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The life of Muhammad 
  

Muhammad was born in the year 570 AD at Mecca, in what is now known as Saudi Arabia. 
His father Abdallah died shortly before his birth, and his grandfather, Abdul Mutalib, sent him 
to a foster-mother, Halima, who nurtured him in his infant years. 
  
When Muhammad was six years old his natural mother Amina, died, and about two years 
later this was followed by his grandfather’s death. From then on it was Muhammad’s 
paternal uncle, Abu Talib, who cared for the young boy. Abu Talib was a relatively poor 
merchant and couldn’t afford to educate the young boy, so Muhammad grew up in Mecca 
not being able to read or write. 
  
At the time of Muhammad’s boyhood the desert city of Mecca was governed by ten powerful 
chiefs, all with their own tribes to please. The most powerful and influential of these tribal 
groups was the Quraysh, the tribe of Muhammad.  
  
 Mecca was known for the Ka’aba, a house dedicated to the “one true God” and according to 
Muslim belief, built under divine inspiration by Abraham. However despite the presence of 
the Ka’aba most of the citizens of Mecca generally worshipped idols and believed in many 
different gods.  
  
Their “religion” at the time was a loose collection of beliefs with little developed theology, 
although they did have an view of life called muruwah, which in most respects took the place 
of any formalized religion. It was generally a communal way of living that helped the once 
desert dwellers live together in some sense of security and purpose now that they lived in 
cities. 
  
 Mecca was also a well known commercial centre often frequented by foreign traders. So it 
was that Muhammad himself became a trader and accompanied his uncle on many trips to 
Syria.  
  
At the age of twenty five he went into the service of a widowed merchant woman, Khadijah. 
Muhammad’s courtesy to those around him and devotion to his work earned him the 
admiration of the widow. So impressed was the forty year old woman with the young 
Muhammad that she proposed marriage to him, and he accepted. 
  
In the year 611 at the age of forty Muhammad states that he was in the cave of Hira just 
outside of Mecca, when he had a most startling revelation and spiritual experience. 
Muhammad relates that while in the cave he heard a forceful voice give him a command: 
Recite!  
  
He replied that he couldn’t since he had never learnt to read so couldn’t recite anything.  A 
second time the voice commanded him to recite, and then a third. Each command was 
accompanied by his body being squeezed of breath and he being totally enveloped by some 
overpowering presence. After the third command Muhammad opened his mouth and poured 
forth “the word of God” in new scriptures! This new scripture came for the first time in Arabic 
and would later be called the qur’an (Qur’an) meaning “the Recitation”. 
  
It’s interesting to note that upon having this experience Muhammad believed he was 
possessed by a spirit, the jinni, who lead people into strange utterances and finally into 
spiritual error. Such people possessed by the jinni were called kahin. The thought that he 
might have been possessed was too much for Muhammad and he fled from the cave intent 
of throwing himself off a cliff.  
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At this moment, he said, the angel Gabriel appeared to him in a vision comforting him. In 
Islam the role of Gabriel is regarded as being similar to that of the Holy Spirit, that is, a divine 
communicator. 
  
The new Messenger of God immediately returned to his wife Khadijah, in some fear of these 
experiences. She however brought peace to his troubled soul, and gradually Muhammad 
began to share his new revelations, the Recitations. Much of this was done secretly to begin 
with, but later, as his followers increased in number, he preached openly. Soon the people of 
Mecca rose up against Muhammad and his fledging band of followers, torturing some of 
them until many fled into Abyssinia. 
  
For the next thirteen years Muhammad was persecuted in his own city and by the members 
of his own tribe. This constant attack wore him down in many ways, and brought about the 
death of his wife and his uncle, Abu Talib. Yet he kept on declaring through his recitations 
that he was a “Warner” sent by the One True God, Al-Lah, to warn his people of their 
situation and peril. 
  
He was eventually invited to live amongst the people of the nearby city of Medina. He 
accepted the invitation and after some battles with the people of Mecca established a 
reformed social structure based on submission to God based at Medina: Islam means 
“submission”. This is regarded as so important that the Muslim era dates from his flight to 
Medina. The Hijra or migration is reckoned as the start of the Muslim calendar and also the 
beginning of the implementation of Al-Lah’s plan to make Islam a political reality in the world. 
  
