
 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A collection of spiritual writings by Peter McArthur 

issachar.org 

 
 

© Peter Douglas McArthur 2018 asserts a  
copyright that is purely a matter of preserving  
his material from any commercial exploitation.  
As with all his work, permission to copy and  

use it for personal study is freely given,  
provided that it is presented unaltered 

and not sold for commercial gain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.issachar.org/


 

2 
 

The Issachar Scroll Writings Volume 4      
 
These writings and the other Volumes in this series are some of the monthly teachings that 
have appeared on The Issachar Ministry web site (issachar.org) over the past 10 years or 
so. I felt it helpful to compile the writings into easy-to-access volumes rather than just have 
them listed on the web site and singularly at other sites. So, here they are. I hope they may 
help you grow in the Messiah and the Father’s grand purpose for us all. 
 
Peter McArthur 
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The Issue of Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

By Peter McArthur 

Once upon a time...Yes this is a blog about worship! Once upon a time you could go into a 
church building (pre-Reformation) and upon entering the first thing you'd notice were the 
seats/pews all orientated towards the sanctuary. 
 
The next thing to quickly grab your attention was the aisle down the middle leading your eye 
to focus on the main issue relating to the building. This of course was the sanctuary in which 
stood the altar, the "holy of holies" as far as Catholicism was concerned, where the Mass 
was celebrated with great pageantry and solemnity. 
 
Surrounding the altar were stained glass windows, candles, statues and crosses, etc. But 
the main centre of focus was definitely the sanctuary and its altar. Churches were 
deliberately designed to draw the eye down the aisle towards the altar. Strategically placed 
pillars enhanced this. See below. 
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 After the Reformation (16th century+) the altar was generally displaced by the pulpit, to 
allow for the preaching of the Word as THE central issue. Although in some cases like in 
Anglican and Lutheran buildings the altar and pulpit were in relatively close proximity. In 
following decades the Protestant pulpit became quite as grand as the Catholic altar it sought 
to replace! Just look at this photo below. 
 
 

 
 
 
Then in the 19th and 20th centuries we even had the pulpit moved aside somewhat, in order 
to accommodate the choir. While the overall layout of church buildings retained the seating 
and aisle arrangement in various forms, the purpose was to draw attention to what was 
happening "on the stage" or platform. Again see below. 
 
 

 
 
 
So gradually we had a transition from altar to pulpit to choir. Now of course the pace has 
quickened considerably and the choir has given way to - wait for it! The BAND. No longer 
are the musicians and singers referred to as the "Music Ministry" or whatever, but now 
they're “The Band”. 
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The progression has accelerated over the past couple of decades but isn’t probably noticed 
much by the younger generation. Might I say here that I am not against contemporary forms 
of music in church, although of course I’d have to clarify that somewhat. It needs to be 
reverent (that doesn’t mean “boring” by the way), Christ-focused, and devoid of as much 
“me-I-my” wording as possible. I’ve sung songs that never mention the Lord’s name at all, 
and it could almost be just a lovely romantic song to my spouse! 
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It’s also surprising how many Christians get their theology from songs. I’m still amazed at 
how often in contemporary Christian songs the Old Testament concept of the Atonement is 
still used. Lyrics which emphasis the blood of the Lamb covering our sin for example. The 
New Testament concept is radically different because the blood of Jesus no longer covers 
our sin, but removes (washes) it completely. What’s just as concerning is that the Pastor 
doesn’t bother to correct the glaring mistake, or maybe he doesn’t know the difference! 
  
And where did all those “whoa-oh-oh” words come from? Secular music of course. In 2015 
there were over 60 secular songs that used those words in different ways. But why are they 
used in church as we sing unto the Lord? “Do not be conformed to this world…” (Romans 
12:1) 
  
According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary “whoa” means a “command (as to a draft 
animal) to stand still; or for someone to cease or slow a course of action or a line of thought”. 
Not really the attitude you want to have during worship to the King of kings! 
  
At times the worldly attitude has more than encroached into the sanctuary. Without throwing 
it all away maybe we need to “whoa” ourselves and really THINK about what we’re actually 
singing? The image below probably sums it up fairly well. 
 

 

 

A.W. Tozer said: “Worship is no longer worship when it reflects the culture around us 
more than the Christ within us.” 
  
Enough said on the negative side; although I prefer to call it “the adjusting” side. So let’s take 
a look at worship in a wider aspect. 
  

_____________________________________ 
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All things have a history, even the unseen spiritual realm. The spiritual history of the 
universe is really about “who shall be worshipped.” One of the things I’ve learnt over 50 
years of being a follower of Jesus is to “go back to the beginning of things” when trying to 
discern a particular issue, in this case back to the book of Genesis. 
  
From the very beginning the enemy of our souls  the serpent              h in  ebrew and 
       drakon in Greek = dragon) has wanted power, authority and worship. He was and is 
after centre stage. What goes on at the front "on-stage" at church is still important! 
  

(Rev 12:9)  “And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is 
called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down 
to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.” (See also Rev 20:2) 

  
This desire for centre-stage continued on even at the coming of the Messiah (Mtt 4:9). 
  

“...and he said to Him, "All these things I will give You, if You fall down 
and worship me." 

  
At the end of all things we find the very same issue is there. 
  

“They worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast.” (Rev 
13:4) 

  
“All who dwell on the earth will worship him.” (Rev 13:8) 

  
Have you noticed how often Satan attacks at a “slant” and rarely “front-on” as it were. He 
aims for the spirit of man in the hidden place, because it’s there he believes he can and 
should be worshipped. He attempts to get to our spirit via the mind, emotions and will. He 
wants to install himself as “god”. 
  
To be worshipped means to ultimately receive all things. (1 Cor 15:28)  “When all things 
are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who 
subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all.” Satan wants this too, but for 
himself! 
  
In the end of all things, only one thing really matters: Who is worshipped, and who 
do you worship? Worship of course is more than singing, etc – we know that. It's actually 
putting Satan in his right place and exalting Jesus in His rightful place. Worship has been 
expressed as "telling the Father how great His son is"! What a wonderful way of putting it. 
  
Always the most important spiritual things come down to one big issue, who is to be 
worshipped? In fact it could be said the whole issue of Scripture is “Who deserves to be 
worshipped”. We see this in Jesus’ words in Mtt 16:15 “But who do you say that I am?" 
  
Ultimately it’s the real issue of all creation. When we were Born Again we were marked out 
to specially worship Jesus. Plenty of Christians go every Sunday “to worship” but the real 
issue boils down to this: is it truly “in spirit and truth”?  Jhn 4:23-24). 
  
The first occasion worship is mentioned in Scripture is found in Gen 22:5 “Abraham said to 
his young men, "Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go over there; and 
we will worship and return to you." 
  
The final occasion is in Rev 22:9 “But he (the angel) said to me, "Do not do that. I am a 
fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the 
words of this book. Worship God." 
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 So we find that from the first book of Scripture and again in the last book  “worship” is at the 
heart of the matter. Strange as it may seem the New Testament gives us NO clear definition 
of what worship actually is. 
  
There are two words used to e press what we translate as  worship .  ne word is         
(       ) meaning “to serve”. The other is           (         ) which means “to 
reverence”. Jesus combined both of these when  e said “Go, Satan! For it is written, "You 
shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve." (Mtt 4:10). 
  
It’s often been pointed out that “worship” in Greek comes from the two words pros(towards) 
and kuneo (to kiss) which gives us a lovely idea of homage, and the acknowledgment of a 
superior with reverence, respect and love. Another way of putting it is to say that true 
worship is recognising the Father’s supremacy in all things, to yield to the Lordship of Jesus, 
and to bend our will and mind in obedience to the Holy Spirit. Not just in singing when the 
saints gather, but all through life. 
  
 aving said all that it’s VERY important to use music and lyrics that fit the definition of the 
above. And by the way it’s not necessary that worship songs need to always be slow and 
soft. That’s pretty much man’s tradition. On the other scale of things (excuse the pun!) songs 
that portray themselves as “worship” but which include the “me-I-my” words need to be 
scrutinised fairly heavily. Self-centredness during worship is self-defeating. Worship songs 
should be focussed on God and His great works, His eternal characteristics, and about His 
glorious Son. 
  
Have you noticed during a church service (terribly phrase!) how the congregation respond 
when the lyrics speak of God’s greatness and His attributes? The volume increases 
noticeably, the arms are often raised spontaneously, and there’s a noticeable sense of “the 
divine” among the saints. We love those songs. We instinctively “know” they’re great, and we 
respond in a very natural (super-natural) way! It’s glorious. Why don’t the song leaders 
always pick up on that? Why don’t the Pastors click that THOSE are the songs that cause us 
to raise our adoration heavenward. They’re about Jesus, they tell of the glories of the Father, 
they speak of eternal things – they remind us of Home! 
  
I once asked my congregation to stop asking God for anything in their prayers for one week, 
and instead tell Him how great He is. Most of them took the home work in their stride and did 
just that. The result was wonderful. Testimonies came flooding back of the difference it made 
in their minds, attitudes and of course their prayer life. What if we did a similar thing 
regarding our worship? What if we decided not to sing any songs for a whole month that 
included any of the “me-I-my” words and didn’t ask God for anything for ourselves? What if 
we only sang songs that just told God about Himself? What if we expressed our worship to 
Him by simply singing and saying how wonderful He is? 
  
I’m certain it would shake up our singing, praise and worship times remarkably. In fact it 
might be that we’d jettison many of those rather “feely” lyrics that speak about our feelings 
and wanting to be “touched” by the Spirit, wanting “more” (for ourselves of course), and 
looking for a manifestation of His power to "soak" in, etc. You get the drift I’m sure. 
  
Time to close, but I sense that this text sums much of it up. "Who will not fear You Oh 
Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; for all the nations will come 
and worship before You....”  Rev 15:4) 
  
Blessings to you in the Messiah. 
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The Father’s Determination 

 

By Peter McArthur 

Our Father has made a determination, and it is that nothing that is not OF Christ and IN 

Christ shall ultimately remain. His great plan is being worked out line upon line, until His end 

purpose is accomplished, which is that everything not aligned to His Son shall be removed. 

He will re-fill His entire creation afresh with all that is OF Christ. The un-Christ things shall be 

emptied, and the in-Christ shall fill all. 

The reality of this truth is that the Father will only accept, bless and recognize those things 

that are solely aligned with Christ. Anything not, will be put aside and receive no recognition 

whatsoever – even some ministries.  

What does this mean to us? It means the Father will only put His seal of approval on those 

things that are Christly. It is all about what measure of Christ is in us, what standard of that 

measure we preach, teach and live by. If the measure is not declaring Christ, then it will not 

be recognized by the Father. 

Only sow to those things that are aligned to Christ and are extending the Kingdom. By our 

recognition of this one stately fact, this grand truth, which the Father is working toward, we 

could transform our thinking and actions so that we NOW on this earth, adjust our lives to 

align with all that is Christly.  

What a wondrous revolution of attitude that would bring to us! What a transformation of heart 

and mind. How great a change from our daily grind of pressing on with desperate faith and 

seeking God’s blessings. Seeing from this great determination of the Father’s will is indeed a 

liberating thing. By aligning our hearts to His in this matter we begin to see why He deals 

with us the way He does. Everything begins to fit into place, and we recognize that there is 

nothing wayward or random about the way He shapes us into conforming to His Son. 

By this we clearly see the end point, the grand purpose of the great plan, and our 

identification with it begins to answer all our besetting problems. We find ourselves walking 

on a street called “straight” and the end purpose beckons us on as we make haste to its 

magnificent ending. Oh may that day hasten indeed! 

Peter McArthur 
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Harmony of Revelation & Teaching 
 

 

By Peter McArthur 

Revelatory teaching comes in various forms, some of which are depicted metaphorically as 
dew, rain, raindrops and showers. 
  

“ Moses said) My doctrine shall drop as the rain; my speech shall drop down as 
the dew, as the raindrops on the tender plant, and as the showers on the 
grass.” Deut. 32:2 

  
There appears to be a sequence here - rain, dew, raindrops, and showers. The difference 
between the types are interesting when considering how revelation interacts with doctrine, or 
teaching. Let’s look at this passage in some depth. 
  
“My doctrine” (H3948) in Hebrew means to carry away, to attract or gain over the heart by 
eloquence or persuasive speech. The Septuagint (the Greek Old Testament) translates the 
word as apophthegm which means a weighty saying. Moses is saying he has something of 
extreme importance to impart to his hearers. He is desiring that his message would gain 
authority over men’s hearts, attracting them and influencing them to produce lasting fruit. 
The phrase “my doctrine” actually means something received and alludes to instruction 
received by insight (revelation).   
  
"Rain” (H4306) means simply that, rain. Neither a downpour, heavy showers or wild 
weather. Moses declares that his insightful doctrine shall indeed drop as the rain - it shall 
come drop by drop as rain, beginning slowly and distinctly but eventually increasing more 
and more until all is poured down and the whole divine revelation is complete. Some say this 
refers to the coming of the Gospel and its spread across the globe. 
  
“Dew” (H2919) means a covering over vegetation; a night mist. Moses’ speech shall 
descend gently and softly on the ear and the heart of his hearers (and later readers), like the 
dew which moistens and refreshes all that it touches. 
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“Raindrops” (H8164) from a word that means a shaggy or rough goat (H8163). What’s the 
connection? Perhaps it refers to the inconsistent falling of rain that is rough in its manner. 
  
“And as the showers” (H7241) means to multiply, abundance, to increase greatly, copious 
showers, heavy showers, shower after shower, or rather a continual rain whose drops are 
greatly multiplied on the earth beyond human calculation. 
  
Notice that dew, rain, raindrops and showers are those things that connect the heavens and 
the earth. These are fitting metaphors to describe how revelation comes down to us, not at 
man’s bidding but at heaven’s command. We cannot manufacture nor demand any 
revelation; the Lord will send it when He knows the time. 
  
In verse 31 we find Moses calling on heaven and earth to bear witness to what he’s saying. 
This was no ordinary speech or sermon, this was truth being prophesied. Moses was in fact 
bringing an admonition to the people because of their rebellious nature, and what he has to 
say comes directly from heaven as revelation (Deut. 31:19). In fact it’s a song! 
  

“Now then, write this song for you, and teach it to the sons of Israel. Put it in 
their mouths, so that this song shall be for a witness to Me against the sons of 
Israel.” Deut. 31:19 (see also verses 21-22 and 30) 

  
It’s an interesting insight that revelation can often come as a song, and that typologically 
speaking songs are revelations. Compare the Book of Revelation; there are a two definite 
songs in it (5:9 and 15:3) with the possibility that other sayings (like 11:17f) were in fact 
song-like too. So instead of calling this book the Revelation of Jesus Christ we could call it 
“the Song of Jesus Christ”. Think then how this relates to the Song of Songs in the Old 
Testament. Change the metaphor for that book and you get the Revelation of Revelations, 
and what revelations there are in that song book! 
  
Back to the rain! In Jewish tradition words of admonition (as in Moses’ speech/song) are 
analogous to rain. When rain falls on trees, plants and crops, growth isn’t noticed 
immediately. It takes time for the rain to have an effect. So too with admonition. It takes time 
for us to listen and respond to an admonition. Generally we react against being told off, but 
God calls us to listen, really listen to His song and to respond accordingly. 
  
This song then is an admonition to Israel of which heaven and earth are called to bear 
witness (two for witness). In fact that same song will be sung again at the end of the age 
when it becomes the Song of the Lamb (Rev. 15:3-4). So in all of Scripture this song will be 
sung twice, as a witness and as a completed prophecy. 
  
Let’s pursuer the imagery of dew, rain and showers just a little further. Dew and rain never 
form together, and note that dew doesn’t have the life-sustaining power that rain has. Dew is 
usually perennial, unlike rain which comes and goes according to seasons. “Rain” comes 
down from above, in the atmosphere. “Dew” can come from either the humid atmosphere or 
the humidity held within the soil. So in the case of “dew” the water can be formed by a 
coming down and a going up. This is a wonderful metaphor for how truth both comes down 
to us from the Lord, and comes up from us after it’s done its covering work. 
  
“Dew” in the natural is often referred to as a covering, and in fact only covers those things 
that are somewhat out of direct contact with the ground (earth). Dew forms when radiant 
heat from an object drops low enough to draw vapour from the surrounding atmosphere or 
the soil. In many cultures “dew” stands for purity and freshness, so how fitting that Moses 
should sing a song with such wonderful freshness about it. 
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Revelation is that which comes down to us at times chosen solely by the Lord. Insight that 
comes out of such revelation is often presented by the prophets, and sometimes apostles. 
This would seem natural as the Word declares that the church is built upon the foundation of 
these two ministries (Eph. 2:20). But I sincerely believe that a generation of revelatory 
teachers is coming forth who will give fresh understanding to such revelations, and anchor 
them firmly to Scripture. 
  
Sometimes there exists a conflict between the joint apostolic/prophetic ministries and the 
teaching ministries because of how the two groups tend to function. Apostles and prophets 
are the foundation-layers and often move in wider revelation than teachers of the Word, who 
primarily feed the Body. But as mentioned at the beginning of this booklet, I believe that the 
time is fast approaching when teachers shall begin to receive great revelation that may well 
astound even the prophets. All the so-called ascension gift/five-fold ministries are necessary 
and are to work together. Each comes from a different aspect, but none is better than the 
other. Rather than competing, each is to work to build as God has anointed him or her. 
  

“It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for 
works of service, so that the Body of Christ may be built up.”Eph. 4:11-12 

  
We are to appreciate and draw from each anointing, while not entering into idolatry by 
exalting one over another. Clearly apostles are only servants sent by the Lord to equip us. 
The resulting fruit in our lives is a result of God’s grace. 
  

“For when one says, "I follow Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are you 
not mere men? What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, 
through whom you came to believe, as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 
I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who 
plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.”1 
Cor 3:4-7 

  
As a demonstration of His grace, God chooses whom He will. It is God’s choice who will 
serve as an apostle or pastor, etc. God has both learned and unlearned apostles; for 
example Paul the pharisee and Peter the fisherman. A brief look at this diversity is helpful to 
avoid exalting one over the other. 
  
Paul was a theologian, the highest educated of all the apostles of his day. His theological 
training helped him convince others of the soundness of the doctrine of Jesus Christ, as well 
as to combat erroneous doctrine. He had received powerful supernatural revelations, and 
not only was his conversion a supernatural encounter but this theologian was caught up into 
the third heaven. The natural tendency of most of us would be to be conceited. 
  
Yet after receiving such revelation Paul studied them solely in the light of Scripture (the OT) 
for years. Then, in humility, he submitted his revelation to those who were apostles before 
him, regardless of his intense theological training. He respected the insight and 
understanding of those who were older than he in the Lord, even if they were less educated 
than he in theology. Paul was the highest educated of all the New Testament apostles and 
probably had the deepest revelation – a contradiction by today’s standards. 
  

“Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I 
took Titus along also. I went in response to a revelation and set before them 
the gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. But I did this privately to those 
who seemed to be leaders, for fear that I was running or had run my race in 
vain.”Gal 2:1-2 
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Peter, one of these “leaders” who could’ve asserted his authority in pride as being the 
premiere apostle, actually affirmed Paul’s revelation. Peter was willing to submit to the 
revelation of another brother. Yes, and even learned men such as Paul, need to be 
teachable. They can learn from the unlearned, like Peter. The reverse is also true. All need 
to be teachable. Please note that being teachable doesn’t mean you’re gullible! 
  

“Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He 
was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. He had been 
instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervour and taught 
about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to 
speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they 
invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more 
adequately.”Acts 18:24-26 

  
Paul taught that there is no conflict between true prophetic revelation and good Scriptural 
doctrine. We would do well to remember that the Bible was an experience before it was 
written down! Sometimes the understanding of Scripture follows a supernatural experience. 
For example, following the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost, Peter explained that only in 
the light of that supernatural experience did Scripture become clear to them: “This is t at…” 
(Acts 2:16). 
  
We find in the Bible that the apostles’ doctrine was a uniform body of teaching; a consensus 
of both the prophetic ones and the teaching ones. They recognized the need for one 
another. The apostles’ doctrine was in harmony with one another and was clearly 
communicated to the brethren. The highest-educated ministers of today still need to speak in 
a way that the common person can understand. The gospel is actually quite simple and 
straightforward; this doesn’t of course mean it’s “simplistic.” Even so-called “deep teaching” 
can be understood when communicated in a simple and clear manner. True apostles are 
concerned for the building up of the Body of Christ, not for their scholarly kudos or approval. 
  
Having self-sacrificial love is more important than revelation or miracles or a formal 
education. Character is more important than gifting. Maturity is more important than 
anointing. Christian maturity is being like Jesus in character - that is, the Word becoming 
fleshed out in our individual lives (see 1 Cor. 13:2). 
  
So we find that apostles are to proclaim the mystery of Christ which has already been 
revealed, beginning as far back as Genesis 3:15. Therefore all subsequent apostolic-
prophetic revelation is to retain Scripture as its one foundation and plumb line of truth, with 
Christ as the Head of the Body. There is to be no deviation in this. Christ must remain pre-
eminent (Col. 1:18) and the Word must remain our standard of truth (1 Thess. 2:13 / 2 Tim 
2:15). 
  
Good students will receive all God has to say, whether it be through teaching or revelation, 
rightly discerning and judging the content of the message. None of us individually knows it 
all, or has perfect understanding, no matter how many diplomas we have or how many trips 
to heaven we’ve had. We need each other. Apostles need pastors, and teachers need 
prophets. Together we are to grow up into Christ. 
  

“...in whom all the building being fitted together grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in 
the Spirit.” Eph. 2:21-22 

  
  
Blessings to you in the Messiah. 
Peter McArthur 
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Feeding or Entertaining? 
 

 

By Peter McArthur 

Feeding Sheep or Amusing Goats? 
  
A very timely article for today by Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892) 
  
"An evil is in the professed camp of the Lord, so gross in its impudence, that the most short-
sighted can hardly fail to notice it during the past few years. It has developed at an abnormal 
rate, even for evil. It has worked like leaven until the whole lump ferments. The devil has 
seldom done a cleverer thing than hinting to the church that part of their mission is to provide 
entertainment for the people, with a view to winning them. 
  
From speaking out as the Puritans did, the church has gradually toned down her testimony, 
then winked at and excused the frivolities of the day. Then she tolerated them in her borders. 
Now she has adopted them under the plea of reaching the masses. My first contention is 
that providing amusement for the people is nowhere spoken of in the Scriptures as a 
function of the church. If it is a Christian work, why did not Christ speak of it? "Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15). 
  
That is clear enough. So it would have been if He had added, "and provide amusement for 
those who do not relish the gospel." No such words, however, are to be found. It did not 
seem to occur to him. Then again, "He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some evangelists; and some pastors and teachers .., for the work of the ministry" 
(Eph. 4:11-12). Where do entertainers come in? The Holy Spirit is silent concerning them. 
Were the prophets persecuted because they amused the people or because they refused? 
The concert has no martyr roll. 
  
Again, providing amusement is in direct antagonism to the teaching and life of Christ and all 
his apostles. What was the attitude of the church to the world? "Ye are the salt" (Matt. 5:13), 
not the sugar candy, something the world will spit out not swallow. Short and sharp was the 
utterance, "Let the dead bury their dead" (Matt. 8:22) He was in awful earnestness. 
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Had Christ introduced more of the bright and pleasant elements into his mission, he would 
have been more popular when they went back, because of the searching nature of His 
teaching. 
  
I do not hear him say, "Run after these people Peter and tell them we will have a different 
style of service tomorrow, something short and attractive with little preaching. We will have a 
pleasant evening for the people. Tell them they will be sure to enjoy it. Be quick Peter, we 
must get the people somehow." Jesus pitied sinners, sighed and wept over them, but never 
sought to amuse them. 
  
In vain will the Epistles be searched to find any trace of this gospel of amusement! Their 
message is, "Come out, keep out, keep clean out!" Anything approaching fooling is 
conspicuous by its absence. They had boundless confidence in the gospel and employed no 
other weapon. After Peter and John were locked up for preaching, the church had a prayer 
meeting but they did not pray, "Lord grant unto thy servants that by a wise and discriminating 
use of innocent recreation we may show these people how happy we are." If they ceased 
not from preaching Christ, they had not time for arranging entertainments. Scattered by 
persecution, they went everywhere preaching the gospel. They turned the world upside 
down (Acts 17:6). That is the only difference! Lord, clear the church of all the rot and rubbish 
the devil has imposed on her, and bring us back to apostolic methods. 
 
Lastly, the mission of amusement fails to affect the end desired. It works havoc among 
young converts. Let the careless and scoffers, who thank God because the church met them 
halfway, speak and testify. Let the heavy laden who found peace through the concert not 
keep silent! Let the drunkard to whom the dramatic entertainment has been God's link in the 
chain of the conversion, stand up! There are none to answer. The mission of amusement 
produces no converts. The need of the hour for today's ministry is believing scholarship 
joined with earnest spirituality, the one springing from the other as fruit from the root. The 
need is biblical doctrine, so understood and felt, that it sets men on fire." 
  
 A.W. Tozer wrote, 
  

"For centuries the Church stood solidly against every form of worldly entertainment, 
recognizing it for what it was – a device for wasting time, a refuge from the disturbing 
voice of the conscience, a scheme to divert attention from moral accountability. For this 
she got herself abused roundly by the sons of this world.  But of late she has become 
tired of the abuse and has given over the struggle.  She appears to have decided that is 
she cannot conquer the great god Entertainment she may as well join forces with him 
and make use she can of his powers.   
  
So today we have the astonishing spectacle of millions of dollars being poured into the 
unholy job of providing earthly entertainment for the so-called sons of heaven. 
 Religious entertainment is in many places rapidly crowding out the serious things of 
God. Many churches these days have become little more than poor theatres where 
fifth-rate “producers” peddle their shoddy wares with the full approval of evangelical 
leaders who can even quote a holy text in defence of their delinquency.  And hardly a 
man dares raise his voice against it." 

  
   
So I ask you, in today's Church meetings are we Feeding the Sheep, or Entertaining 
the Goats? 
  
Blessings to you in the Messiah. 
Peter McArthur 
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Praying the Word 
 

 

By Peter McArthur 

Using the Word of God to pray effectively. 
  
For centuries there has been an approach to prayer, which involves "praying Scripture". It's 
known by the Latin phrase Lectio Divina. It's basically a way of allowing Scriptural texts to 
"speak back to you" as you meditate on them. This communing with the Author of the Word 
gradually brings about an intimacy opening the heart to a deep encounter with the Lord. 
Increased trust, love and obedience are some of the fruit of this deeper relationship with 
Him. 
  
In Lectio Divina as we read and meditate on the Word we begin to converse with the Lord, 
treating the text as a topic of conversation with Him. Instead of just reflecting on what we’re 
reading, we treat the Word as something personal between the Lord and ourselves. It’s like 
actually speaking to Him as we read the Word, allowing the Word and its Author to speak 
back to us. 
  
This has also been termed "Mental Prayer" and was a classic form of devotional life for a 
major part of Christian history. However because it was cradled within Roman Catholicism, 
most Evangelicals and Pentecostals have rejected it. 
  
Yet despite its origin there is something real and blessed in its approach. It can even be 
argued that Lectio Divina is similar in approach to a particular form of Jewish prayer known 

as Kavvanat ha-lev.‚ 
  
Let’s face the challenge to move out of our familiarity in prayer and consider something new. 
The challenge is to be open to a fresh blowing of the Holy Spirit as He inspires us in the “art 
of prayer”. 
  
While this phrase may sound strange to some, there is definitely an “art” in knowing what 
Biblically-orientated prayer is. So often what passes for prayer is like a shopping list of 
expectations and self-serving petitions. 
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Prayer that’s founded firmly on Scripture (and here we don’t simply mean adding Biblical 
texts) will re-address the woeful lack of balance in ignoring the grandeur and awesomeness 
of God Almighty. 
  
Much prayer still suffers from the want of realising He is transcendent, all sufficient, totally 
perfect in all His doings, glorious in His attributes, and magnificent in His un-surpassing 
glory! 
  
Praying from the heart, with the Word firmly entrenched within, causes our minds to conform 
to Biblical patterns of thought which can help us discern the snares of a worldly mindset. It is 
from having a mind that’s more persuaded by the world than Scripture, that causes so much 
unease in us. 
  
Some of the signs of this are; doubting prayer will actually work, giving up when we should 
persevere, and talking more about prayer than actually doing it! 
  
We need rescuing from this mindset. To put it simply, having a Biblical prayer pattern can re-
address many of our common ailments in the practice of prayer. 
  
The “art” of prayer is not so much a method, but an attitude, an understanding based on the 
character of God Himself. This will move us from self-centeredness in our prayer life to a 
unique view of the majesty of our God.  It will be of great eternal worth to all who act on it! 
  

Reading and Praying the Word 
  
Following are some insights from those who’ve learnt the art of praying from the Word. 
These might encourage us to press in. 
  
  
Origen (185-254) 

And applying yourself thus to the divine study, seek aright, and with unwavering 
trust in God, the meaning of the holy Scriptures, which so many have missed. Be 
not satisfied with knocking and seeking; for prayer is of all things indispensable 
to the knowledge of the things of God. For to this the Saviour exhorted, and said 
not only, “K o k, and it shall be opened to you; and seek, and ye shall fi d,” but 
also, “A k, and it shall be given unto you.” 

 
Jerome (340-420) 

Let there be study of the Divine Word, mingled with prayer. 
  
Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

[Luther] spent a part of almost every day reading the Psalms, with which he 
mingled his own supplications amid tears and groans. 

  
John Bunyan (1628-1688) 

Prayer it is, when it is within the compass of God’  word; And it is blasphemy, or 
at best vain babbling, when the petition is not from the Book. 

  
August Hermann Francke (1663-1727) 

It is also reasonable that the reading of the Holy Scripture be done with all prayer 
and groaning, as well as praise and thanksgiving. For this is the simple way, that 
at all times one would have his good edification. 
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George Whitfield (1714-1770) 
My mind being now more open and enlarged, I began to read the Holy Scriptures 
upon my knees, laying aside all other books, and praying over, if possible, every 
line and word. This proved meat indeed, and drink indeed, to my soul. I daily 
received fresh life, light, and power from above. 

  
John Nelson Darby (1800-1882) 

Study the Bible, dear brother, with prayer. Seek the Lord there, and not 
knowledge —that will come too; but the heart is well directed in seeking the Lord: 
the eye is single, and then the whole body is full of light. 

  
George Müller  (1805-1898) 

I began therefore to meditate on the New Testament, from the beginning, early in 
the morning. When thus I have been for a while making confession or 
intercession or supplication, or have given thanks, I go on to the next words or 
verse, turning all, as I go on, into prayer for myself or others, as the Word may 
lead to it, but still continually keeping before me that food for my own soul as the 
object of my meditation. 

  
  
C.H. MacKintosh (1820-1896) 

Points of truth however interesting, scriptural knowledge however profound and 
extensive, Biblical criticism however accurate and valuable, may all leave the 
heart barren and affections cold. We want to find Christ in the Word; and having 
found Him, to feed on Him by faith. 

  
Andrew Murray (1828-1917) 

How blessed would the inner chamber be, what a power and an inspiration in our 
worship, if we only took God’  Word as from Himself, turning it into prayer, and 
definitely expecting an answer. 

  
Hannah Whitall Smith (1832-1911) 

If we will take the words of God, i.e., His revealed truth, into our lips and eat it; 
that is, if we will dwell upon His words and say them over and over to ourselves, 
and thoroughly take in and assimilate their meaning in a common-sense sort of 
way, we shall find that our soul-life is fed and nourished by them, and is made 
strong and vigorous in consequence. 

  
Charles Spurgeon (1835-1892) 

It is a great thing to pray o e’  self into the spirit and marrow of the text; working 
into it by sacred feeding thereon, even as the worm bores its way into the kernel 
of the nut. Prayer supplies leverage for the uplifting of ponderous truths. 

  
R. A. Torrey (AD 1856-1928) 

Here is one of the greatest secrets of prevailing prayer: To study the Word to find 
what God’  will is as revealed there in the promises, and then simply take these 
promises and spread them out before God in prayer with the absolutely 
unwavering expectation that He will do what He has promised in His Word. 

  
  
John Hyde (AD 1865-1912) 

Right on his face on the ground is Praying Hyde. This was his favourite attitude 
for prayer. Listen! He is praying; he utters a petition, and then waits; in a little 
time he repeats it, and then waits; and this many times until we feel that that 
petition has penetrated every fibre of our being and we feel assured that God has 
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heard and without doubt He will answer. How well I remember him praying that 
we might open our mouth wide that He might fill it (Psalms 81:10). I think he 
repeated the word “wide” scores of times with long pauses between. “Wide, 
Lord, wide, open wide, wide.” How effectual it was to hear him address God, “O 
Father, Fat er!” 

  
W. H. Griffith Thomas (AD 1861-1924) 

God’  Word is the fuel of our prayer. As we open the page in the morning, the 
promises prompt us to prayer, the examples incite us to prayer, the warnings 
urge us to prayer, the hopes of glory stir us to prayer—everything in the portion 
taken for meditation can be turned into prayer….Depe d on it, hiding God’  Word 
in the heart is the secret of prayer, and the reason why our prayer-life is so weak 
and barren is that we do not know God through His Word. 

  
Witness Lee (AD 1905-1997) 

Because He is both the Word and the Spirit, He created us with a mind to 
understand and a spirit to receive. When we come to the Bible, we should 
exercise both our mind and our spirit. We exercise our mind by reading and our 
spirit by praying. Since we need both to read and to pray, we should “pray-read” 
the Word. 

  
  
May these insights help us to appreciate there is so much in the Word that can enrich our 
prayer life!  
 
Blessings to you in the Messiah. 
  
Peter McArthur 
The Issachar Ministry 
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Stages of Christian Growth 
 

 

 

By Peter McArthur 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE DIFFERENT STAGES OF CHRISTIAN GROWTH. 
  
These are not hard-and-fast similarities, but they can help us to determine “where-we-are” in 
our growth in Christ. 
  

INTRODUCTION 
  

 Christian growth and development is similar in some (but not all ways) to human growth 
and development. However it is not automatic. 

 One can also slip backward to an earlier stage. 
 “Born from above” (anothen) is of course an absolute prerequisite Jhn 3:3 
 A person becomes a new creation in Christ, a spiritual baby (see Stage 1). 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Stage 1 : NEPIOS 
This is the equivalent of a baby aged 0-2 years 

(3516 Strongs, “not speaking ” Infant, Simple-minded, Immature). 
  

 Carnally minded: The defining characteristic of this stage is 1 Cor 3:1 
 Tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine Eph 4:14 
 Unskilled in the Word of righteousness Heb 5:13 
 Can offer praise to God (perfect: to complete or to repair praise) Mtt 21:16 
 Can receive revelation Mtt 11:25 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Stage 2 : PAIDION 
Equivalent of a little child 2-10 years 

(3813 Strongs, “Chi d i g,” Immature, Lad). 
  

 Deficient in spiritual understanding: The defining characteristic 1 Cor 14:20 
 Are humble: Indicates that NEPIOS has begun to grow Mtt 18:4 
 Are to come to their Lord (learn how to pray and listen) Mtt 19:14 
 Have begun to intimately know the Father 1 Jhn 2:13 
 Jesus called his disciples PAIDION Jhn 21:5 
 Should be under the teaching of a spiritual father (PATER) 
 Receive and enter the Kingdom of God by simple trust Mk 10:15 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Stage 3 : TEKNON 
The equivalent of an older child 10-17 years 

(5043 Strongs, Son, daughter). 
See also TEKNION (5040 Strongs, “darlings”). 

  
 Actively seek their Lord: The defining characteristic is in Jhn 13:33 
 Learn to mimic their heavenly Father Eph 5:1 
 Do righteousness and love their brethren 1 Jhn 3:10 
 Are commanded not to sin; learn to deal with sin and the world 1 Jhn 2:1 
 Are not to be deceived by others concerning lifestyle 1 Jhn 3:7 
 Are told to abide in Jesus 1 Jhn 2:28 
 Are told to love in deed and in truth 1 Jhn 3:18 
 Are struggling to have Christ formed in their character Gal 4:19 
 Must keep themselves from idols 1 Jhn 5:21 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Stage 4 : NEANISKOS 
Equivalent of a young man 17-40 years 

(3495 Strongs, Youth under 40 years) 
  

 Keep the law but lacks the spirit of love: Defining characteristic Mtt 19:20 
 Sees visions Acts 2:17 
 Serves the eldership Acts 5:10 
 Has overcome the wicked one 1 Jhn 2:13 
 Is strong, and the Word of God abides in them 1 Jhn 2:14 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Stage 5 : HUIOS 
Equivalent to a mature “ o ” 40+ years 

(5207 Strongs, Mature relationship with God). 
  

 Are led by the Spirit of God: Defining characteristic in Rms 8:14 
 Are peacemakers (they end fights) Mtt 5:9 
 Love their enemies and pray for their persecutors Mtt 5:44-45 
 Learn obedience through suffering (putting down the flesh) Heb 5:8 
 Are chastised by the Lord Heb 12:5 
 Live a separate lifestyle from unbelievers 2 Cor 6:14-18 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Stage 6 : PATER 
Equivalent to a father-figure (3962 Strongs, Father) 

or MÉTER Mother-of-Israel type (3384 Strongs, Mother). 
  

