teachings, a cosmic catastrophe occurred at the 
beginning of Creation called the "Shattering of the Vessels" of the Sephirot in the 
"World of Tohu (Chaos)".  
 
The vessels of the Sephirot broke and fell down through the spiritual Worlds until 
they were embedded in our physical realm as "sparks of holiness" (Nitzutzot). The 
reason in Lurianic Kabbalah that almost all Mitzvot involve physical action is that 
through their performance, they elevate each particular Spark of holiness associated 
with that commandment. Once all the Sparks are redeemed to their spiritual source, 
the Messianic Era begins.  
 
This metaphysical theology gives cosmic significance to the life of each person, as 
each individual has particular tasks that only they can fulfil. Therefore, gilgulim assist 
the individual soul in this cosmic plan. This also explains the Kabbalistic reason why 
the future eschatological Utopia will be in this World, as only in the lowest, Physical 
realm is the purpose of Creation fulfilled. 
 
The idea of gilgul became popular in folk belief, and is found in much Yiddish 
literature among Ashkenazi Jews. 
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The Last Judgment 
 

 

In Judaism, the Day of Judgment happens every year on Rosh HaShana, therefore 
the belief in a last day of judgment for all mankind is disputed. Some Rabbis hold that 
there will be such a day following the resurrection of the dead. 
 
Others hold that there is no need for that because of Rosh HaShana. While yet 
others hold that this accounting and judgment happens when one dies. Yet others 
hold that the last judgment only applies to the gentile nations and not the Jewish 
people. 

  
End of Articles 
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