Muhammad died at the age of 63 after an illness. He never learnt to read or write and in his 
heyday had 45 scribes who wrote down his sayings and life in the work called the Sira. 
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 Titles of the chapters of the Qur’an 
  
The Qur'an is only ever recited in Arabic. No translation of it, English or otherwise, is 
regarded as pure, complete or full. It is divided into 30 parts consisting of 114 Suras (or 
Chapters), a total of 558 sections or 6666 verses. 
  

Those marked with◄ are referred to in this publication. 
  

 Sura 1. THE OPENING 
 Sura 2. THE HEIFER OR COW◄ 
 Sura 3. THE FAMILY OF IMRAN 
 Sura 4. THE WOMEN◄ 
 Sura 5. THE TABLE OR THE SPREAD TABLE◄ 
 Sura 6. THE CATTLE 
 Sura 7. THE AL AARAF OR THE HEIGHTS 
 Sura 8. THE SPOILS OF WAR◄ 
 Sura 9. THE REPENTANCE OR IMMUNITY◄ 
 Sura 10. JONAH (PEACE BE ON HIM!)◄ 
 Sura 11. HUD 
 Sura 12. JOSEPH (PEACE BE ON HIM!) 
 Sura 13. THE THUNDER 
 Sura 14. ABRAHAM (PEACE BE ON HIM!) 
 Sura 15. EL 'HAGR OR THE ROCKY TRACT 
 Sura 16. THE BEE 
 Sura 17. THE NIGHT JOURNEY OR THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 
 Sura 18. THE CAVE◄ 
 Sura 19. MARY◄ 
 Sura 20. TA HA 
 Sura 21. THE PROPHETS 
 Sura 22. THE PILGRIMAGE◄ 
 Sura 23. THE BELIEVERS◄ 
 Sura 24. THE LIGHT 
 Sura 25. DISCRIMINATION BETWEEN RIGHT AND WRONG◄ 
 Sura 26. THE POETS 
 Sura 27. THE ANT 
 Sura 28. THE STORY 
 Sura 29. THE SPIDER 

Sura 30. THE GREEKS OR ROMANS 
 Sura 31. LOQMAN 
 Sura 32. ADORATION OR PROSTRATION 
 Sura 33. THE CONFEDERATES OR CLANS 
 Sura 34. SEBA 
 Sura 35. THE ANGELS OR THE CREATOR 
 Sura 36. YA SIN 
 Sura 37. THE 'RANGED' OR THOSE WHO SET RANKS 
 Sura 38. SAD 
 Sura 39. THE TROOPS◄ 
 Sura 40. THE BELIEVER 
 Sura 41. THE 'DETAILED' OR BOWING DOWN 
 Sura 42. THE COUNSEL 
 Sura 43. THE GILDING OR ORNAMENTS OF GOLD 
 Sura 44. THE SMOKE 
 Sura 45. THE KNEELING OR CROUCHING 
 Sura 46. EL A'HQAF OR THE SANDHILLS 
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 Sura 47. MUHAMMAD◄ 
 Sura 48. THE VICTORY◄ 
 Sura 49. THE INNER CHAMBERS◄ 
 Sura 50. QAF 
 Sura 51. THE SCATTERERS OR WINNOWING WINDS 
 Sura 52. THE MOUNT 
 Sura 53. THE STAR 
 Sura 54. THE MOON 
 Sura 55. THE MERCIFUL OR BENEFICENT 
 Sura 56. THE INEVITABLE OR THE EVENT 
 Sura 57. IRON◄ 
 Sura 58. THE WRANGLER OR SHE THAT DISPUTES◄ 
 Sura 59. THE EMIGRATION OR EXILE 
 Sura 60. THE TRIED OR SHE THAT IS EXAMINED◄ 
 Sura 61. THE RANKS◄ 
 Sura 62. THE CONGREGATION 
 Sura 63. THE HYPOCRITES 
 Sura 64. CHEATING OR MUTUAL DISILLUSION 
 Sura 65. DIVORCE 
 Sura 66. PROHIBITION OR BANNING 
 Sura 67. THE KINGDOM OR SOVEREIGNTY 
 Sura 68. THE PEN 