 Intimate knowledge of God’s ways: Defining characteristic 1 Jhn 2:13-14 
 Charges, exhorts, encourages the believers 1 Thess 2:11 
 Often works with HUIOS and NEANISKOS as a mentor Philp 2:22 
 Helps the NEPIOS, PAIDION, TEKNON to grow in Christ 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Some Christian thinkers and writers have come up with slightly different versions of the 
‘stages’ idea. Philip Yancey for e ample identifies three broad stages in a person’s faith 
life, similar to but not the same as Gerard Hughes idea of the child, the adult, and then the 
parent stage. 
  

 

 

The child stage is, Yancey writes, very much where the Old Testament Israelites were at in 
the desert – with lots of hands-on parental involvement from God as Father, and lots of 
rules, but not a lot of maturity in their response to His purpose. 
  
The adult stage, for Yancey, is a more mature version of belief but can be a little self-
centred. He sees the true end of faith as the ‘parent’ stage when you’re able to e it centre 
stage and invest in other people’s growth and development. 
  
Brian McLaren however identifies four stages in the life of faith. 
  

1. simplicity 
2. complexity 
3. perplexity 
4. harmony.  

  
Whether there are 6 stages or 7 (or less) the point is that we should be progressing in our 
faith  trust and commitment. We should “dip stick” regularly against Scripture to see how we 
are advancing. 
  
But at the end of the day  don’t get caught up with being proud of your achievements in 
Christian growth. And don’t think that by engaging with “how-to-grow” spiritually will be of 
benefit on the Great Day of the Lord. 
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The point is that we are all “saved by grace” not by how well we did in our spiritual growing 
(Eph 2:5 and 8). 
  
That's not to say that growing isn’t e tremely important; it is! But always keep the balance 
between what YOU do and what Christ has done FOR you, in proper balance. 
  
SOME TIPS ON HOW TO GROW IN FAITH 
 

 Daily Bible reading 
 

 Meditation on the Scriptures 
 

 Regular quiet time of prayer and listening 
 

 Corporate praise, worship, prayer, testimony, and fellowship 
 

 Having of love of and for the Truth. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
May these insights help us to appreciate the great need to progress in our faith.  
 
Blessings to you in the Messiah. 
  
Peter McArthur 
The Issachar Ministry 
  
www.issachar.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.issachar.org/
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Store up Treasure for Yourself 

 

By Peter McArthur 

In the following text Jesus outlines some principles about the NATURE or CHARACTER He 
expects of His followers. It’s not only a certain helpful attitude  e’s talking about, but a truth! 

  
"Store up for treasures for yourselves in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys, 
and where thieves do not break in or steal.” (Mat 6:20)   

  

An Overview 
  
This verse comes at the end of a three-fold sequence dealing with the Righteousness of the 
Kingdom. 
  

The FIRST subject is found in Mat 5:17-48 where Jesus deals with MORAL issues 
pertaining to the Kingdom. This has to do with righteousness between mankind, 
person to person. 

  
The SECOND is found in Mat 6:1-18 and deals with RELIGIOUS issues relating to 
the Kingdom. This section concerns the righteousness we have before God, and Him 
alone. 

  
Finally we come to the THIRD subject in Mat 6:19 through to 7:12 which deals 
with SPIRITUAL concepts about the Kingdom. This is the righteousness between the 
children of the kingdom and the age/world in which we have to live. 

  
So because our verse under consideration (Mat 6:20) comes in the SPIRITUAL section of 
consideration, it’s therefore extremely important to pay attention to Jesus’ teaching. 
  
This discourse from Him isn’t about morals, or how to get through our day to day lives 
without too much temptation or stress. No – it deals with eternal issues, about things we 
cannot yet see, but in which we believe by faith. 
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There are treasures being stored up (daily?) which one day we will clearly see, know and 
understand. Treasures that are totally incorruptible, and that are being set aside to bless us 
after our resurrection. It certainly takes faith to believe that, and hold onto it firmly. But that’s 
what Jesus said, so it indeed is true and certain! And strangely, though we’re talking about 
“heavenly” yet-to-come treasures, they seem to be linked to “earthy” here-and-now things. 
  
The following texts which imply this have got to do with what we might call “good deeds” that 
are done on this earthly realm. 
  

“If you wish to be complete, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."  (Mat 19:21)   

  
"Sell your possessions and give to charity; make your    selves money belts 
which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes 
near nor moth destroys.” (Luk 12:33) 

  
Now while the focus is part earthly and part heavenly, this isn’t the full story. When we take 
into account ALL of the New Testament writings (particularly Paul’s later epistles) we get an 
extended understanding about the Messiah’s sayings about storing up treasures. 
  
Paul alerts us to a particularly vital truth in Colossians: “Set your mind on the things 
above, not on the things that are on earth.” (Col 3:2). Often in Paul’s Prison Epistles he 
refers to a “Mystery”. It’s a very mature concept that the Holy Spirit unveiled to him later in 
his ministry. Paul saw it as a truth he needed to impart before his pending death. 
  
This “Mystery” spoken of especially in Ephesians has a Heavenly and Eternal focus (see 
Eph 1:3 and 2:6 and 3:3-5 and 3:9-10). According to Jewish belief this even extends to 
death itself, where “rest” is seen as the “stored up treasure” for the faithful believer. The 
words in Deut 31:16 "And the Lord said to Moses, you shall sleep with your fathers", 
can be paraphrased like this: 
  

"And the Lord said to Moses, lo! you shall sleep in the dust with your fathers, and 
your soul shall be treasured up "in the treasury of eternal life" with your fathers.'' 

  
But what is actually being stored up in the heavenlies? It’s not just the blessing of eternal life 
and the world-to-come. What is being stored up for that Great Day is TRUTH and our 
adherence to it, and our firm standing upon it. Yes truth is being stored up and therefore it’s 
to be greatly treasured. 
  
To put it simply: By honouring Truth we store up treasure! 
  
            “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”. 

(Mat 6:21) 
  
Note the sequence we find here.          
  

Treasure to Heart 
  
 There is a definite spiritual link here. Hence, guarding the heart is vitally important, perhaps 
more so than we generally consider. 
  
To truly guard (lit: keep) the heart requires divine re-generation. Grace accompanies this 
and so leads to our spiritual maturing. 
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Spiritual growth of a believer can partially be judged by the quality of their talk and what they 
talk about. Don’t simply listen to a person’s outward words because they can easily deceive. 
Learn to discern, and to keep the heart. 
  
So it would be a wise thing for us to learn to make room in our hearts — here are the 
examples of Hannah (1 Sam 2:1) and Mary (Lk 1:46-47). 
  
Remember also, blessings abound more than our worldly problems! 
  
Can our thoughts, words and deeds have eternal ramifications? Certainly they can, so we 
need to pay due diligence to these. 
  
Focus the heart: Guard your heart with all diligence (Prov 4:23). In Hebrew this phrase 
literally means “double keeping”. What a thought! 
  
A focused heart is therefore a mature heart. 
  
Here is a timely quote from John Flavel, a 17th century Puritan. “Ask yourself this one 
que tio …o  what is your heart focused today?” 
  

______________________________________________________ 
  
 
Pray we'll come to that special revelation that brings us into a desire to store up our 
heavenly treasures – before it’s too late! 
  
So may our chief concern be about our preparedness for eternity. 
  
  
Peter McArthur 
The Issachar Ministry 
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Clarity of Vision 
 

 
By Peter McArthur 

In these times when much danger creeps around the earth, with wars and rumours of wars, 
with violence and terror literally stalking our streets, it’s important to have clarity of vision. 
This is particularly so when we come to the great unsettling of people’s minds as terrorism 
confronts us daily on our TVs and in our newspapers. We need to be clear on what Heaven 
is saying, not what the politicians or media subscribe for us to devour. 
  
It’s also true that spiritual deception is stalking us. Spiritual powers that seek to delude us, 
spiritual (or more correctly, religious) experiences that seduce many into believing a lie sent 
from the Adversary to lead us astray. 
  

"For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain 
of living waters, to hew for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no 
water.” Jer 2:13 

  
When God makes a promise or reveals a certain Purpose, it will not be partially 
accomplished, but completely. He will fulfill it entirely, and fulfill it on time. So it’s important 
for us to “see” what God is doing. We must have clarity and certainty in our vision. For 
instance, the Scriptures are not about God doing something for us. It’s about God fulfilling 
HIS purpose. God is the centre of the Scriptures, not man. So when God gave a promise He 
intends to fulfill it completely and on time. Yet in God’s purposes there are always two 
levels operating. The Natural and the Spiritual. 
  
 Note God’s promises to Abraham. 
  

Gen 13: 16-17 “As the dust of the earth” 
Gen 15:5 “Look to the heavens and counts the stars” 

  
The first is about the NATURAL fulfillment of the promise. The second about the SPIRITUAL 
(even though it used the natural to point to it). One is about the Jews and their future nation. 
The other is about Christians and the Body. 
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Two fulfillments: the natural and the spiritual. Of course they overlap but they were and are 
quite distinct. It does depend on what you believe for and the clarity of vision for this. In 
God's promises there are choices; to believe for the natural fulfillment and for the spiritual. 
As long as we see ourselves and our needs at the centre of Scripture, we will not fully 
understand God’s purpose. When we do this both our service in the Kingdom and 
our eternal reward will fall short of what it could be. 
  
The Father's purpose is to bring forth Sons who “see things as He sees them”. They 
represent the consummation of God’s purpose among people. Many will benefit from His 
salvation, but it’ll be because they didn't see His vision clearly as all-encompassing. They 
treated salvation as some benefit for them and their eternal security. The Father’s purpose is 
so very much grander than that – salvation, heaven, eternity are wonderful, real and true, but 
their benefit to us is PART not the whole of the story. To put it another way: All of Creation 
benefits from God's salvation in some sense. 
  

Rms 8:20-22 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because 
of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be set free from 
its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For 
we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth 
together until now. 

  
But it’s one thing to be a recipient of Resurrection Life; it’s another to be clothed in His glory! 
Just as there are varying degrees of natural glory (sun, moon, stars) so there are degrees 
of spiritual glories in the Resurrection. 
  

1 Cor 15:40-42 There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of 
the heavenly is one, and the glory of the earthly is another. There is one glory of 
the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star 
differs from star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a 
perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body. 

  
 God’s vision, His plan, His eternal purpose for us has always been clear. From the very 
beginning He planned one thing: 
  

2 Thess 2:13-14 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren 
beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for 
salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. It was for this 
He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

  
The promise of GAINING His glory; this is His purpose for us. So let’s ask ourselves these 
questions.  Where does our vision lie? 

    Do we unwittingly believe for a lesser fulfillment of His plan for us? 
                Are we being single-minded about what we’re hoping for? 
  
Let us therefore know these things as truths in our heart. 
  
 Become singularly focused on the Fat er’  purpose. 
 Put our hope completely in His grace to bring it about. 
 Furnish the inner rooms of our spirit-man with resurrection life. 
 Be diligent in season and out of season. 
 Humble ourselves ready for the coming exaltation! 

  
Grace in Messiah to you.  Peter McArthur 
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Beware of Spiritual Deception 
 

 

 

By Peter McArthur 

Following is a prophecy (in part) given at the Elim Bible Institute USA, in 1965 by the late 
Stanley Frodsham. 
  

"Hearken diligently concerning these things, for in the last days shall come seducing 
spirits that shall turn many of My anointed ones away. Many shall fall through divers 
lusts, and because of sin abounding. I warn you to search the Scriptures diligently 
these last days. There shall come deceivers among My people in increasing numbers, 
who shall speak forth the truth and shall gain the favour of the people. For the people 
shall examine the Scriptures and say, "What these men say is true." Then when they 
have gained the hearts of the people, then and THEN ONLY shall they bring out these 
wrong doctrines. Therefore, I say that you should not give your hearts to men, nor hold 
people's persons in admiration. For by these very persons shall Satan enter into My 
people. WATCH FOR SEDUCERS. Do you think a seducer will brandish a new 
heresy and flaunt it before the people? He will speak the words of righteousness 
and truth, and will appear as a minister of light, declaring the Word. The people's 
hearts shall be won. Then, when the hearts are won, they will bring out their 
doctrines, and the people shall be deceived. The people shall say, "Did he not speak 
thus and thus? And did we not examine it from the Word? Therefore he is a minister of 
righteousness. This that he has now spoken we do not see in the Word, but it must be 
right, for the other things he spoke were true.” Be not deceived. For the deceiver will 
first work to gain the hearts of many, and then shall bring forth his insidious doctrines." 
(For the full text go to this link). 

  
 
It doesn’t take too much to see that significant spiritual deception has infiltrated the Body of 
Christ these past 15 years in particular. Discernment is certainly an End Time characteristic, 

http://www.inthebeginning.com/articles/1965prophecy.htm


 

30 
 

but it’s useless and blind if it’s not grounded on Scripture as the only criterion. Scripture 
Alone (or Sola Scriptura) is the long held view that the Bible is the revealed will of God and 
all that is necessary for our faith and practice. Remember that Jesus and His Word are 
inseparable. 
  
Over the past decade I’ve noticed the “line has been crossed” by many ministries. What 
were once considered to be “good” ministries have gone too far. There seems to be a 
competing attitude (dare I say “spirit”) among many today. Another gospel has arisen under 
the guise of “fresh revelation” or “deeper truths”. It will be helpful to list some of these. 
  
Angel Feathers and Gold Dust. These manifestations have been known for quite some 
years now, and the internet is full of stories of those caught planting bird feathers in the 
seats, and sprinkling fake gold dust in pew bibles. Of course there are plenty of others who 
are convinced these manifestations are legitimate. Just because the manifestations seem to 
be “real” is no proof they are truly of God. Demonic involvement and human trickery go hand 
in hand with this counterfeit. See this video. 
 

Angels Orbs and Spiritual Portals. Visits to the “third heaven”  talks with Jesus, swimming 
in the rivers of eternity, discussions with Moses, Daniel, Paul and others. All these are very 
popular amongst a wide spectrum of teachers and preachers today.  
  
What I’ve noticed however is how those who’ve “been to heaven” and talk regularly with the 
citizens there, always seem to want to out-do what the previous speaker shared! If someone 
said they went to heaven last month, the next speaker will share how he or she went three 
times more recently. And on it goes; such competition, which in itself should be a warning all 
this is not Godly. 
  
More recently this has all expanded into the manifestations of floating Orbs of light, and 
Open Heavenly Gateways (or Portals) that lead you directly to the Third Heaven where all 
sorts of experiences await you. It’s presented as a kind of spiritual wormhole leading you 
from one realm to another; a shortcut to the eternal realms where you can learn things the 
average saint back on earth has failed to learn. Elitism has always been a part of spiritual 
adultery. 
  
Stigmata and Bleeding manifestations. These are the supposedly supernaturally received 
marks resembling the wounds of Jesus. Once the prerogative of Catholics this has now 
begun to surface in some Pentecostal circles. Not only is this a blatantly false manifestation, 
the nail marks are nearly always depicted as being on the palm of the hands, when we know 
historically that crucifixions were carried out by nailing the victim through the wrists. Did 
“God” get this manifestation wrong?  
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vb15EhgbvHA&feature=youtu.be
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See this video for example. What is most worrying is how so many Christians seem to have 
no ability to discern the error in all of this. 
  
New Mystics. More recently there has been a return to some ancient spiritual techniques 
based on Catholic asceticism and Celtic spiritual exercises.  John Crowder is the most 
notable among this group and is well known for his “tokin’ the ghost” in which he simulates 
smoking a cannabis joint as if filling up on the Holy Spirit.  Such experiences and 
manifestations like bi-location, levitation, interaction with dead saints, angels, demons and 
even control over nature are supposedly marks of these new believers who will be able to 
“spit out fire” and bring the return of the Messiah. 
  
Since the Bible is to be the authority for all Christians, mysticism wrongly shifts authority 
from God to man's own intuitive interpretation of experience. If your experience is to 
measure up to the authority of God's word, then it has to be examined and verified by 
objective Scriptural standards. A current error within evangelicalism and pentecostalism is 
that often the mystical and the supernatural are used synonymously. They are NOT the 
same thing! 
  
Grave Sucking. This rather strange but very scarily occultic practice has been on the 
increase recently. The practice includes lying down  “soaking” or “sucking”) on the grave of a 
dead revered Christian leader to try and “soak up” an anointing from their bones. Watch this 
video and this. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

https://youtu.be/7ZCHAd3rORs
https://youtu.be/LrHPTs8cLls
https://youtu.be/eDwIbba0na4
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Such unbiblical practices can so easily lead to saint worship and necromancy if a person 

gets caught up in all the hype surrounding this. What it does is to reinforce the belief held in 

Evangelical churches that Pentecostals and Charismatics are quick to emphasize subjective 

experience over the authority of Scripture. Not a good thing! 

Intense Praying. While true Holy Spirit inspired prayer has always, and will always be a 
necessity, some have taking it to a whole new level. While “cult” might be a bit of an 
exaggeration, there is certainly a lot to be cautious of here. Amongst groups like the 
International House of Prayer (Mike Bickle) the intensity of prayer coupled with fasting and 
“seeking” more of the Spirit over extended periods, can easily bring about a false sense of 
spiritual accomplishment. While we should never put off those who want to pray more, the 
inter-related power of emotionalism, mysticism, and gnosticism is a very dangerous cocktail. 
  
It’s worthwhile remembering that experiences (personal or otherwise) are never a good way 
to validate if something is true or not. The accusation of gnosticism may seem a bit harsh 
here, but at the root is the idea of having certain “hidden knowledge” unavailable to others.  
  
This kind of knowledge is fostered in groups like IHOP and supposedly comes through 
prophecies, dreams and visions that God specifically gives to the certain privileged group of 
people who are willing to pay the price – and of course who belong to the group. It seems a 
major draw of IHOP is all about the spiritual experience you’ll have compared to your former 
days as a believer.  
  
Emerging Church. Again this has been documented fairly widely but I include it here 
because of its invasive tendency in today’s church culture. Everything from the acceptance 
of “christian tattooing” and body piercing, to church services that focus on not offending the 
visitor (so called “seeker services”)  through to avoiding using phrases like “sin” and 
“repentance”. The “emerging church” often caters primarily for the youth culture, and isn’t so 
interested at all about receiving wisdom from the older saints. 
  
I recently heard a Christian say they were having a guest preacher at their church next week 
because he was “a wonderful communicator”. What about being a holy preacher of the 
Word! This movement is more about espousing a doctrine of Christian post-modernism, and 
in direct contradiction to Scripture they believe that we aren't even suppose to understand 
what the Bible means anyway! All is relevant to the culture and how to “engage” with it to 
make the sinner feel welcome and accepted. 
  