Sura 69. THE INFALLIBLE OR THE REALITY 
 Sura 70. THE ASCENTS OR ASCENDING STAIRS 
 Sura 71. NOAH 
 Sura 72. THE JINN◄ 
 Sura 73. THE ENWRAPPED OR ENSHROUDED ONE 
 Sura 74. THE 'COVERED' OR CLOAKED ONE 
 Sura 75. THE RESURRECTION 
 Sura 76. MAN 
 Sura 77. THOSE SENT OR EMISSARIES 
 Sura 78. THE INFORMATION OR THE TIDINGS 
 Sura 79. THOSE WHO TEAR OUT OR DRAG FORTH 
 Sura 80. 'HE FROWNED' 
 Sura 81. THE FOLDING UP OR OVERTHROWING 
 Sura 82. THE CLEAVING ASUNDER 
 Sura 83. THOSE WHO GIVE SHORT WEIGHT 
 Sura 84. THE RENDING ASUNDER 
 Sura 85. THE ZODIACAL SIGNS 
 Sura 86. THE MORNING STAR 
 Sura 87. THE MOST HIGH 
 Sura 88. THE OVERWHELMING 
 Sura 89. THE DAWN 
 Sura 90. THE LAND OR THE CITY 
 Sura 91. THE SUN 
 Sura 92. THE NIGHT 
 Sura 93. THE FORENOON OR MORNING HOURS 
 Sura 94.  'HAVE WE NOT EXPANDED?' OR SOLACE 
 Sura 95. THE FIG 
 Sura 96. THE CONGEALED BLOOD OR CLOT 
 Sura 97. THE POWER 
 Sura 98. THE MANIFEST SIGN OR CLEAR PROOF◄ 
 Sura 99. THE EARTHQUAKE 
 Sura 100. THE CHARGERS OR COURSERS 
 Sura 101. THE SMITING OR CALAMITY 
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 Sura 102. THE CONTENTION OF NUMBERS 
 Sura 103. THE AFTERNOON OR DECLINING DAY 
 Sura 104. THE BACKBITER OR TRADUCER 
 Sura 105. THE ELEPHANT 
 Sura 106. THE QURAYSH 
 Sura 107. THE 'NECESSARIES' OR SMALL KINDNESSES 
 Sura 108. EL KAUTHAR OR THE ABUNDANCE◄ 
 Sura 109. THE DISBELIEVERS 
 Sura 110. HELP OR SUCCOUR 
 Sura 111. ABU LAHEB OR THE PALM FIBRE 
 Sura 112. UNITY◄ 
 Sura 113. THE DAYBREAK 
 Sura 114. OF MEN 
 

 

 

Some questions we might ask 
  

In asking the fundamental question “Is the god of Islam the same as the God of the Bible?” 
we find the answer to that in relation to how the Qur’an rates other Biblical beliefs.  
  
When we understand how these other beliefs are treated in the Qur’an it’s obvious that Allah 
the god of Islam is definitely not the same as the revealed God of the Hebrew and Christian 
Scriptures. So we’ll pose a number of questions and let the Qur’an speak for itself in the 
matter.  
 
The topics most in question for us as disciples of Jesus are: 
 
  

Who is Allah?  
 
  

What does the Qur’an teach,  
and Islam accept about – 

 
  

Jesus as the Son of God, 
 
  

The doctrine of the Trinity, 
 
  

The views of other religions, 
 
  

Jihad against other religions? 
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Who is Allah? 
   

This is a fundamental question, and while it should be obvious to followers of Jesus Christ 
that Allah is not the same as the revealed God of the Hebrew and Christian scriptures, you’d 
be surprised how many people haven’t even considered the question. Worse still are those 
who actively propagate the belief that Allah and the Biblical God (at least in His “original” 
form) are identical. 
  
In 1992 I was visiting Luxembourg for some weeks at a Mission station and budding Bible 
college. Amongst some of the resource material there I came across a magazine by an 
American believer in Jesus who supported the view that Allah and the God of the Bible were 
one and the same. He was adamant, if not straightforward argumentive on this point. Since 
then I have occasionally come across others who believe this. 
  
So who exactly, or what, is Allah the god of Islam? Is he, as some suggest, the “original” god 
even before the God of the Jews and Christians? Have both of these religions tainted the 
truth of the God that existed even before both of them began, as some have taught. 
  
And was Muhammad let in on the secret of all secrets: that neither Yahweh of the Hebrews, 
or the Father of Jesus, was in fact the original God? Did Muhammad receive a unique 
revelation that there existed a One True God that was “lost” and largely forgotten by both 
Jews and Christians? Did perhaps these two great religions start out worshipping the “proper 
God” but somehow lose their way?  
  

And was Muhammad selected by this One True God to redress the balance and call both 
Jew and Christian back to Him, who was now finally and completely being revealed through 
Islam?  
  
Were the Jewish and the Christian Scriptures merely stepping stones to a rediscovery of the 
fullness of truth now revealed through God’s new messenger, Muhammad? Was the Qur’an 
the final revelation surpassing even both Torah and Gospel?  
  
Behind this theory lay the suggestion that there was a primitive and authentic monotheism to 
begin with, perhaps going as far back as Abraham, or even before. The theory states that 
there existed a Supreme Deity who was both Creator and Governor over the world. As time 
went on and sin arose in the hearts of men this One True God was displaced from their 
minds. He was replaced, if you like, by a collection of more personable and attractive gods 
and goddess. Deities that man could control and manipulate somewhat. 
  
However occasionally there would pop up a faint reminder of this One Supreme God in the 
spiritual life of small groups, like African indigenous tribes with their belief of a “Sky God”. 
This sky god has no image, no name and is absent from the daily life of the tribe. They just 
know he’s there and that he’s the God behind all other gods. He’s so precious and unique 
that they don’t even want to depict him or worship him as that would contaminate him by the 
worldly goings-on of men.  
  
So goes the theory! 
  
This seems to have been the starting point to Muhammad’s belief as well. Like many others 
he had come to believe that Al-Lah, the “high god” of the Arabian troop of gods, was the 
same as the God of the Jews and Christians.  After all Al-Lah simply meant “the God”.  
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Yet along with most other Arabs, he was uneasy about the fact that his own people did not 
have either prophets or scriptures delivered to them as did the Jews and Christians. The 
Arabs were lacking in this and it was an unhappy and sobering thought for them. They 
perhaps even felt spiritually inferior to the Jews and Christians. Yet how could it be, he 
thought, that despite they not having either prophet nor scripture, God’s shrine was in their 
very midst — the Ka'aba.  
  
The Ka’aba (meaning “square building” in Arabic) holds the famous black stone which 
Muslims believe fell from heaven. It was supposedly entrusted to Abraham by the angel 
Gabriel and the Ka’aba now houses this stone. Some believe the stone has innate power to 
absorb sins into it. Long before the birth of Muhammad this stone was venerated as divine 
along with 360-plus other gods. Over all these gods stood Al-Lah “the god”. While he was 
regarded as the highest of all gods, he was nevertheless still part of the total Arabian 
pantheon. 
  
Al-Lah therefore was originally one of hundreds of gods, even though he was regarded as 
the highest of all. In fact strictly speaking Al-Lah isn’t even a proper name. It is Arabic for 
“the god” just as ha-elohim is Hebrew for “the god”. This is an important factor in the 
question “Who is Allah and is he the same of the Biblical God”?  
  
There are ninety nine attributes given to Allah in the Qur’an but not one of them is a proper 
or personal name. The Qur’an describes Allah as being “the merciful one, the king, the 
provider” etc. But Allah is not at all a proper name and it’s never used this way in the Qur’an.  
  
Contrast the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures that constantly refer to the One True God as a 
personal being whose name we do know! And while it’s true that He’s often described in 
terms of His attributes, His personal name is also clearly revealed to us in both Testaments 
(Exodus 3: 13-15 and John 17: 6-26).  
  
The actual personal name of this Allah is never revealed in the Qur’an. Rather both the 
Qur’an and Islam present him as almost unknowable and even hidden (Sura 72: 26-27). 
  
So we come to see that Allah was one of many gods, that the term is not even a personal 
Name, and that behind much of this there could well lay a desire on the part of the Arabs to 
be regarded as equal if not superior, to the Jewish and Christian faiths that surrounded 
them. 
  
Then we have the doctrinal differences between the “revelations” given by this god Allah and 
those given by the God of the Bible. The teachings of the Qur’an often contradict the Old and 
New Testaments.  
  