Prosperity Gospel. This is by far the widest spread and accepted incursion into the Church 
today. The theology behind it (sometimes referred to as the health and wealth gospel, or 
the gospel of attraction) is a belief that financial blessing and physical well-being is always 
the will of God, and that applied faith, positive speech, and right thinking will achieve this. 
Faith therefore becomes a kind of spiritually self-generated force that leads to happiness, 
well being and prosperity. According to some in this movement there’s even an angel of 
prosperity! See this video. 
 
Whole new denominations have been based on this singular approach. Often the Scriptural 
hermeneutics used by adherents to prove their point are woeful, and lack consistency in 
application of doctrinal truths. There is a lot of picking the texts to fit the teaching. Their 
actual doctrine (compared to flinging out rote Bible verses) can be quite difficult to discern 
because they won’t talk much about in-depth theology.   
  
Having said all that, it’s true that the basics of the Prosperity Gospel are sound, in that it 
attempts to stick to the Word of God. Although it could be said it’s grasped onto some Bible 
truths, it has used those very truths in rather un-Biblical ways and for selfish reasons. It has 

https://youtu.be/jogGxaMihWg
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gone too far, crossed the line, and become a twisted gospel. Sadly, millions have locked 
onto it and over played what the Word is telling us about having “faith”. 
  
Dominion Theology. Also called Kingdom Now, Reconstructionism or Theonomy, is the 
teaching based on the following beliefs. 
  

1. God initially gave Adam dominion over all the earth. 
2. Satan tricked Adam and usurped that dominion for himself. 
3. When Jesus defeated Satan He took back that dominion and returned it to the 
children of God. 
4. The Church today must now work to salvage the dominion over the so-called seven 
“mountains” of Government, Religion, Education, Family, Media, Arts and Business 
(some even include the Military). 
5. By doing so we establish God’s Kingdom on earth as it was originally meant to be; 
6. Only when that is accomplished can Jesus return. 
7. Hence the return of Jesus is dependent on us doing our part for God to bring the 
world systems into line with His purposes. 

  
 It shouldn’t take too much to realize how defective this teaching is at the core. It’s a travesty 
of solid Bible doctrine with its stated goal of political and religious domination of the world. It 
puts man’s obedience to this Mandate as the method, rather than the Will of Almighty God! 
Some go as far to say that it’s the duty of believers to create a worldwide kingdom patterned 
on the Mosaic Law, including both the blessings and curses attached to it. Interestingly 
enough Islam has a similar agenda. 
  
Rhythmic Music. While we might already be aware of how music and certain rhythms can 
affect the mind of believers during a Church service, there’s another deeper aspect to this, 
having surfaced in more recent years. Certain sounds, beats and rhythms operating 
simultaneously will cause a group of people to actually perform the same behaviours in 
synchronism. There is a mental co-ordination that begins to take place. 
  
Go to any night club or music event and you’ll instantly see the result. Research has found 
that rhythmic sound not only co-ordinates the behaviour of a group, it also co-ordinates their 
individual thought processes - the thinking of individuals in the group then becomes mentally 
synchronized as a whole. 
  
This finding perhaps explains why armies march to war with bagpipes, drums and bugles 
blaring, why tribal people for centuries have united around the thumping of drums, and even 
why we appreciate the flow of good poetry. Maybe also why we love to hear the beautiful 
rhythm of a language like French! 
  
On the other hand there’s a definite danger in some of the pagan rhythm drum beats used in 
contemporary “soaking” services where seemingly endless beats are used to induce the 
“worshippers” to let go and flow with the Spirit. Just to listen to this constant rhythm should 
ring warning bells (pun intended!). See these disturbing video here and here.    
 
Today many of our church services focus on entertainment, characterised by beautiful 
people on stage (usually under 30 years of age!), causal but cool dress codes, some stand-
up humour, banal personal stories that belong on Facebook, and upbeat contemporary 
“christian” music. The latter often lacks distinct doctrinal substance and is shaped more by 
secular values than real Biblical thinking. Such quantity and repetitiveness are really only 
substitutes for quality and variation.   
  

https://youtu.be/wgdcdjtlGfo
https://youtu.be/X2i5k6WuwX4
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Mediocrity has indeed overtaken excellence. Few people now take church music seriously 
enough to think about what the words they’re singing actually mean, and whether they 
conform to the Bible, let alone decent theology. 
  
Of course there is a place for contemporary instruments in worship, and even repetition of 
some words, if the lyrics are high-quality enough or lifted directly from Scripture. Yet even 
then there’s a need for prudence. But is endlessly repeating the same chorus a sign of 
reflective thought or is it more to do with superficial novelty – one of the signs of this 
particular age? 
  

Atmosphere Changers. There’s a lot of talk these days about “spiritual atmospheres” and 
how you can change it for the better. Just Google “atmosphere changers” and watch what 
you’ll get! 
  
Even songs in Church depict this kind of New Age thinking; “The atmosphere is changing 
now, the Spirit of the Lord is here” (Here as in Heaven, Elevation Worship). This is like 
coaxing the Holy Spirit to come and act, as if He can only do so when the atmosphere is 
right. Who is in control here? 
  

Note what these advocates of this kind of thinking say: 
  

“As believers, we are to be atmosphere changers. We have the authority to change 
things wherever we go. The key to changing the atmosphere around us is to establish 
the Kingdom of God within us. When Jesus has full rule and authority over your life, you 
will be empowered with authority wherever you go.” (Ingrid Hansen). 
  
“God responds to atmosphere as well. He is everywhere, but He does not manifest His 
presence equally everywhere. God manifests His presence when the atmosphere is 
right.  e…feels comfortable to sit down in the place where the atmosphere is filled 
with celebration, praise and worship.” (Jentezen Franklin “The Spirit of Python”). 
  
“I am a Kingdom Citizen by choice, an Atmospheric Changer by design and I love 
God dearly. As a Child of God I have been given the authority to declare changes in 
atmospheres over lives, homes, churches, businesses, communities to line up with the 
Word of God.” (Evette Pratt, Bahamas). 

  
  
It’s one thing to be the Salt and Light in a situation, but that’s NOT what’s being advocated 
by many when they talk about influencing the atmosphere. Much of this kind of teaching has 
its roots in a sort of occultism or magic that attempts to create the right conditions for the 
supernatural to start working. The Heavenly Father does not require certain conditions to be 
present in “the air” before He begins to act. Scripture repeatedly shows that He is supreme 
over all circumstances and is quite able to act whether the conditions are right or not! 
  
Now quite obviously not every one who uses the word “atmosphere” in their blogs, preaching 
or songs is a wolf in sheep clothing, or a false prophet. However there’s sufficient cause for 
concern here, because those who enthusiastically endorse this kind of thinking are really 
following the latest religious fad, worldly talk, or at worst are quite un-discerning. 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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All the above are signs of rabid syncretism in the Body of Christ today. It is nothing more 
than the mixing of the holy and the profane in order to bring forth a new style of thinking or 
practice. It is Satan’s grand plan to dilute the purity of God’s work and to introduce a 
counterfeit. The enemy has done this right from the beginning and he will continue it, rapidly 
escalating it as the End draws nearer. 
  
Syncretism is defined in Webster’s Dictionary as “the combination of different forms of belief 
or practice”. Spiritually speaking syncretism is the “attempt to unite and 
harmonize, especially without critical examination or logical unity.” Oh, if only the saints 
would learn to discern! 
  
Following are some helpful rules of thumb to watch for as syncretism and false teachers 
infiltrate the Church. 
  

Just because the proponent of the New Teaching is earnest, enthusiastic or erudite 
doesn’t make the message right. Many people think that because the teacher has zeal, 
is seemingly versed in Scripture and even pleasant to look at  you’d be surprised!), the 
teaching must therefore be right. “But he’s such a nice man!” 
  
Intellectualism, theological or university education still tricks many Christians into 
thinking the teacher is safe to listen to; after all he knows Greek and Hebrew! 
  

With the popularity of the internet and “Dr Google”  Christians are easy prey to false 
teachers because these days we seem to esteem free and independent thinking as not 
being bound by past religious straight-jackets. To accept the latest spiritual fad is to be seen 
to be “led by the Spirit”. What is in fashion isn’t at all a good indicator of what is Truth. 

  
When we fail to rightly judge a teacher according to Biblical principles, we are prone to go 
with the outward appearance of the person rather than the inward fruit of their lives. The 
teacher is seen to be kind, caring, non-critical and even humble. How can he or she be 
wrong? Their manner is “so loving” so how can he or she be so wide of the mark? 
  
False teachers never hand out their doctrines full strength to start with; they deliver it in small 
portions wrapped in the bread of Bible truths – to deceive your spiritual taste buds! When 
they do use Bible verses and phrases they nearly always use it in an unscriptural way. 
What you think they mean by a particular verse is not what they mean by it. 
  
These days with our craving for the celebrity figure, Christians are prone to be swooned by 
the appearance of the teacher, how he presents himself, how many books he’s written, even 
how many times he’s been to heaven! There’s a craving for the sensational that overflows to 
the style of preaching and worship on stage that entertains rather than equips.  
 
The more stories the teacher tells (of his experiences of course), the grander the church 
building, the more trendy the blog page, the more excessive the miraculous claims, all this 
seduces the undiscerning believer. Nothing has changed in this tactic of Satan; it’s just 
grown more sophisticated. We want the here and now spiritual experience, rather than 
appreciate the slower and inward working of God in our hearts that leads to true maturity. 
  
As in so many areas of life in the 21st century, experience seems to count for everything. 
What “i” think is just as important as what “you” think or believe. The LGBT community use 
the slogan “love is love” to bolster their belief system; so too false teachers use “truth is 
truth” to dupe the undiscerning believer. In other words what they say is that truth is 
progressive and advancing, and their new teaching is just the same. Anyway, should you 
criticize the “new wine” you’ll be quickly branded as having a “religious spirit” and grieving 
the Holy Spirit. 
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__________________________________________________________________ 

These and many other symptoms are signs of the age we live in. If we’re truly honest about 
the matter it would be hard to deny that these are rampart today. And because there are so 
many new revelations out there it becomes much harder to cry “danger” and be heard. It’s 
almost as if because of the abundance of new teachings some of them (if not all) must be 
true – so think many of the undiscerning! 
  
By and large this principle is helpful to consider: 
  

The more people, the less truth. 
The more people, the more compromise. 
The more compromise, the less truth. 
The less people, the more truth. 

  
Let’s us be on guard, test all things, and seek after greater discernment. 
  
Peter McArthur 
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Teachers of Revelation & Lamed 
 

 

By Peter McArthur 

 

NOTE :This is the expanded version of Truth Re-visited article.  

Please note that this is a long study 
so you may prefer to download it first and study it when you have time. 

 

Introduction 
  

Some time ago the Lord showed me that the teachers of ‘the Word’ would be enriched by 
the coming forth of ‘the Teachers of Revelation’. This doesn’t mean that “revelation” will 
supplant the Word of God. Never! But it does mean that revelatory insight (entirely in 
agreement with the Scriptures) will begin to come into play in a very rich way as a blessing 
for the Body of Christ. Of course there have always been ‘teachers of revelation’ throughout 
the ages, but there seems to be a time coming when great understanding will erupt bringing 
forth deeper insight of the Word through the process of revelation. May I put out quickly now, 
that I am NOT referring to any New Age, heretical or “emerging church” teaching. 
  
Let me continue: Not long after I received this from the Lord I had a very powerful dream. 
  

I was looking at a man standing before me. All I could see was his torso, not his 
face or feet. He was quite a tall, large man dressed in some sort of nondescript 
white robe. He spoke no words. He was holding an open book with its pages in 
front of me to see. He flicked through the book until he came to a particular 
chapter, and then held it open for me to see the heading which simply read: 
“Trut  Re-vi ited”. I instinctively knew that the ‘ma ’ was a messenger angel. The 
dream abruptly finished having only lasted about 20 seconds. 

  
From this dream I knew that the Holy Spirit would begin to teach me the truths of Scripture 
that I had either become complacent about, or misunderstood. Since then I have been alert 
to study the Word carefully, slowly and with fresh revelation.   
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It’s been an exhilarating time and challenged much of my traditional thinking. I realise that I 
had “learned” things from a mixture of different sources, and pieced together my views of 
Scripture in a very ad hoc manner.   
  
Like most of us I had taken a bit of teaching from one preacher, some from another, some 
from a conference, a little from this book and that book, etc. Gradually I had collected views, 
opinions and ideas from all sorts of ministries, and amalgamated them with Scripture. 
Generally this worked out OK and as time passed I began to sieve out what was not in line 
with Scripture and I managed to fine-tune my knowledge. The only thing was that I had relied 
more on Man than the Holy Spirit to teach me. I had also accumulated much “knowledge” 
but failed to integrate it successfully into my life. 
  
On top of that I had many stops-and-starts in the learning process, and didn’t consolidate 
very well what I had learned. I believe the dream came to adjust my thinking in these areas 
and put me back on track. 
  
This writing is to help us understand how revelation might come forth, and how we as the 
Body might begin to appreciate in a fresh way, having a more Biblical approach to learn the 
wonderful truths of our God. 
  

 By Revelation  
  

There are sufficient texts in Scripture that highlight how important revelation is in God’s 
grand purposes. Note these examples: 
  

“...the preaching of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery, 
having been unvoiced during eternal times…” (Rms 16:25)    

  
“For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it except by a revelation of 
Jesus Christ.” (Gal 1:12)  

  
“…that by revelation He made known to me the mystery…” (Eph 3:3)  

  
“A revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to Him to declare to His servants 
things which must shortly come to pass…” (Rev 1:1)    

  

It’s only through revelation that truths come to us. Understanding this principle will save us 
much heartache when we don't see people respond to teaching the way we think they 
should. 
  
Because truths do come to us in the form of revelatory light, it’s fair to assume that not 
everyone is going to enter into the revelation at the same time. We only have to look at 
Scripture to see this (Acts 15:1-6). In fact some will be recipients of the revelation first and 
then given a ministry to inform others about it, e.g. Paul. In such cases we find that 
revelation normally precedes calling. 
  
It’s fascinating to see how the Lord uses one person, or a small group, to bring in a new 
revelatory truth or move of the Spirit. This is a common factor right throughout Scripture, and 
in Church history. The Lord looks for those with receptive hearts and usually finds such 
among a willing minority. 
  

“And they came, everyone whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit 
was willing...” (Exo 35:21)   
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“And every man and woman whose hearts were willing, to bring for all the work 
which YHWH commanded to be done by the hand of Moses...” (Exo 35:29)  

  
“And Moses called to Bezaleel, and to Aholiab, and to everyone wise of heart, to 
whom YHWH had given a heart of wisdom, everyone whose heart had 
been stirred  to come near the work, to do it.” (Exo 36:2)  

  
 ere’s another principle worth considering: 

The more people, the less truth; 
the more truth, the less people. 

  
What does that mean? Reflect for a moment on a large church with say 5,000 members. By 
its very size that church is going to have a very wide number of opinions. There will of 
course be much common ground of doctrine, especially over the fundamentals of salvation, 
but sadly, not always! But you can be certain there'll be divergent views on things like the 
“rapture”  can a Christian have a demon, is it possible to lose your salvation, etc. 
  
Any honest pastor will acknowledge this to be so and usually this great divergence of views 
is accommodated within the larger group through some form of healthy tension. But I’ve 
always wondered if this should be the case. Should it be that the People of Truth have such 
different views about the truth? And of course right there you have the issue of 
denominationalism. Some churches even name themselves after their favourite doctrine: 
Baptists, Seventh Day Adventists, and Pentecostals - you can easily think of others I’m sure. 
  
Why is it that we, who have the Spirit of Truth resident within, should have such different 
opinions about the truth? Something is obviously wrong, very wrong. The Holy Spirit was 
sent to lead us into all truth (Jhn 1:11) yet somehow we haven’t allowed that to happen as 
fully as it should. No doubt part of the problem is due to our “opinions.” 
  
Opinions can often be more entrenched within us than Bible doctrines. Have you noticed 
how often believers will hold onto an opinion like grim death, and if you confront it you’ll 
quickly find out what’s what! People become animated, accusative, their voices rise, the 
eyes become fixed and defiant, and you receive a tongue lashing. Well maybe that’s a little 
exaggerated, but not too much I dare say. As the saying goes: God offends the mind to 
reveal the heart (e.g. Jhn 9:16). 
  
We value our opinions highly don’t we, and will defend them strongly. This is a good thing 
when our opinions have been formed by the Word AND the Spirit of God; but when they are 
opinions of Self, watch out. 
  
There’s one thing I’ve especially learnt over the years; not everyone actually wants Truth! 
And I’m not talking only about the unsaved, but about believers as well. Many say they want 
truth and deeper insight, but when the crunch comes they back off or defend some privately 
held opinion. We’ve all been there, we’ve all done that, and God is wonderfully gracious and 
long-suffering with us, more so than we are with each other. But it’s time we grew up into He 
who is Truth and started walking the walk  e’s purposed for us. 
  
This disinterest in truly wanting Deeper Truth is particularly a condition of large groups. 
That’s why it’s been said: “Crowds lie.”  Pretty blunt, but probably correct.  The more people 
you have, the more compromise you’re likely to allow as a leader. This is why smaller sized 
churches are probably better, numbers around 80 to 150 individuals. Even then you’ll still 
find differences of view points, but at least it’s workable. 
 

 



 

40 
 

For the life of me I can’t see how a church of 5 000 can easily have unity of mind - unity of 

faith, yes, but not necessarily unity of spirit! It would be better for such a large group to divide 

into 100 smaller assemblies of about 50 people. One of the usual arguments against this is 

the logistics; e.g. how can we find 100 e tra pastors? All such ‘problems’ can be overcome  

after all this is where the New Testament ministry of local elders can so easily help. (NOTE: 

The New Testament pattern is quite straightforward: leadership of the local assembly is plural, not 

singular. A plurality of elders is responsible for overseeing the local brethren, not a single leader ruling 

from the top, like a “Pastor”. We have the latter operating purely out of man’s tradition.) 

It would be exhilarating to have a large church break up into much smaller assemblies each 
with two or three local elders having the oversight, and they being responsible to an Apostle 
or group from the Ephesians 4:11 style ministry. Imagine the difference? Lord, may that day 
arrive soon! 
  
Now back to truth and revelation. It would be most unfair to say that all large churches 
compromise issues; there may well be some who have both unity of faith AND unity of spirit, 
but they would be rare. Biblically speaking it was the smaller intimate gatherings that 
produced mature saints, thus the strength in today’s house churches and small assemblies. 
  