For instance the Hebrew scriptures teach that for the first time God allowed a temple to be 
erected for His worship (2 Samuel 7: 12). Then about 30 AD Jesus said that the worship of His 
Father was no longer restricted to any building at all (John 4: 23). Yet in 600 AD Muhammad 
states in the Qur’an that Allah had Abraham build a holy place some 2,600 years earlier! And 
today this building, the Ka'aba, is still Islam’s most holy building. Could this be the same God 
who said He never changes! Or is it in fact a counterfeit spirit that inspired the Qur’an? 
 
Then the denial that God had a Son is contrary to the clear revelation of the New Testament 
(John 3: 16 and 1 John 3: 8 and 5: 6-13). John even says that those who deny the Son and His 
coming in the flesh are of the Anti-Christ spirit (1 John 4: 3  /  2 John verse 7-9). 
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So having looked at a very brief overview of Who is Allah, I’ll now let the following quotes 
help settle the matter. 
  

“The roots of Islam are buried in Arabia, in Mecca, in a square stone building called 
the Ka'aba, which, according to the Qur’an, was built by Abraham. In the Ka'aba 
there were 360 jinn (genies - angels, idols, demons) one of whom was called Allah.” 
The Islamic Invasion by Robert Morey 
  

“Allah is a proper name applicable only to the Arab’s god. The origin of this Allah 
goes back to pre-Muslim times. Allah is a pre-Islamic name, corresponding to the 
Babylonian Bel.” 
The Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics by Hastings  

  
“Allah worship, as well as the worship of Baal, were both astral religions in that they 
involved the worship of the sun, the moon, and the stars. In Arabia the sun god was 
viewed as a female goddess and the moon as the male god. The name Allah was 
used as the personal name of the moon god. His symbol was the crescent moon 
which now graces every mosque throughout the Muslim world.” 
Comprehensive commentary on the Koran by E.M.Wherry 

  
Clearly Allah is not the same as the God of the Bible. The answer seems obvious. 
Muhammad was deceived by an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11: 14) and was not at all visited by 
the One True God whose name is revealed in the Bible. 
  
So now let’s allow the Qur’an to condemn itself by stating through supposed “revelation” 
what is said about Jesus’ divinity, the Trinity, Islamic views of other religions, and the issue 
of Jihad. 
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The Qur’an denies that Jesus is the Son of God 
  
  
THE CHAPTER OF WOMEN 
(IV.171 Medina) 

The Messiah, Jesus the son of Mary, is but the apostle of God and His Word, which 
He cast into Mary and a spirit from Him; believe then in God and His apostles, and 
say not 'Three.' Have done! it were better for you. God is only one God, celebrated 
be His praise that He should beget a Son! 

  
THE CHAPTER OF THE TABLE 
(V.17 Medina) 

They misbelieve who say, 'Verily, God is the Messiah the son of Mary;' say, 
'Who has any hold on God, if he wished to destroy the Messiah the son of Mary, and 
his mother, and those who are on earth altogether?' 

  
THE CHAPTER OF THE TABLE 
(V.72 Medina) 

They misbelieve who say, 'Verily, God is the Messiah the son of Mary;' but the 
Messiah said, 'O children of Israel! worship God, my Lord and your Lord;' verily, he 
who associates aught with God, God hath forbidden him Paradise, and his resort is 
the Fire, and the unjust shall have none to help them. 

  
THE CHAPTER OF THE TABLE (The Table Spread) 
(V.73 & 75 Medina) 

They misbelieve who say, 'Verily, God is the third of three;' for there is no God but 
one, and if they do not desist from what they say, there shall touch those who 
misbelieve amongst them grievous woe. Will they not turn again towards God and 
ask pardon of Him? for God is forgiving and merciful. The Messiah the son of Mary 
is only a prophet. They misbelieve who say, 'Verily, God is the Messiah the son 
of Mary.' 

  
THE CHAPTER OF REPENTANCE 

(IX.30 Medina) 

The Jews say Ezra is the son of God; and the Christians say that the Messiah is the 
son of God; that is what they say with their mouths, imitating the sayings of those 
who misbelieved before - God fight them! how they lie! 