Generally speaking, the small assemblies are the places where revelatory truth is easier to 
teach and impart. When the numbers get too big, a different dynamic enters in. The normal 
way of dealing with this in large congregations is to have small study groups, or mid-week 
home meetings. While this goes some way in addressing the problem of a very large church, 
it falls short of allowing other dynamics to operate well. 
  
Certainly people from a large congregation can, and do, grow through small group meetings, 
but the error is to think that a once-off mid-week meeting will suffice. The Biblical concept is 
actually much more frequent, and has a special core to it. That core element is what we can 
call Lamad Teaching. To strengthen this idea we can look at how the early church grouped 
together. The church in Jerusalem was basically a network of interrelated “house churches” 
probably numbering in their thousands. But we also know that the very early believers 
regularly attended the Temple (Acts 3:1 /  21:26-27). 
  
Historical records show that the Temple area was filled with many porches in which groups 
of about 20 to 50 people at a time could be accommodated for teaching. So there’s a clear 
Biblical underpinning for the small church concept, whether in a house, or in small groups at 
a larger gathering such as the Temple. It’s in both that we find the lamad style of teaching 
operating in early Christianity. So what is this lamad learning? 
  

The Hebraic method of learning 
  
We find in the Hebrew language there’s one root word for the two words “to teach” and “to 
learn”  that is the word lamad. It derives from the seventh letter of the Hebrew alphabet, and 
has particular helpful insight (see page 18). In the Hebrew culture, the teacher has not truly 
‘taught’ unless the student has learned. This is a fundamental principle, and the teacher will 
continue to go over and over the same truth, often expressing it in different ways, until the 
student has learnt it (e.g. see the parables of Jesus). Only then is it deemed that the pupil 
has truly understood and appropriated the truth for himself. 
  
We know that the Rabbis used this method and we can see the pattern also expressed in 
the ministry of the Lord Jesus, with this normally occurring in either a one-to-one situation or 
a very small group, such as the Twelve. As the teacher taught, the learner would gradually 
become aware of the reality of the truth and the source of that truth. This would bring forth a 
great respect for both the Source of Truth, and the Deliverer of that Truth. In the Biblical 
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understanding this is reflected in what we call ‘the Fear of the Lord’ (meaning, respecting 
and honouring the source of the truth). 
  

“The fear of YHWH is the beginning of knowledge; it is fools who despise wisdom 
and instruction.” Prov 1:7 

  
So Biblically speaking, all learning and teaching are ultimately to be found in this honouring 
of the Lord as the source of all truth. The Hebrew mindset holds that all truth emanates from 
the Lord God; He and His truth are the standards by which we are to measure all things 
pertaining to life. However in the Western mindset, which is based on Greek philosophical 
concepts, “Man has become the measure of all things”. Sadly the church hasn’t clearly 
discerned this and has allowed this concept to dictate to us in such a way that we’ve fallen 
prey to the spirit of the age. 
  
The views of the Greek and the Hebrew mindsets are greatly at odds with one another. One 
declares that man’s understanding of reality should be imposed on life; the other states that 
the sum of all knowledge is found only in God whose ways are certain and sure. So in the 
Hebrew thought pattern it is “Knowing God” that’s all important, while in the Greek thought 
pattern the goal is to “Know Thyself”. 
 

 

One has Man as its object; the other has God as its all-consuming focus. One starts with 

Man, and one starts with God. One says Man is able to rise up and know truth (through 

academic ability or secret knowledge), the other declares that truth will come down to you 

 “Unless you are born again from above...” Jhn. 3:3). 
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According to Scripture we cannot know who we are and why we are in this world until we 
first know the Lord God and submit to His will. The Biblical view is that we require a birthing 
from above by the agency of the Holy Spirit in order to know truth and live by it. This brings 
wisdom and knowledge into our lives. 
  

“...that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding, for you to walk worthily of the Lord to all pleasing, 
bearing fruit in every good work and growing into the full knowledge of God.”  Col 
1:9-10 

  
Unlike the West, the goal of teaching in the East is not the impartation of facts, but the 
transforming of lives. For the Hebrews, knowledge (yadah) involves a personal encounter 
with God and a specific response to Him. 
  
If there’s an encounter but no response from the pupil, then truth has not been successfully 
implanted in the learner. And if there’s some kind of response forthcoming that’s not 
accurately founded on truth, then the result will be less beneficial than it should be. There is 
to be a harmony, a link between the encounter and its appropriate response. The result of 
this dynamic is a transformation; a transformation into the likeness of the Son of God (Eph 
4:13 and 15). This style of teaching was used both by the Lord Jesus, and by Paul; it was 
thoroughly rabbinic. 
  
So in the lamad method of learning, we are returning to the Hebraic concept of education, 
which includes this Encounter and Revelation concept. And it’s to be a personal encounter at 
that, not a second-hand experience or a vicarious one. 
  
The time of instruction is meant to become a time of transformation, not one simply of 
imparting knowledge. The classroom is to be a place of impassioned discussion and the 
sharing of real life experiences. It becomes a place where we meet God through the sharing 
of real life experiences of other believers. If you’ve ever seen a Jewish yeshiva in action, and 
heard the noise level, you’ll know exactly what we’re talking about here. (NOTE: Yeshiva or 

yeshivah [Hebrew ישיבה literally meaning “sitting down” or in modern Hebrew “meeting”] is an 
institution for Torah study and the study of Talmud primarily within Orthodox Judaism attended only 
by males. Yeshiva is also the “generic” name for the entire system of education that teaches all age 

levels.) 
 
The Jewish students debate, throw ideas around, challenge each other, all with much gusto, 
action and noise. Certainly it’s a cultural thing that might not work exactly the same way in 
our western culture, but the basis of the yeshiva is still one of sharing experiences, and 
learning to relate those to Scripture in order for transformation to occur. And while there may 
be much disagreement between various views, it rarely reaches the point where deep 
division occurs. 
  
Compare this attitude with what so often happens in many churches, where one brother will 
set himself against another over even small doctrinal differences. The result from this is the 
formation of yet another church! In fact the modern western church is highly fractured due to 
the inability of brethren to stay together even though they might hotly differ over Scripture. 
We could well learn something from the yeshiva method and the Jewish mentality. The 
modern church is far too individualistic and has forgotten its corporateness. 
  
So, in the Hebraic (and Biblical) view the classroom becomes a place where we practice 
truth, not just talk about it. The classroom is not separated from life but is actually part of our 
lives. It’s in the classroom environment where we begin to “walk the talk.” If someone should 
have a different slant on a certain truth, then we are to lovingly listen, really listen, to what 
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they’re saying. This is more than just being polite, it’s preferring one another and being 
willing to learn something fresh from a different perspective. And, it will take much humility! 
  
The “classroom” becomes a place where we can model what we’re learning. For example, 
say we’re looking at what the Word says about patience, forbearing, loving the brethren, etc. 
- as we throw ideas back and forth, open the Word, share ideas and feelings, it probably 
won’t take long before somebody crosses swords with someone else. 
  
What transpires will test whether or not we’re learning truth at that moment. Should someone 
get short or uptight with another of the brethren, then the very lesson we’re supposed to be 
learning (about patience, love, etc) will quickly be seen to have failed. Love and patience 
was not shown by one brother to another, and the lesson was not learnt, and the truth of it 
wasn’t personally appropriated. 
  
Now not only wasn’t the lesson received and believed, everyone in the group saw it! So this 
immediately brings in another dynamic. Imagine the scene for a moment: the lesson is about 
patience, love, and preferring the brethren. Somebody presents an idea, but someone else 
wants to push their view forward without really listening to the other brother. Tension fills the 
room, the body language changes, the pitch of voices rises, eyes narrow, and every one 
feels on edge. They all see what’s going on. They know they’re supposed to be talking about 
“brotherly love” but little is being shown between the two brethren concerned. 
  
Not only does everyone see and feel what’s going on, the one who’s causing the tension 
now feels more tense because he’s instigated it. Then it occurs to him that the lesson is 
supposed to be about “brotherly love” and he’s not really showing it - but he wants to stick to 
his guns. What does he do now? Does he back off? Does he abruptly leave the room? Does 
he pull back and hide in himself? Or does he show humility and say sorry? 
  
If he does apologise, he’s actually showed he’s learning the lesson, simply by apologising for 
offending both the brother and the group. If he doesn't apologise, he’s actually dug another 
hole for himself, for not only has he caused a stir, now he’s added to it be refusing to 
apologise! This is why group settings like a lamad study can be so exhilarating – and 
sometimes so difficult. In the case above, we have one lesson that was to be learnt, but out 
of it arose another (whether to apologise or not). In the end both lessons can be learnt, or 
one, or none! 
  
Those who choose to utilise lamad teaching soon find that study and life interact quite 
dynamically through such a method. A concept like this will reveal the state of our heart very 
quickly, and publicly. We see this of course in the gospels where the Lord Jesus in his 
teachings revealed what was truly in the hearts of the Pharisees and scribes - and it was 
done in public! 
  
So, clearly in the Biblical concept, learning is meant to be about life, and it’s meant to be life-
long. Even though we begin to learn from an extremely early age in childhood, we all know 
it's unrealistic to think we can cram education into the first 20 years or so of our lives. The 
process of accumulating information, learning how to use it, letting it transform us, and finally 
becoming creative with it, are all life-long issues. 
 

Adjusting to the truth 
  

There are many differences between the two great competing cultures of the West and East, 
but it’s in the area of education that we find one of the most marked divergences. The Greek 
or Western idea of education emphasizes what we might call “detached information ” while 
the East or Hebraic idea stresses something akin to “a personal encounter.” This of course is 
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a generalisation, but nevertheless is basically true. Biblically speaking it was important to the 
Hebrews that each learner should have a personal encounter which would transform them. 
It’s obvious that having an encounter and responding to God are the central dynamics of 
Scripture. For the Hebrews all of life became a classroom. 
  
Should we choose to use this method today we need to ensure that our “classrooms” are 
where we practice truth and love (Eph 4:15 - “Being the truth in love” is a more accurate 

translation of the Greek than “speaking the truth in love”) and be willing to adjust to it where 
needed. 
 
One of the key factors about participating in a Lamad-style encounter is understanding the 
need for each participant to have love from a pure heart, have a good conscience, and a 
sincere faith (1 Tim 1:5). Each of these are heart issues, and anyone participating in Lamad 
will soon come “undone” if they have a bad attitude or selfish motive. 
  
I recall one time some years ago when someone was asked to share a personal reflection at 
one of our lamad-style meetings. The person utilised the occasion to attack the policies of 
our Church, as well as me as the Minister, taking us all by surprise! It wasn’t long before it 
became clear she had a major grudge and seized the moment to deliver it, virtually wrecking 
that Lamad encounter. Unfortunately this just happened to be our first meeting, and it turned 
many people off from coming again. It took some months of careful preparation and the 
binding-up of hurt souls before we could initiate another attempt. I learnt a significant lesson 
that day. 
  
While this kind of thing isn't at all uncommon in congregations, it does show how many 
believers allow the mind to subjugate their spirit. Biblically speaking the mind is made to 
serve the spirit. All spiritual instruction and training is to be focussed on the spirit (or heart), 
so it’s important that a healthy Lamad group should have participants who have already 
dealt with many of their soul issues, or at least are attending to them for adjustment. 
  
Now this doesn’t mean you can only have a Lamad group if you have “mature” people, but it 
does mean that those in the study group should be willing to strive for maturity. Being open 
and teachable is something vital to Lamad experiences. There’s a helpful adage that goes 
like this:     
                                         
The spirit is king; 

The soul is a servant to the spirit; 
and the body is a slave to the soul. 

  
As we adjust more and more to the Word of God, we find that our personal encounter 
demands a teaching style of Holy Spirit guided discovery. Lamad learning encourages the 
flow of revelation within the hearts of the students. Discovery often happens best in a lively 
interchange within the classroom. Therefore, effective group interaction must be promoted 
by the lamad teacher. 
  
However we do need to be aware of those who might highjack the encounter for their own 
purposes, as in the case mentioned above. Also, the leader or facilitator will need to carefully 
but firmly address inerrant doctrine. I find the best way of doing this is to encourage the 
person who’s spoken by affirming their right to speak to the group, but then to let Scripture 
adjust the issue by saying something like: “Now let’s reflect on what Mike said by seeing 
what the Word says about that.” If the comment was unscriptural then the Word will show it 
to be so. It’s very hard to disagree with the Word, but they might well disagree with the 
leader! 
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So it’s helpful to keep the focus firmly on what the Word clearly says. Certain things are 
central to life and eternity, others are not. Anger, fear, and doubt are temporary and will be 
swallowed up by the realities that abide forever: faith, hope, and love. 
 
The Lamad curriculum constantly emphasizes the abiding, eternal realities, instilling these 
into the lives of the students. For this reason it’s vital to conclude a lamad meeting with 
prayer; praying for one another in small groups, asking the Holy Spirit to bring about a reality 
in our lives based on what’s been discussed. 
  
Man is to live in the constant flow of God’s grace and purposes. This is accomplished by 
lifting up our eyes in worship to the King, and becoming consumed by His presence. While 
we are in the Lord's presence, we acknowledge that we no longer live, but that Christ is our 
life, and the life we now live is by faith (Gal 2:20). We live out of daily fellowship with the Holy 
Spirit, recognizing that everything done outside of divine flow is a dead work. Such is the joy, 
the thrill and the aim of a Lamad style encounter. An encounter with our brothers and sisters, 
an encounter with our God, and an encounter with those things which are eternal. 
  
Lamad encounters will bring us into confrontation with the thoughts of others, and especially 
with our own ideas and thoughts. Have you ever noticed how we as humans react rather 
then respond to new ideas? Very few people “respond to”; most of us “react against” what 
might be presented. This isn’t such a huge problem because it’s natural that we would 
defend long-held opinions. But it does become a problem when, after due consideration, we 
begin to actively resist what’s being shared. 
  
In a lamad style encounter we don’t set out to neither pull down the views of others, nor do 
we attempt to exalt our own. What we do is to listen, and then measure everyone's views 
against the standard of Scripture. 
  
For some years now I’ve wondered what it would be like to have a group of believers meet 
together for one purpose: to methodically go through all the fundamental doctrines of “church 
teaching” and to be scrupulously honest in seeing how they measure up against the plain 
teaching of Scripture. I wonder how many of us would be so brave. To test how you might 
react, I’ll throw something your way right now. 
  
As Christians we commonly speak about the New Covenant; when we share communion we 
usually refer to that whole event as the inauguration of the New Covenant; and some groups 
even call themselves “New Testament churches.” Now - here we go, so get ready! 
Scripturally speaking what group of people are associated with the “New Covenant”? 
  
Some might answer, “All who have faith in Christ”  others might say “Those who are born 
again”  and others might boldly declare “ nly true Christians are members of the New 
Covenant.” Now, what does Scripture simply and plainly say? Read it slowly and out loud to 
yourself. 
  

“Behold, the days are coming, says YHWH, that I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah.” Jer 31:31  

  
“Listen! The days are coming, says YHWH, and I will establish a new covenant 
over the house of Israel and over the house of Judah.” Heb 8:8  

  
Now please read it just once more before we go on, asking yourself that one question, ‘With 
whom is the new covenant made’?  Note what the Word says, in two different places  “two” 
for witness - Deut 17:6); “...with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah…” 
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Not a mention of the gentiles here! No mention of any other group except the houses of 
Israel and Judah. The Word plainly says the new covenant will be established with Israel and 
Judah. Let that sink in for a moment. Now please, I’m not trying to stir you up and get you all 
agitated, but I do want to ask you a question. 
  
What are you feeling right now? Are you stunned by what you plainly read from Scripture? 
Are you agitated that I should throw you a curly one? Are you angry with me because you 
conclude I have some weird doctrine? Is your mind already racing ahead and making certain 
deductions about me and my opinions? 
  
Well, that’s OK because I’m not going to defend myself about what I’ve asked you to read 
through. What I would like you to consider is ‘ ow do you feel? What emotions has this 
brought forth in you?’ What has just happened is what happens when we share in a lamad 
encounter. Issues will definitely come up that will test whether you’re going to respond to or 
react against something. 
  
I’ll let you mull over those two Bible verses for a while; the Word and the Spirit will be the 
only ones that will work it out for you. Besides, my point in doing this little exercise was NOT 
to try and change your doctrine, or to make you run to other verses to support your 
entrenched views (and by that I don’t mean to be demeaning). I’m not making any 
judgement on you, truly! All I wanted to do was to see how you felt about something that 
would challenge your understanding. That’s all. 
  
Let’s move on. If you can tap into your feelings about being challenged and begin to assess 
them, then we’re off and running. What will happen as we further investigate our opinions, is 
that the Word will open new ways to us. We’ll begin to see how long-held understandings 
can’t always be supported by the direct reading of Scripture. Gradually the Holy Spirit will 
enlighten us about some of our views, even dearly held ones. 
  
It’s not that we’ve believed a lie and exalted it as truth, but that we’ve simply taken on-board 
some teaching in good faith, often from a respected preacher or established doctrinal 
stance. If the Word shows us that our view point isn’t quite accurate, all we need do is to 
adjust to the truth. 
  
This is a regular feature in Scripture, but often we overlook it. Revelation is progressive, and 
so too should be the formation of our mind. We are to conform to the mind of Christ and to 
His Word, not to what our favourite preacher said or what the latest best-selling book 
propagated. 
  
I prefer to not try and “change” a person's mind; that rarely works. And actually it’s not the 
way of Scripture either. What is needed, and what works best, is allowing our opinions to be 
re-evaluated against the standard of Scripture. This is what I prefer to call “adjustment”. It’s a 
less confrontationist word and encourages us to re-think our ideas by testing them solely 
against Scripture and no other source. Quite exhilarating really! 
  
 So let’s look at some examples from the Word. 
  

“And going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee 
and his brother John in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. 
And He called them.” Mtt 4:21  

  
In this verse the word “mending” (or “repairing”) is where we start in considering adjusting to 
the truth. In Greek it’s       i   (G2675) and a more accurate meaning is “to adjust, to put to 
rights, to articulate, to mend if needed, to get ready, to equip thoroughly, to fully train, to 
render fit, to make complete again, to make sound, to restore, to mend what has been 
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broken or torn”. What rich insights are here! You can probably already see where we’re 
going with this. 
  
Here we have James and John “restoring” their fishing nets because they needed to be 
made sound again, they needed to be adjusted and put to rights so that they'd be useful, 
equipped and functional at sea. Now transfer that kind of concept to a believer who needs 
their doctrine re-aligned so that it comes back into harmony with Scripture, and there you 
have it - adjustment to the truth. Other supportive texts in Scripture are: 
  

“ Apollos) began to speak boldly in the synagogue. And Aquila and Priscilla heard 
him, and they took him aside and expounded to him the way of God 
more perfectly.” Acts 18:26    

  
Here we find a believer called Apollos, fervent in spirit and who taught boldly about Jesus as 
Messiah (vs. 25), but who was nevertheless limited because he only had John’s baptismal 
understanding. So Aquila and his wife take Apollos aside and adjust this thinking so that it 
more accurately reflects the complete truth about Jesus. Apollos is thus rendered fit, made 
sound and put to rights. 
  