  
THE CHAPTER OF JONAH 

(X.68-69 Mecca) 

They (Christians) say, 'God has taken to Himself a son.' Celebrated be His praises! 
He is the rich one! His is whatever is in the heavens, and whatever is in the earth. Ye 
have no authority for this! will ye say against God, that which ye do not know? Say, 
'Truly, those who forge against God a lie shall not prosper!' 

  
THE CHAPTER OF THE CAVE 
(XVIII.1-5 Mecca) 

Praise belongs to God, who sent down to His servant the Book, and put no 
crookedness therein, straight, to give warning of keen violence from Him, and to give 
the glad tidings to the believers, who do what is right, that for them is a goodly reward 
wherein they shall abide for ever and for aye; and to give warning to those who 
say, 'God hath taken to Himself a son.' They have no knowledge thereof, nor their 
fathers; a serious word it is that comes forth from their mouths! verily, they only 
speak a lie! 
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THE CHAPTER OF MARY 
(XIX.35 Mecca) 

God could not take to himself any son! 
  
THE CHAPTER OF MARY 
(XIX.88-92 Mecca.) 

They (Christians) say, 'The Merciful has taken to Himself a son:' - ye have brought a 
monstrous thing! The heavens well-nigh burst asunder thereat, and the earth is 
riven, and the mountains fall down broken, that they attribute to the Merciful a son! 
but it becomes not the Merciful to take to Himself a son! 
  

THE CHAPTER OF BELIEVERS 
(XXIII.91 Mecca) 

God never took a son, nor was there ever any god with Him. 
  
THE CHAPTER OF DISCRIMINATION (The Criterion) 
(XXV.1-2 Mecca) 

Blessed be He who sent down the Discrimination to His servant that he might be unto 
the world a warner; whose is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and who 
has not taken to Himself a son, and who has no partner in His kingdom. 
  

THE CHAPTER OF THE TROOPS 
(XXXIX.3-6 Mecca) 

Verily, God guides not him who is a misbelieving liar. Had God wished to take to 
Himself a child, He would have chosen what He pleased from what He creates;- 
celebrated be His praises! He is God, the one, the victorious. He created the 
heavens and the earth in truth! It is He who clothes the day with night; and clothes 
the night with day; and subjects the sun and the moon, each one runs on to an 
appointed time; aye!  
  
He is the mighty, the forgiving! He created you from one soul; then He made from it 
its mate; and He sent down upon you of the cattle four pairs! He creates you in the 
bellies of your mothers,-creation after creation, in three darknesses. That is God for 
you! His is the kingdom, there is no god but He; how then can ye be turned away? 

  
THE CHAPTER OF THE RANKS 
(LXI.6 Mecca) 

And when Jesus the son of Mary said, 'O children of Israel! verily, I am the apostle 
of God to you, verifying the law that was before me and giving you glad tidings of 
an apostle who shall come after me, whose name shall be A'hmed!' (Mohammed) - 
but when he did come to them with manifest signs, they said, 'This is manifest 
sorcery!' 

  
THE CHAPTER OF THE JINN 
(LXXII.1-3 Mecca) 

Say, it is revealed unto me that a company of the Jinn gave ear, and they said: Lo we 
have heard a marvellous Qur’an which guideth unto righteousness so we believe in it 
and we ascribe unto our Lord no partner : and we believe that He, exalted be the 
glory of our Lord, hath taken neither wife nor son. 

  
THE CHAPTER OF UNITY 
(CXII.1-4 Mecca) 

In the name of the merciful and compassionate God. Say, 'He is God alone! God the 
Eternal! He begets not and is not begotten! Nor is there like unto Him any one!' 
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The Qur’an denies the doctrine of the Trinity 

  
  

THE CHAPTER OF THE TABLE (The Table Spread) 
(V.73 Medina) 

They misbelieve who say, 'Verily, God is the third of three;' for there is no God 
but one, and if they do not desist from what they say, there shall touch those who 
misbelieve amongst them grievous woe. Will they not turn again towards God and 
ask pardon of Him? for God is forgiving and merciful. The Messiah the son of Mary is 
only a prophet. 

  
THE CHAPTER OF WOMEN 
(IV.171 Medina) 

The Messiah, Jesus the son of Mary, is but the apostle of God and His Word, which 
He cast into Mary and a spirit from Him; believe then in God and His apostles, and 
say not 'Three.' Have done! it were better for you. God is only one God, 
celebrated be His praise that He should beget a Son! 