Aquila and Priscilla did it the Biblical way, and re-aligned a new believer so that he’d be 
equipped for further ministry. They didn’t chastise him, run him out of the synagogue, 
confront him rudely or criticize him - they simply took him aside and explained things more 
accurately to him. There was a re-alignment of received truth. This should be a good model 
for us. 
  
Let’s continue with this vein of thought: 

“But I exhort you brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among you; but that you 
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and the same purpose.” 1 Cor 1:10    

  
Here we have the same Greek word       i    as found in the text about repairing the fishing 
nets (Mtt. 4:21). Paul is exhorting the Corinthians to be like minded and wants them to be 
adjusted in their thinking so that they all have “the same mind and same purpose”. If only 
today’s churches would sit down and do this, what single-minded purpose we would have as 
the joint Body of Christ! (see 2 Cor 13:11). 
  
Paul gives us a clue towards the adjustment process when addressing the brethren in 
Galatia. 
  

 “Brothers, if a man is overtaken in a fault, you the spiritual ones restore such a 
one in the spirit of meekness, considering yourself, lest you also be tempted.” Gal 
6:1  

  
Here is the use of a metaphor taken from the idea of a skillful surgeon restoring a dislocated 
limb and putting it back in place. Notice that Paul says it’s to be the “spiritual ones” who are 
to do the restoring. Those believers who are still carnal, loose in their minds, untested by the 
Spirit, and not been through the adjusting themselves (i.e. unskillful), will not be able to 
properly adjust others. Leaders in the Body need to take notice of this, and implement it well. 
Failure to do so has taken a drastic toll through the years. 
  
Should a person considering themselves to be “spiritual” Paul throws in a warning about 
pride. His exhortation is addressed to the conscience of each believer as if to say, ‘Before 
you deal severely with your erring brother, consider your own weakness and susceptibility to 
temptation first, and only restore him in view of that fact.’ This is a good antidote for spiritual 
pride. An old saying makes the point rather well: “Satan loves a shining target.” 
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So far we’ve looked mainly at the how to adjust others, but now it’s time to bring the matter 
closer to home and take stock of ourselves. In His discourse to the disciples on the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus gives this exhortation: 
  

“Therefore you also be ready, for in that hour you think not, the Son of Man 
comes.” Mtt 24:44  

  
The phrase “be ready” (G2092 heteos / hetoimos) means fitness, adjusted, made ready, 
accomplished. It also has an added meaning that is quite striking: to receive One 
coming  Thayer’s Bible definitions). Here the Lord Jesus is exhorting in very strong terms, 
the need for believers to be adjusted, and spiritually and mentally fit. And notice how this is 
linked to being aware of the times and seasons relating to His return. 
  
Further on in the same discourse Jesus tells the parable of the Ten Virgins; and notice what 
He says about the state of those welcomed into the wedding feast: 
  

“And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came. And they who were ready 
went in with him to the marriage, and the door was shut.” Mtt 25:10  

  
Only those who were “ready” went in to the wedding feast! Guess what that English word 
means in the Greek? The same as in Matthew 24:44, hetoimos meaning fitness, adjusted, 
made ready, accomplished. So we have Jesus warning us to be adjusted, for if we don’t 
bend to it, and if we’re alive at His Return, we will not be welcomed into His wedding feast. 
Let that sink in! 
  
Hence we find the disturbing truth that adjusting to truth is not simply something for new 
believers; it’s not just something that needs to happen to those with wrong doctrine or 
misplaced sympathy for unusual teaching; it’s also got something to do with an issue as 
large and important as being welcomed into the Lamb’s wedding banquet! 
  
How vital then is it that we give ourselves over to the adjusting work of the Holy Spirit and 
the Word of God. This is not an option. It’s a Biblical requirement associated directly with our 
maturing. Dare we hesitate to not bend to this great adjusting? I think not, and I sincerely 
pray not. Paul saw this as a major component of his ministry, and he made a very bold 
declaration stating that the joint ministries of the apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and 
teacher would continue to exist until the Body came to the “measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ” (Eph 4:13). 
  
Adjusting to the truth, being made internally fit for ministry, put to rights, and all the other 
words that we’ve looked at so far; all these come together when Paul says that individually 
you and I need this to happen to us. For when that process is underway within us, then the 
Body corporate, the “Church” will begin to mature. Then and only then. And it will be the on-
going ministry of Ephesians 4:11 that will enhance that maturing. This stirs me; this excites 
me; this makes me jealous to be part of that great day; this is what our purpose is to be as 
the Body… 
 

“...with a view to the perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, for the 
perfecting up of the body of Christ.”  Eph 4:12    

  
“For the perfecting”                      ). This phrase is only used once in the entire 
New Testament. In non-Biblical classical Greek writings it referred to the idea of re-fitting or 
equipping a ship, or the re-setting of a bone. This radical idea of adjustment we’ve been 
looking at is forcefully brought out in the next verse. 
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“...that we all may come to the unity of the faith and of the full knowledge of the 
Son of God, to a full-grown man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ.” Eph 4:13  

  
You can’t get better than that. This is what the Word tells us the Father wants of us; this is 
what the Word tells us will actually happen in His timing. Fear not that you might die before 
that day arrives, for Paul encourages us that… 
  

“...we the living who remain at the coming of the Lord will not go before those 
who have fallen asleep.” 1 Thess 4:15  

  
 We go together; we arrive together; we are glorified together, as a Body!  Now whether our 
joint maturing happens all at the same time, or whether it happens to individuals throughout 
history and accumulates on the Great Day - I don’t know. But logically it would seem that this 
exhortation by both the Lord Jesus and Paul, indicates that it’s our personal obligation and 
duty throughout all periods of “church history” to get ready, to be adjusted, to be rendered fit. 
 May it be so, individually and corporately. 
 

The importance of the letter “Lamed” 
  
The tallest letter in traditional Biblical Hebrew is the lamed. This letter is at the very centre of 
the Hebrew alphabet towering over all other characters. If you draw a horizontal line 
touching the high point of each Hebrew letter you’ll see that the lamed is the only letter that 
rises above the top line. 

 

So in looking at the letter, it literally stands above all the rest. For this reason alone the 
lamed has been the cause of much interest by Jewish scholars, and they’ve reasoned that 
because God does all things with a purpose there must be some wonderful significance in 
the fact that it’s so tall. 
  
The ancient Phoenician/Hebrew language consisted of 22 basic letters, each one written like 
a picture with a certain representation depicting a tent, a door or even an animal. These 
pictographic letters each have a specific meaning that enables us to gain a significant insight 
into the Hebraic, and therefore Biblical, culture. 
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Perhaps the best way to demonstrate this is to look at some examples of ancient 
pictography. Bear in mind that all these examples are merely pictographs, and that Biblical 
and modern Hebrew often bears little resemblance to the more ancient form. Therefore the 
“early” or “primitive” letter form will serve best as indicators. 
  
The second letter of the Hebrew aleph-bet (alphabet) is beyt ב having a “b” sound. 
Pictographically the letter is depicted in various forms and looks like the graphics seen 
below. It thus represents a tent or the floor plan of a dwelling, and so indicates to us what is 
found inside a tent (house) - a family. So the meaning of this letter Beyt can be “tent” or “that 
which is within”. 

 

Let’s look at another example. The mem מ has a “m” sound. We see in the graphics below 

that it looks like a picture of waves on water (in its primitive and foundational form). It can 

also mean the flowing “water” of man and animals  that is  blood. Because blood is passed 

from one generation to another  in both humans and animals) it can also mean “from”. 

 

So we’re beginning to see how the ancient letters, using pictographic representations, have 
some very interesting meanings. One more example then before we get to the special 
insights about the letter lamed. 
  

The letter hey ה has a “h” sound and its ancient depiction is of a man standing with raised 

arms as if he’s yelling "look at that". We still do this today when we want to catch someone’s 
attention and call out “hey you!” using the very same Hebrew letter, hey. So this letter is 
used in the sense of directing our attention to something important. 
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Now to our special letter lamed. The lamed  or “lam” in ancient  ebrew) has a “l” sound and 

is depicted as a shepherd’s crook or staff. Traditionally the staff was used to direct sheep 

toward a certain area, e.g. towards water, a pasture or to safety. So this letter is used to 

mean “toward”. 

 

Originally lamed was depicted as a goad, the main instrument for training and directing oxen 

in primitive agricultural societies. It was basically nothing more than a wooden pole or stick 

about 2 or 3 metres long, with a pointed tip. So now if we turn the pictorial graphic of lamed 

on its side and imagine an e tension to its arm  we’ll see something akin to a goad or staff. 

 

You can see that already it's beginning to look more like what we know to be a traditional 
shepherd’s crook or staff.     
  
Putting all this together we start to see why lamed is used as a fitting designation for 
“teaching” and “learning”  for this is precisely what a shepherd did in caring for his sheep. 
The shepherd wasn't simply a “carer” of the flock but an educator as well. He knew his 
sheep intimately, they knew his voice; trust was paramount, and a good shepherd knew the 
limits of his flock’s endurance, as well as how to educate the young lambs new to it. His staff 
was truly a lamed. 
  
In fact it’s the very foundation of the word lamed which again means “to teach and learn”. 
The simple form of the verb means “to learn” and the intensive form means “to teach.” 
  
The Hebraic understanding of education requires that teaching and learning go hand in 
hand, and that each one of us should be both a learner and a teacher - for the rest of our 
life. When learning ceases, teaching will also cease. 
  
Lamed, the ox (or sheep) goad has come to represent “education” partly due to the insight 
that traditionally the teacher would goad his student into acquiring knowledge. In some 
cultures the teacher would instruct his students with a goad in hand. 
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For example in Asia, should the aspiring religious student drift off to sleep during instruction 
or meditation, he will soon be awakened by a sharp hit on the shoulders with the teacher’s 
goad! Perhaps we who are older will remember only too well the sting of the teacher’s cane 
at school - the goad. Whether it made us learn any more efficiently is another matter! 
  
Another form of lamed is the word limud which means “learner” or “disciple”. A disciple is 
one who is taught and who’s been subjected to the discipline of learning, sometimes through 
the use of a goad. There’s an obvious connection between the words “discipline” and 
“discipleship”. The discipline of study produces the disciple, and of course this isn’t confined 
to gaining intellectual knowledge; it’s also to do with “life knowledge”. 
  
 We find the Hebrew word limud first used of disciples in 1 Chronicles 25:8. 
 

“And they cast lots for duty, the small as well as the great, the teacher as well as 
the pupil  talmid).” 

  
The word talmid has limud as its root, with talmid originally meaning what we call a “scholar”. 
As time went on this eventually became the common Jewish term for a student, learner or 
disciple. 
  
When we come to the New Testament we find the Greek word mathetes (Strongs G3103) 
being used for “disciple”. Interestingly this Greek word mathetes is the root for our word 
“mathematics”  and we’re all aware of the discipline that’s required in that field of study. 
  
Jesus’ disciples (talmidim) were instructed to: 

“...go, disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things, whatever I 
commanded you”. Mtt 28:19-20 

  
So we see that the foundation of discipleship is learning and teaching, and the foundation of 
this learning and teaching is the commandments of Jesus. What we commonly call 
“Christian discipleship” is meant to be a real life exercise of learning through the discipline of 
being instructed into the specific teachings of Christ. It’s like submitting to the goad of 
training, permitting oneself to be pricked by the pointed lamed. 
  
With the lamed imagery in mind, we now get a rich insight into Jesus’ words found in 
Matthew 11:29-30. 
  

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, because I am meek and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest to your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light”. 

  
The metaphor used here is really the same as the lamed insight. In ancient Biblical times a 
young ox was yoked to an older more mature one. In that way when they were sent out to 
plough the younger “disciple” could learn from the older “master”. 
  
Being yoked together meant that the mature ox could instruct at very close quarters. It 
must've been rough on the young animal being so closely tethered to one who knew the 
ropes and had learnt the tricks of the trade. But it paid off, and the younger animal learnt the 
necessary life skills. 
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Being yoked together with Jesus means learning at very close quarters - and learning “on 
the job”. Jesus said the yoke would be there, but by submitting to it and to Him, it would 
prove to be “easy”. I wonder how many of us have really learnt that lesson. The Messiah’s 
yoke gives us just enough discomfort to nudge and goad us onto the right pathway. 
  
Like the two oxen, the Biblical learning process requires us to learn on the road, to walk the 
talk, to imitate the elder amongst us. Hence Jesus said: 
  

“It is enough for the disciple that he become like his teacher.” Mtt 10:25 
  
And Paul is bold to state: “...be imitators of me.” (1 Cor 4:16) and “Be imitators of me as I 
am also of Christ.” (1 Cor 11:1) 
  
This imitating of one who was held in awe and reverence depended entirely upon a 
willingness of heart to be taught. The imagery we have over and over in Scripture is one of 
walking with the master, whether it is Elisha walking with Elijah, or the disciples with Jesus. 
This learning process was intense, demanding and certainly not optional if you truly wanted 
“to know”. But once you had set your mind to it you would be expected to walk the road with 
the master no matter where it went and what was at the end. 
  
It was a dynamic in which one followed the teacher and thereby was engaged in the great 
lessons of life, these being learnt by the day-to-day events that all people encountered. What 
made the common daily things different was how the master instructed you to look beyond 
them and to see in them something of God. 
  
 If only today’s Church still practiced this, what a difference it would make to new believers! 
“But the cost is too high” men say. And certainly many would also complain that such a 
process is far too inconvenient for today’s modern life. But look what we’re missing! 
  

The Point of studying the Word 
  

The long term relationship formed between the teacher and the student (rabbi and talmid) 
was one of ongoing interaction, deliberately fostered by the teacher as he saw fit, when he 
saw fit. Jesus did this in a special way, not using His own initiative to instruct, but waiting on 
the Father to “show” him what was to be spoken and acted upon, and when it was to 
happen. 
  

"Jesus replied, I assure you, the Son is not able to do anything on His own, but 
only what He sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, the Son also 
does these things in the same way.” Jhn 5:19  

  
“...the things that I speak, I speak just as the Father has told me to speak.” Jhn 
12:50 
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For disciples, two of the greatest honours they could receive from their teacher were to be 
instructed in his unique prayer, and to be “covered in his dust”. 
  
You might recall in the New Testament that one of the disciples asked Jesus, as a rabbi, to 
teach them all how to pray. For us today this might seem a little strange, but there was a 
peculiar Biblical reason for doing so. Each rabbi was known for his own style of teaching, 
and his students could be readily identified by others through the way they incorporated this 
teaching into a unique prayer. When this specialized prayer was used by the rabbi’s 
followers, other people could identify them with that rabbi simply by listening to the content of 
the prayer. 
  

“And it happened as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, one of 
His disciples said to Him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught His 
disciples.” Luk 11:1  

  
Evidently Jesus’ disciples heard how John the Baptist had instructed his disciples in prayer, 
and now Jesus’ followers felt it was time that they too were identified with the Lord by 
knowing His kind of prayer. It was then that Jesus taught them how to pray by incorporating 
His own heaven-sent doctrine into what we generally call “the Lord’s Prayer”. 
  

“Therefore, you should pray like this: Our Father in heaven…” Mtt 6:9  
  
As you read through this prayer you’ll quickly see that Jesus’ declaration about the kingdom, 
about forgiveness, and about God being a Father, are uniquely His. 
Allied to knowing this kind of prayer was to be known as a follower of a rabbi by his type of 
teaching. The word “dust” in Scripture is a metaphor for “teaching”. As we’ve seen in Biblical 
times, to be pupil of a teacher required you to follow him, literally. You would walk with him, 
eat with him, serve him, etc. So as you walked the unpaved roads of Israel you would 
literally be walking in his dust. Therefore to follow a teacher and to be his disciple was like 
being “covered in his dust”. 
  
This kind of life-instruction goes to the very heart of a lamad-style encounter. Such teaching 
focuses directly on the teacher-pupil / rabbi-disciple model of inter-relatedness and 
accountability. It was, and is, the teacher’s role to bring the disciple to a place of self-
discovery. Of course in the end it’s not at all a journey of “self” discovery but one of 
discovering Christ, who is “far above all” (Eph. 4:10). 
  
The disciple’s role is to submit, question and search and having arrived at truth, to stand by it 
and for it. This is why Paul instructed Timothy his talmid to… 

“...be diligent and present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth…” 2 Tim 2:15 

  
One of the most vital aspects of discipleship requires the talmid to “know God’s Word” and to 
“know the God of the Word”. Sadly in modern Christian discipleship, particularly in western 
churches, the former is elevated above the latter. We often esteem the written word above 
the living Word. 
  
Any “study” of the Scriptures must be done with a view to “do” what the Word says, and to 
adjust to what the Word declares us to be. The talmid must set his heart to study the Word in 
order that he might do it. Only then can a talmid truly have the Biblical and divine right to 
teach it to others (see Ezra 7:10). 
  
Scripturally speaking, learning without actually doing, is akin to sin. The Word declares that: 
  

“To anyone knowing to do good, and not do it, for him it is sin.” Jms 4:17  
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This is like believing without decision or action. Any theory without practice is ultimately 
meaningless and even deceptive luring the person into believing that they really “know” 
something. We could even go so far as to say that Biblically speaking, anything that’s not 
practical is not truly spiritual. The proof of our belief is action based upon knowledge, 
understanding and wisdom. And remember that wisdom is applied spiritual knowledge, that 
is, it’s practical. Without such proof in our lives as disciples, discipleship is never truly 
established within us. 
  
Any true disciple of Jesus Christ will be a student of God’s on-going and living instruction. 
They will have a hunger for the Word, and give time to meditate on it, allowing the Holy Spirit 
as teacher to bring forth revelation and conviction. Studying God’s Word is essential to true 
and transforming discipleship, for it’s the Word and it’s Author that imparts life, not the 
teacher or rabbi, no matter how gifted or anointed they be. 
  
Such is the importance of correctly studying the Word, that the Jews have long believed that 
study is the highest form of worship. Now this is an astonishing thought. The Jews link 
studying the Word of God with worshipping Him! On the other hand, the Greek philosophical 
and educative concept is that “knowledge” should be worshipped. If you want some simple 
proof of this just look at how “education” is so highly esteemed in modern western society. In 
fact people are often looked down upon simply because they haven’t been to university or 
don’t have a degree: the “blue collar” versus the “white collar” syndrome. 
  
So how is it that the Jews link study with worship? The words for worship both in Hebrew 
(segad) and Greek (proskunéo) mean to “prostate oneself before God”. For the Jews the 
ultimate form of prostrating before God is to submit to His will, which is found recorded in His 
Word. 
  
Quite straightforward really. The study of the Scriptures has an intrinsic truth attached to it, 
namely, we study in order to do what God has said should be done! For the Jew the logic is 
impeccable; the study of God’s Word is a form of worship or submission to God because in it 
we find God’s will. 
  
In fact the word “worship” in English means “to give worth to, to esteem highly”. So when we 
worship God, whether at a “worship” service in church, or in the prayer closet, or in studying 
the Scriptures, we are “giving worth” to that which we esteem most highly. This is why we 
need to adjust our lives to the Living Word of God, Jesus, as we find truth revealed in the 
written Word about Him. With sincerity of heart, teachability of mind, and devotion of spirit, 
when as disciples we follow Christ, obey what He has said, do what He wants done, we 
ascribe worth to Him as our Master - we esteem Him highly and worship Him! 
  
So we find at the end of all this, that the “highest” and most esteemed letter, the lamed, 
brings us to a realization that it holds a very special place in the Hebrew mind. It is the goad 
of our learning and the staff of our Shepherd that prods us onward and upward to truly 
“know” (Eccles 12:11a). We will find that as wisdom grows, learning continues to ever 
increase, for it was written by a wise man that: 
 
“The wise man will hear and so will increase in learning…” Prov 1:5 
  
Yes, true disciples are talmidim, yielded to that easy lamed with which the Lord Jesus gently 
prods those with whom He is yoked. By a willingness to submit and learn, we experience 
much knowledge, understanding and wisdom. This will bring forth an abundant life within our 
hearts, and the world shall see to Whom we belong and that we are covered with His dust. 
“The words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and they are life.” Jhn 6:63  
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The Harmony of Revelation and Teaching 
  

Revelatory teaching comes in various forms, some of which are depicted metaphorically as 
dew, rain, raindrops and showers. 
  

“ Moses said) My doctrine shall drop as the rain; my speech shall drop down as 
the dew, as the raindrops on the tender plant, and as the showers on the grass.” 
Deut 32:2  

  
There appears to be a sequence here - rain, dew, raindrops, and showers. The difference 
between the types are interesting when considering how revelation interacts with doctrine, or 
teaching. Let’s look at this passage in some depth. 
  

 “My doctrine” (H3948) in Hebrew means to carry away, to attract or gain over the 
heart by eloquence or persuasive speech. The Septuagint (the Greek Old Testament) 
translates the word as apophthegm which means a weighty saying. 
  
Moses is saying he has something of extreme importance to impart to his hearers. He 
desires that his message would gain authority over men’s hearts, attracting them and 
influencing them to produce lasting fruit. The phrase “my doctrine” actually means 
something received and alludes to instruction received by insight (revelation). 
  
“Rain” (H4306) means simply that, rain. Neither a downpour, heavy showers or wild 
weather. Moses declares that his insightful doctrine shall indeed drop as the rain - it 
shall come drop by drop as rain, beginning slowly and distinctly but eventually 
increasing more and more until all is poured down and the whole divine revelation is 
complete. Some say this refers to the coming of the Gospel and its spread across the 
globe. 
  
 “Dew” (H2919) means a covering over vegetation; a night mist. Moses’ speech shall 
descend gently and softly on the ear and the heart of his hearers (and later readers), 
like the dew which moistens and refreshes all that it touches. 
  
 “Raindrops” (H8164) from a word that means a shaggy or rough goat (H8163). What’s 
the connection? Perhaps it refers to the inconsistent falling of rain that is rough in its 
manner. 
  
 “And as the showersA” (H7241) means to multiply, abundance, to increase greatly, 
copious showers, heavy showers, shower after shower, or rather a continual rain whose 
drops are greatly multiplied on the earth beyond human calculation. 

  
Notice that dew, rain, raindrops and showers are those things that connect the heavens and 
the earth. These are fitting metaphors to describe how revelation comes down to us, not at 
man’s bidding but at heaven’s command. We cannot manufacture nor demand any 
revelation; the Lord will send it when He knows the time. 
  
In verse 31 we find Moses calling on heaven and earth to bear witness to what he’s saying. 
This was no ordinary speech or sermon, this was truth being prophesied. Moses was in fact 
bringing an admonition to the people because of their rebellious nature, and what he has to 
say comes directly from heaven as revelation (Deut. 31:19). In fact it’s a song! 
  

“Now then, write this song for you, and teach it to the sons of Israel. Put it in their 
mouths, so that this song shall be for a witness to Me against the sons of Israel.” 
Deut 31:19 (see also verses 21-22 and 30) 
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It’s an interesting insight that revelation can often come as a song, and that typologically 
speaking songs are revelations. Compare the Book of Revelation; there are a two definite 
songs in it (5:9 and 15:3) with the possibility that other sayings (like 11:17f) were in fact 
song-like too. So instead of calling this book the Revelation of Jesus Christ we could call it 
“the Song of Jesus Christ”. 
  
Think then how this relates to the Song of Songs in the Old Testament. Change the 
metaphor for that book and you get the Revelation of Revelations, and what revelations 
there are in that song book! 
  
Back to the rain! In Jewish tradition words of admonition (as in Moses’ speech/song) are 
analogous to rain. When rain falls on trees, plants and crops, growth isn’t noticed 
immediately. It takes time for the rain to have an effect. So too with admonition. It takes time 
for us to listen and respond to an admonition. Generally we react against being told off, but 
God calls us to listen, really listen to His song and to respond accordingly. 
  
This song then is an admonition to Israel of which heaven and earth are called to bear 
witness (two for witness). In fact that same song will be sung again at the end of the age 
when it becomes the Song of the Lamb (Rev 15:3-4). So in all of Scripture this song will be 
sung twice, as a witness and as a completed prophecy. Let’s pursuer the imagery of dew, 
rain and showers just a little further. 
  
Dew and rain never form together, and note that dew doesn’t have the life-sustaining power 
that rain has. Dew is usually perennial, unlike rain which comes and goes according to 
seasons. “Rain” comes down from above, in the atmosphere. “Dew” can come from either 
the humid atmosphere or the humidity held within the soil. So in the case of “dew” the water 
can be formed by a coming down and a going up. This is a wonderful metaphor for how truth 
both comes down to us from the Lord, and comes up from us after it’s done its covering 
work. 
  
“Dew” in the natural is often referred to as a covering, and in fact only covers those things 
that are somewhat out of direct contact with the ground (earth). Dew forms when radiant 
heat from an object drops low enough to draw vapour from the surrounding atmosphere or 
the soil. In many cultures “dew” stands for purity and freshness, so how fitting that Moses 
should sing a song with such wonderful freshness about it. 
  
Revelation is that which comes down to us at times chosen solely by the Lord. Insight that 
comes out of such revelation is often presented by the prophets, and sometimes apostles. 
This would seem natural as the Word declares that the church is built upon the foundation of 
these two ministries (Eph 2:20). But I sincerely believe that a generation of revelatory 
teachers is coming forth who will give fresh understanding to such revelations, and anchor 
them firmly to Scripture. 
  
Sometimes there exists a conflict between the joint apostolic/prophetic ministries and the 
teaching ministries because of how the two groups tend to function. Apostles and prophets 
are the foundation-layers and often move in wider revelation than teachers of the Word, who 
primarily feed the Body. But as mentioned at the beginning of this booklet, I believe that the 
time is fast approaching when teachers shall begin to receive great revelation that may well 
astound even the prophets. 
  
All Ascension gift ministries are necessary and are to work together (some scholars hold it to 
be a Four-Fold calling, not five). Each comes from a different aspect, but none is better than 
the other. Rather than competing, each is to work to build as God has anointed him or her. 
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“It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for 
works of service, so that the Body of Christ may be built up.” Eph 4:11-12 

  
We are to appreciate and draw from each anointing, while not entering into idolatry by 
exalting one over another. Clearly apostles are only servants sent by the Lord to equip us. 
The resulting fruit in our lives is a result of God’s grace. 
  

"For when one says, "I follow Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not 
mere men? What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through 
whom you came to believe, as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted 
the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor 
he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.” 1 Cor 3:4-7  

  
As a demonstration of His grace, God chooses whom He will. It is God’s choice who will 
serve as an apostle or pastor, etc. God has both learned and unlearned apostles; for 
example Paul the pharisee and Peter the fisherman. A brief look at this diversity is helpful to 
avoid exalting one over the other. 
  
Paul was a theologian, the highest educated of all the apostles of his day. His theological 
training helped him convince others of the soundness of the doctrine of Jesus Christ, as well 
as to combat erroneous doctrine. He had received powerful supernatural revelations, and 
not only was his conversion a supernatural encounter but this theologian was caught up into 
the third heaven. The natural tendency of most of us would be to be conceited. 
  
Yet after receiving such revelation Paul studied them solely in the light of Scripture (the OT) 
for years. Then, in humility, he submitted his revelation to those who were apostles before 
him, regardless of his intense theological training. He respected the insight and 
understanding of those who were older than he in the Lord, even if they were less educated 
than he in theology. Paul was the highest educated of all the New Testament apostles and 
probably had the deepest revelation – a contradiction by today’s standards. 
  

“Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took 
Titus along also. I went in response to a revelation and set before them the 
gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. But I did this privately to those who 
seemed to be leaders, for fear that I was running or had run my race in vain.” Gal 
2:1-2 

  
Peter, one of these “leaders” who could’ve asserted his authority in pride as being the 
premiere apostle, actually affirmed Paul’s revelation. Peter was willing to submit to the 
revelation of another brother. Yes, and even learned men such as Paul, need to be 
teachable. They can learn from the unlearned, like Peter. The reverse is also true. All need 
to be teachable. Please note that being teachable doesn’t mean you’re gullible! 
  

“Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He 
was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. He had been 
instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervour and taught 
about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to 
speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited 
him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.” Acts 
18:24-26 

  
Paul taught that there is no conflict between true prophetic revelation and good Scriptural 
doctrine. We would do well to remember that the Bible was an experience before it was 
written down! Sometimes the understanding of Scripture follows a supernatural experience. 
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For example, following the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost, Peter explained that only in 
the light of that supernatural experience did Scripture become clear to them: “This is that…” 
(Acts 2:16). 
  
We find in the Bible that the apostles’ doctrine was a uniform body of teaching; a consensus 
of both the prophetic ones and the teaching ones. They recognized the need for one 
another. The apostles’ doctrine was in harmony with one another and was clearly 
communicated to the brethren. The highest-educated ministers of today still need to speak in 
a way that the common person can understand. 
  
The gospel is actually quite simple and straightforward; this doesn’t of course mean it’s 
“simplistic.” Even so-called “deep teaching” can be understood when communicated in a 
simple and clear manner. True apostles are concerned for the building up of the Body of 
Christ, not for their scholarly kudos or approval. 
  
Having self-sacrificial love is more important than revelation or miracles or a formal 
education. Character is more important than gifting. Maturity is more important than 
anointing. Christian maturity is being like Jesus in character - that is, the Word becoming 
fleshed out in our individual lives (see 1 Cor. 13:2). 
  
So we find that apostles are to proclaim the mystery of Christ which has already been 
revealed, beginning as far back as Genesis 3:15. Therefore all subsequent apostolic-
prophetic revelation is to retain Scripture as its one foundation and plumb line of truth, with 
Christ as the Head of the Body. There is to be no deviation in this. Christ must remain pre-
eminent (Col. 1:18) and the Word must remain our standard of truth (1 Thess 2:13 / 2 Tim 
2:15). 
  
Good students will receive all God has to say, whether it be through teaching or revelation, 
rightly discerning and judging the content of the message. None of us individually knows it 
all, or has perfect understanding, no matter how many diplomas we have or how many trips 
to heaven we’ve had. We need each other. Apostles need pastors, and teachers need 
prophets. Together we are to grow up into Christ. 
 

  “...in whom all the building being fitted together grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in 
the Spirit.” Eph 2:21-22 

  

The Four Levels of Biblical Understanding  
  
Obviously there are many ways we learn truth from Scripture, however most of the ones 
we’re used to are “western” methods based on Greek educational concepts. There is though 
an interesting Hebraic way of understanding, known as pardes. 
  
While not all scholars believe the whole four aspects of it are valid, certainly the first three 
are generally agreed upon. In some quarters the fourth view (sod) has less support as a 
valid interpretation of Scripture, but nevertheless should be considered - especially since 
we're looking at the role of ‘revelation.’ Discernment is always a factor here. 
  
Pardes (Strongs H6508) is a Hebrew word used in Scripture that means “a forest, orchard or 
park” and is generally referred to as Paradise. It corresponds with the Greek paradeisos 
(G3857) which also means “a park or paradise” (Eden). 
  
The English transliteration of the Hebrew word pardes is spelled as PRDS - which is also an 
acronym for the Hebrew words Pshat, Remez, Derasha, Sod. Each of these four words 
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represents one of the four different levels of understanding the Scriptures. Each level of 
understanding becomes deeper as we press in, starting with pshat and moving right through 
to sod. 
  
The journey into pardes also represents our journey into deeper levels of intimacy with our 
Father, based on the example of Adam and Eve walking in paradise (pardes) with God (Gen 
3:8). It represents our journey into the relationship we once had in the Garden of Eden, 
hence the word pardes = Paradise. Based on this concept of PRDS the four levels of Biblical 
understanding are: 
 

 

 

Some Jewish thought teaches that these four levels are actually four dimensions of 
meaning, or interpretation. These dimensions are the measurements of Breadth, Length, 
Depth, and Height as revealed in the following New Testament text. 
  

“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passes 
knowledge, that you might be filled with all the fullness of God.” Eph 3:18  

  
The word “comprehend” (Strongs G2638 / G2596 / G2983) means to “find, obtain, or 
perceive down in opposition, position or intensity.” It means to seek, search out, look at, and 
obtain what is beneath the surface of the Scriptures. 
  
Could it be that Paul was encouraging us to come to truly know by seeking the breadth, 
length, depth, and height of truth? Was he encouraging us to take a journey into pardes 
(paradise) taking a path from pshat to sod? Perhaps, but please use Holy Spirit discernment. 
  
Interestingly enough we see these four dimensions being used by the Lord Jesus. Note that 
He rarely used the pshat (literal) level to teach the masses of the people. He usually 
expressed the literal interpretation of the Scriptures only when He addressed the Pharisees. 
But when He did address the masses He tended to use the remez (parable) level. 
  

And notice that when Jesus chose the Twelve apostles from among the masses, He used 
the derasha (seek, search) level to reveal to them the deeper understanding of those 
parables. In the sod (inner) level He chose three from among the twelve apostles, and on the 
Mount of Transfiguration the Father revealed something special to them about Jesus. 
  

So we find that the use of these different levels or styles can be used at different times 
appropriate to different seasons, and even for different individuals. This gives us a clue to 
how we perhaps can use the different styles in our own ministries. There are certain styles 
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that are called for in certain circumstances. May we learn from this how to listen to the 
Father for His direction, just as the Lord Jesus did.  
  
Paul the apostle had to learn, or re-learn, how knowledge at one level could interact with 
knowledge at another level. Despite his intense religious education and knowledge of the 
Torah, he needed a spiritual encounter. His conversion experience on the Damascus road 
followed by some time in Arabia and then Damascus (Gal 1:17-18), would’ve been a 
tremendous realignment to truth. Interestingly enough, this was similar to Moses’ forty years 
in the desert, with the spiritual encounter for him coming at the end of it rather than at the 
beginning, like Paul. 
  

Both of these great men were trained by the Spirit “on the job” which is still the best way to 
truly learn something. However even on-the-job training can still lack spiritual input and leave 
a person relatively untouched by eternal things. 
  
So what’s desperately needed is learning that’s firmly founded on what Scripture has already 
revealed, plus that revelatory knowledge that comes to enhance what the Word discloses. 
Exactly what this “enhancing” is can be difficult to put into words, but it does rely on what 
seems to be a direct, spontaneous insight that has an immediate effect on the mind, and 
which causes an inward readjustment. Let me try to explain if I can. 
  
An example of this kind of dynamic happened when I first realised that Biblically speaking (in 
context) the New Covenant only involved the houses of Judah and Israel without any 
participation of the gentiles (Heb 8:8 and compare Jer 31:31). I had read the relevant verses 
often during the past 30 years, but one particular day as I was “just reading the Bible” I 
abruptly stopped. My mind raced; my posture changed as I sat up; my eyes actually opened 
wider; and I “saw” a truth!  
  
No, I didn’t let out a yell of exclamation or shout “eureka.” I simply sat looking at something 
that intensely grabbed my attention. Outwardly I was stilled, but inwardly everything was 
racing around in my mind. Yet strangely one part of my mind was perfectly at peace, resting 
in what I had just perceived, and strangely content with it. At the same time I was struck by 
the consequences of it all. In a matter of a split second my doctrine and theological 
education began to move aside, and I “saw” something I had never “seen” before. This 
wasn’t something I was searching for, nor had I been challenged by someone to consider 
the idea; I was simply reading a portion of Scripture as part of my daily devotions. 
  
But strangely it didn’t threaten me, nor did it drive me to make a rash decision like to 
immediately confront others with it. I didn't rush out and preach it - in fact I didn't decide to do 
anything about it! I just sat there looking at the text and let it sink in, very deeply. I felt as 
though I had been exposed to something lost but now found, and I wanted to revel in the 
enjoyment of the moment. 
  
But I knew that I would “awaken” from the revelation of it and have to test it against the rest 
of Scripture, work it through, and reason it out from the Word of God. This proved to be more 
tedious than I expected, as I re-read Scripture, re-thought doctrine, and re-worked my 
theological position. At times when doing this I wondered if what I had perceived (or strictly 
speaking “received”) was valid, because my logic and reasoning kept trying to “block” it out 
of my mind. On many occasions I wished I could just go back and enjoy the moment of the 
revelation, rather than ponderously work it through theologically. 
  
But somehow I “knew” I’d been given a revelation. Now all this sounds very subjective and I 
fully realise that many believers, particularly Bible scholars, would say I’ve allowed my 
subjectivity to override the objectivity of Scripture. I’ve been around long enough to be aware 
of how that works, and how certain groups and cults use the very same excuse to formulate 
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their new teachings. Take Joseph Smith of the Mormons or any cult for that matter; they all 
say they’ve had a personal revelation of new truth. 
  
Please be assured that I’m not attempting to change your views about the New Covenant. 
Nor am I trying to being forth some new truth. I’m simply trying to show how revelatory 
insight operates as a dynamic. All I’m saying is that I read the Word and found it said 
something quite plain actually; it said that the New Covenant was to be made with the 
Houses of Israel and Judah. Fact. 
  
Where you take it from there, or where I go with it from there isn’t the point. The point is that 
we can read the Bible for years and years before suddenly having some insight that trips us 
up and we “see” a new revelation. It doesn't destroy Scripture; it doesn't take away any of 
the truth, beauty or uniqueness of it, but it does cause us to re-think what we think we know. 
That’s all. 
  
Revelatory insight enhances what is already True; it doesn't change truth, and it doesn’t 
introduce anything new in the sense that it didn't exist before. Revelatory truth does 
introduce fresh ideas in the sense that what has been popularly believed was probably stale 
and had wandered away from truth, usually by the doctrines of men (and sometimes by the 
doctrine of demons). 
  
Revelatory teaching comes in many forms not commonly associated with what we call 
teaching. Take for example some of the ways the Lord communicated truth in Scripture: 
  

·    He spoke thunderous words from heaven 
·    He sent supernatural beings with messages 
·    He gave dreams, visions and trances 
·    His finger wrote on tablets of stone and on palace walls 
·    He even made animals talk 
·    He personally confronted people without their permission 
·    He opened spiritual eyes to see what the natural eyes  ould ’t see 
·    He became flesh 
·    He altered the laws of nature 
·    He gave insight into the future 
·    etc. 

  
All of these are valid methods of imparting truth, but they are far from what we today refer to 
as “teaching.” Here the supernatural or spiritual component far outweighs the normal mode 
of education. Many of us would even say that the greatest moments of our own spiritual 
growth have come via such encounters rather than through learning in the formal sense. 
  
Of course it’s true that some subjective spiritual experiences may not be as valid as we 
think. Yet it’s strange that while we might readily accept such experiences because they’re in 
the Bible, we’re pessimistic about them when someone says they’ve had such an experience 
today! What’s the criterion for that? 
  
Clearly revelatory insight isn’t something we conjure up; it’s given by the Lord. This means 
He knows when and who is predisposed to such revelation, and even how to deliver it. To 
one He gives a dream, to another He sends an angel, and to another He does whatever He 
knows is best! 
  
It’s an old adage that “pupils only learn what they set out to learn.” Yet we can take great 
assurance that the Lord of heaven and earth knows the heart of each man and so knows 
precisely what our mental and spiritual makeup requires. We might be going about our daily 
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business totally unaware that heaven is about to confront us; but in God’s good and perfect 
economy He intervenes and shows us truth. 
  
Truth is seasonal, and we can only bear so much of it at a time (Jhn 16:12). Too little and 
there’s no impact, leaving us floundering; too much and it simply overwhelms us and brings 
confusion. How wonderful it is then that He knows just how to meet us, when and with what! 
  
That’s fine for He who is the greatest of all teachers, but what about us as we teach and 
disciple others? We need to know the ability of each disciple, taking into consideration their 
emotional state, their educative ability, their age, spiritual development so far, etc. We 
should not throw everything we can at the disciple or student. Often it’s assumed by us in the 
west that we can simply teach “truth” and think that they disciple is going to apply it to life. 
Ask any preacher worth their salt and they’ll tell you that having preached the truth of the 
Word they know that most of their hearers will not apply it to themselves. Sad, but true. 
  
Time must be given allowing the disciple or student to assimilate it into their own life. The 
danger I see in rushing truth too fast is that people just get confused. And even if the teacher 
should methodically and patiently impart truth it still doesn't mean it’s going to “take”. 
Something else is needed, and that something is prayer, very specific prayer. 
  
When Paul instructed the believers in Ephesians and Colossians he spent the first three 
chapters outlining doctrinal truth, and then three chapters showing how to apply it to life. But 
doing what he did is no different from what thousands of preachers do today. What made 
Paul different was that he “bridged” the doctrinal section to the practical section with prayer - 
specific prayer that asked God to make it “take” in the lives of the believers. 
  

“For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom 
every family in Heaven and on earth is named, that He may give you, according to 
the riches of His glory, by His power to become mighty in the inward man 
through His Spirit, that through faith Christ may dwell in your hearts, having been 
rooted and founded in love, that you may be given strength to grasp, with all the 
saints, what is the breadth and length and depth and height, and to know the 
surpassing knowledge and love of Christ, that you may be filled to all the fullness 
of God.” Eph 3: 14-19 

  
It doesn't take too much to see how specific Paul’s prayer was. This made all the difference. 
He taught the doctrine, he exhorted them to live it, and most importantly he prayed for them 
that they would get it. This is a fine model for any teacher or preacher of the Word. 
  

I would think this is precisely what the Lord Jesus did when He had taught, either directly or 
by parable. After He would go aside to some secluded place and pray about what He had 
taught and for those whom He had taught. Any so-called “successful” ministry will probably 
tell you that this is their secret. Prayer, specific prayer, fervent prayer, continuous prayer, 
asking that the truth would find receptive hearts in which to dwell. 
  
While some of us do this some of the time, most of us need to do it most of the time. Our 
failure to establish mature disciples is proof of this. May the day of maturity soon rise upon 
us, singularly and corporately! 
  
Peter McArthur 
The Issachar Ministry 
  
Images of the Hebrew alphabet on pages 18 and 19 are from http://www.ancient-hebrew.org 

 



 

64 
 

Being a True Disciple 

 
By Peter McArthur 

 
A lot has been taught on modern discipleship, written about, preached on and even “insisted 
on” in some quarters – so I don’t wish to add to the already burgeoning publications about 
this subject. In this teaching I am simply attempting to address one very important 
fundamental point and that is the broader picture of how a believer can become a mature 
disciple. It may or may not help, but at least I hope it might make each one of us reconsider 
our walk as we follow Jesus. 
  
  
1. BELIEVERS OR DISCIPLES? 
  
There is a distinct Biblical difference between a person who is a "Believer" and one who is a 
"Disciple". This could be phrased, there is a difference between being a "Child of God" 
(Greek teknon G5043) and a "Son of God" (Greek huios G5207). Immature Believers are 
like Children of God while mature Disciples are like Sons of God. 
  

A child of biological parents bears the nature of those parents. When that child grows 
to adulthood hopefully that child has grown up to bear the character of the parents. 
  
So spiritually speaking, a child is one born of God, a son is one taught of God. Or to put 
it this way, a child has God’s nature; a son has this, PLUS God’s character. 

  
2. THE TWO CALLS OF REPENTANCE AND DISCIPLESHIP 
  
There seems to be two calls in the ministry of Jesus. The people of Galilee were told to 
"repent and believe in the gospel," (Mark 1: 15), but the fishermen were called to do this 
and to follow and be trained to "fish for men" (Mark 1: 16-17). Seemingly two different 
groups, two messages, two different expectations. 
  

Jesus called the 12 disciples in particular (mathetes, meaning "pupil, disciple")  to 
follow Him as a means of training and equipping them. 
  
"Believing" and "Salvation" are of course closely linked. However when we over-
emphasis the benefits of salvation and "conversion" above teaching believers "to obey", 
we ignore the command of the Great Commission to "make disciples". 
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The result of this is that relatively few believers ever come to spiritual maturity. 
So based on the Biblical evidence, we have reason to say that there's a lot of difference 
between a Believer and a Disciple, as well as understanding the call to be a True 
Follower. 
  

The purpose of "making disciples" is to teach believers to have exclusive loyalty to Jesus 
Christ, and to be personally accountable for reflecting His character. 
  
"Accountability" (personal) has a far stronger meaning than mere "responsibility" (official). 
For this to happen one must begin by learning who Jesus is, according to His own teachings. 
So, only the teachings of Jesus Christ must be imparted to believers and not that of any 
group, denomination, or even the pet subject of the one doing the teaching. 
  
  
3. THE MAIN OBJECTIVE OF A DISCIPLE 
  
The Lord Jesus taught His disciples to make the Kingdom of God the first objective of their 
search in life (Matthew 6: 31-33). This should take priority above all else even though it 
might cause great difficulty (Luke 12: 51-53 ). 
  

The criterion for God's Kingdom revolves around doing what He wants done. If we want 
to function in His Kingdom as a True Disciple, we'll give up our own self-willed ways. 

  
The standard of determination for God’s Kingdom is straight forward: we are to do His 
will (Matthew 7: 21). 

  
Jesus called men to fellowship with Him for the express purpose of preparing them to 
carry out His mission of reaching the world with the Gospel. 

  
Those who are "baptised" should then be taught "to obey"; this is when we can say a person 
has been truly "discipled". Baptising and teaching to obey are given as the main aspects in 
"discipling" and this even applies to the discipling of nations (see Matthew 28: 19-20). 
  
  
4. KNOWING AND IMPARTING A PERSON NOT A BELIEF 
  
We cannot ask anyone to truly "follow" before they "know". The purpose in this is not merely 
to teach a belief or doctrine, but to impart a way of life from the master to the disciple. The 
goal being that the disciple becomes like his master (Matthew 10: 25). 
  
The goal of the true disciple is to be conformed to the image of Christ (Romans 8: 29). Jesus 
said if we hold to His teaching, then we are really His disciples (John 8: 31). 
  

On the plus side, the disciples mentioned in Acts are "disciples of the Lord" (Acts 9:1). 
On the minus side, Paul warned the Ephesian elders about those who would draw 
disciples after themselves (Acts 20: 30), this being the spirit of Absalom (2 Samuel 15: 
6).  

  
The life of a true disciple is one of submission to Christ. Jesus said that we cannot be 
His disciples unless we give up our lives and follow Him (Luke 14: 27). 
  
We'll know a person is a disciple by the ongoing transformation, personal holiness, 
compassionate service, servanthood, and fruit of the Spirit in their lives (Galatians 5: 
22-23). 
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It's clear in Scripture that the purpose of discipleship is to produce "Sons" (both genders 
are meant here), those who are mature in both spirit and soul. True disciples are those 
who are undergoing the process of transformation into Sons, those who are prepared to 
inherit the Kingdom. 

  
The concept of discipleship is directly linked to Sonship. Discipleship has as its 
intended goal, the reproducing of Sons who in turn properly reflect the Father. 

  
On the highest level, God’s Sons are to be "conformed to the image of His Son" (Romans 
8: 29), who is the perfect reflection of His Heavenly Father (John. 14: 9). On the earthly 
level, we find spiritual fathers discipling spiritual sons, who carry on the heart of their spiritual 
father (Philippians 2: 19). 
  
We find that the task of teaching, training and imparting oneself to faithful men and women, 
who in turn will do the same (2 Timothy 2: 2), is absolutely central to the message of 
the Kingdom. It could even be said that where an assembly of the saints fails to consistently 
and diligently do this, it is not truly "the Church". 
  

True Biblical discipleship is a process, the purpose of which is to bring the believer to 
spiritual maturity (Sonship) through being taught to obey Christ's commands. This takes 
place within accountable relationships. 

  
For true Biblical discipleship to function there must be accountability. Discipleship not 
only involves an individual relationship to Christ, but also a corporate relationship to His 
Body, and hence accountability to the delegated authority, local Elders or the Five/ Four 
Fold ministry. 

  
Note that spiritual maturity is not an end in itself. God’s purpose for bringing us into 
maturity is in order that we might ultimately reign with Him throughout eternity (Romans 
8: 17 / 2 Timothy 2: 12  / Revelation 5: 10). 

  
True Biblical discipleship is the moulding and shaping of a life until it resembles that of 
the Master. When we fail to do this we have failed to make disciples in the New 
Testament understanding. 

  
A disciple is a learner-follower. In fact we can say that the essence of the Gospel 
is summed up in the two words spoken by the Lord Jesus: "Follow me." 

  
Altogether there seems to be four main aspects to true Biblical discipleship: being 
a Servant, a Son, a Steward, and a Witness. True discipleship is when all four are in 
harmony within us and functions for the overall benefit of the brethren. 
  
  

SOME TEXTS TO REFLECT ON  
  
Matthew 4: 19     5: 11-12     8: 22     10: 7-8     16: 25-26 
Mark 3: 35     8: 34-35     9: 35     10: 28-31     16: 15-16     
Luke 14: 33       John 6: 27     8: 31-32     12: 26 

  
  
Peter McArthur 
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The End is Arriving 
 

 

 

By Peter McArthur 

Recently I was standing at a suburban railway station in our city waiting for the train. Along 
came quite a lengthy modern sleek electric train. As it snaked its way toward me I “saw” a 
mini object lesson in my spirit. 
  
There was the train, long and approaching quite slowly but very methodically. The front of 
the train moved by and edged its way toward the end of the long platform. Carriage after 
carriage passed me by as the train began to slow down for its stop. As I was standing in the 
middle of the long platform I gazed at each passing carriage to see which one would stop 
nearest for me to get on. The train quietly and slowly came to a stop and I could see the 
length of the platform stretching out with the front of the train quite a long way off by now. 
  
As the train made its approach it looked like it was in slow motion, and then I saw the 
“parable”. The End of Days was coming to us all, slowly and methodically, planned and 
definite. Yet it wasn’t coming as a rush, but bit by bit. The actual finishing point of “The End” 
wasn’t here yet, but it was approaching. Just like the train came slowly toward the platform, 
the front of the train was a kind of symbol that The End is Arriving. Not yet here, but 
certainly on its way – it is arriving at its purposed and planned destination. 
  
Now I am not saying The End of All Things is quite here yet, but we can see all around us 
the signs of the approaching storm. So while the Big Event may yet be some time off, there 
are strong indications of what happens when any “end time” situation arises on the face of 
the earth. As each era begins to fade and another rises to take its place, when old and 
trusted morals start to be ignored and displace by whatever is fashionable, and when any 
kind of spirituality (except Biblical belief) is welcome and approved of – then we can see that 
God starts a special work on His children to suit the peculiar conditions of that time. 
  
With every change of era there begins a new and distinctive period of upheaval and conflict, 
at all levels. Biblically speaking it’s like the very universe itself starts to groan as conflicting 
forces, both natural and spiritual, grate together bringing intense and even terrible 
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consequences. The things and truths of God Himself, along with all who align with His 
purpose find themselves under attack. 
  
Have you noticed for example when you see ungodly news reports about same-sex 
marriage, or the blatant political lies relating to the Israeli-Palestinian issue, or the increasing 
mocking of all that is righteous – have you felt that rising within you that’s a kind of indignant 
frustration because people are just not seeing the Truth of the matter (whatever it might be)? 
Untruths, lies and deliberate misrepresentation are abroad these days on the face of the 
earth, and increasingly in the minds of many people. And the internet and social media 
doesn’t help! 
  
As disciple of Jesus Christ this inner frustration can so easily intensify and even prevail in 
our thoughts. It seems as if everything good and honourable and holy is under attack; the 
issue gains momentum and becomes very serious – and some believers begin to question 
“Where is God in all this, why doesn’t He justify  imself?” That of course is just how Satan 
would have it for us, to make us question and lose faith – and for some, even to abandon 
faith altogether. 
  
Brethren, we need to take stock and understand that when a divinely appointed time comes 
to its purposed conclusion there’s going to be much disturbance and questioning. It has 
always been this way, and it will continue to be like that until Christ returns and puts all 
things under His glorious feet. That is the way of Scripture, that is the way it’s been purposed 
by the Father, and that of course is just the way He intended it. When these things become 
increasingly more obvious to us as Sons of God we can get a glimpse of how it will all 
unfold, but even more so, we can see what is possible in Him! 
  
If indeed, as we believe, that the End is Arriving, approaching its zenith and complete 
culmination, then as believers we will begin to see two opposites gain ground. For those 
people who align with this Age and all it represents, centre stage will be more and more 
taken by all things Self. However for those who identify with the Father’s Purpose, centre 
stage will increasingly be taken by the spiritual values found only in Christ. 
  
While the former will gather momentum towards one end of the scale, the latter will have 
their eyes fixed firmly on the opposite end of the grand scale – Christ Himself! If you have 
eyes to see you’ll notice how this is already working out in some measure. Amazingly (or 
perhaps not so!) there are churches that openly applaud same-sex marriage, who allow 
readings of the Quran in their services, who advocate for the inclusiveness of all religions as 
pathways to God, etc. The Great Falling Away is happening with increasing speed, but at the 
same time there are the beginnings of a Great Re-Aligning with the Father’s Purposes. While 
the former may be of greater numbers, the latter will substantially be made up of a Remnant 
(at least to start with). 
  
We’ll see more and more believers fall aside as the pressure increases, but there’ll also be 
more believers who will see how desperate the times are and know just what to do. They will 
find shelter under the everlasting wings and re-position themselves back to Truth. A refining 
will take place among the Remnant who will centre themselves completely and only in 
Christ. When you see this starting to take place you will know that indeed the End is 
Arriving. 
  
Mind you, this kind of re-aligning will not be publicized and well known, simply because it will 
initially be a hidden thing, away from the prying eyes of the unrighteous, away from the 
inquisitiveness of the worldly media, and even away from the knowledge of half-hearted 
believers. So you’ll probably only know it by discernment, by prayer, and by remaining 
humble and dependant on the Father. We will pass from being concerned with things 
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ABOUT Christ to being concerned WITH Christ Himself. That is the notable difference 
between things about Him and he Himself. 
  
God is stripping away all the foundation and framework of anything earthly, and particularly 
within the church itself. A very serious divine work is underway, and perhaps we should start 
getting very serious ourselves! This work is well underway, both in the natural and the 
spiritual. But of course just because it is so, we’ll soon find an increase in things that will 
bring us to a greater time of testing, challenge and re-adjustment. Things are being 
transferred from one basis to another as it were. The earthly realm is going to be shaken 
(hard!) so that only the heavenly unshakable will remain firm. 
  
Where are we in all this? Be absolutely assured that this will happen – perhaps you already 
sense it in your spirit? It’s almost as if the true spiritual thing cannot come to its own until the 
false things of this world first intensify and surface. Only then when the shaking and loosing, 
the pressure and difficulties, the evil and the darkness, have run their course will the Father 
be able to fully bring forth His spiritual men and women who will testify that having the Lord 
Himself is all that really matters in the End. 
  
It is this that we really must value, even more so than family, more so than comfort, more 
than security (except of course in Christ), and more so than life itself. All through the New 
Testament we find an over arching principle, that God only blesses that which He has 
initiated Himself and for His eternal Purpose. What He is doing and will do in and through 
His people, is forever. It is lasting. It cannot be shaken, made insipid, brought to weakness 
nor abolished. His intention is that as the End gets closer and closer He will enact a work in 
us that will never pass away or die. So please don’t think that this is some great spiritual 
cause that will benefit us and our fleeting time on earth. No, it is not for us but for His 
Purpose – and in His great and loving way He purposes us to be part of it all. His law is that 
whatever He does is always necessary, always right, always under His providence, and 
always forever! 
  
Peter McArthur 
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