  
  
  

The Qur’an claims that Islam is the only true religion 
  

THE CHAPTER OF THE TABLE (The Table Spread) 
(V.51 Medinah) 

O ye who believe! take not the Jews and Christians for your patrons: they are patrons 
of each other; but whoso amongst you takes them for patrons, verily, he is of them, 
and, verily, God guides not an unjust (non-Muslims) people. 

  
THE CHAPTER OF THE PILGRIMAGE 
(XXII.17 Mecca) 

Verily, those who believe, and those who are Jews, and the Sabaeans, and the 
Christians, and the Magians, and those who join other gods with God (Allah), verily, 
God will decide between them on the resurrection day; verily, God is witness over all. 

  
THE CHAPTER OF BELIEVERS 
(XXIII.116-117 Mecca) 

But exalted be God, the true; there is no god but He, the Lord of the noble throne! 
and whoso calls upon another god with God has no proof of it, but, verily, his 
account is with his Lord; verily, the misbelievers shall not prosper. 

  
THE CHAPTER OF VICTORY 
(XLVII.29 Medina) 

Mohammed is the Messenger of God, and those who are with Him are hard 
against the disbelievers. 
  

THE CHAPTER OF THE INNER CHAMBERS 
(XLIX.15  Medina) 

The true believers are those only who believe in Allah and His Messenger and 
afterward doubt not, but fight strenuously with their wealth and persons in God's 
cause. Such are the truthful! 
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THE CHAPTER OF IRON 
(LVII.19 &  27 Medina) 

And those who believe in God and His Apostle, they are the confessors and the 
martyrs with their Lord; for them is their hire and their light! But those who 
misbelieve and call our signs lies, they are the fellows of hell!  
  
Then we followed up their footsteps with our apostles; and we followed them up with 
Jesus the son of Mary; and we gave him the gospel; and we placed in the hearts of 
those who followed him kindness and compassion.- But monkery, they invented it; 
we only prescribed to them the craving after the goodwill of God, and they observed 
it not with due observance.  
  
But we gave to those who believe amongst them their hire; though many amongst 
them were workers of abomination! 

  
THE CHAPTER OF THE WRANGLER (The Disputer) 
(LVIII.5 Medina) 

Verily, those who oppose God and His Apostle (Mohammed) are amongst the most 
vile. 

  
THE CHAPTER OF THE RANKS 
(LXI.9 Medina) 

He it is who sent His Apostle with guidance and the religion of truth to set it above 
all religion. 

  
THE CHAPTER OF THE JINN 
(LXXII.22-23 Mecca) 

Say, 'Lo none can protect me from Allah, nor can I find any refuge beside Him. Mine 
is but conveyance of the truth of Allah and His messages, but whoso rebels against 
Allah and His Messenger, lo for him is the fire of hell, to dwell therein for ever !' 

  
THE CHAPTER OF THE MANIFEST SIGN (The Proof) 

(XCVIII.1 & 6 Medina) 

Those of the people of the Book and the idolaters who misbelieve did not fall off until 
there came to them the manifest sign,- an apostle from Allah reading pure pages 
wherein are right scriptures. Verily, those who disbelieve amongst the people of 
the Book and the idolaters shall be in the fire of hell, to dwell therein for aye; they are 
wretched creatures! 
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The Qur’an condones struggling against other religions 
(The Jihad) 

  
  
THE CHAPTER OF THE HEIFER (The Cow) 

(II.190-194 Medina) 

Fight in God's way with those who fight with you, but transgress not; verily, God loves 
not those who do transgress. Kill them wherever ye find them, and drive them out 
from whence they drive you out; for sedition is worse than slaughter; but fight them 
not by the Sacred Mosque until they fight you there; then kill them, for such is the 
recompense of those that misbelieve. But if they desist, then, verily, God is 
forgiving and merciful. But fight them that there be no sedition and that the 
religion (Islam) may be God's; but, if they desist, then let there be no hostility save 
against the unjust. The sacred month for the sacred month; for all sacred things 
demand retaliation; and whoso transgresses against you, transgress against him like 
as he transgressed against you; but fear ye God, and know that God is with those 
who fear. 

   
THE CHAPTER OF THE SPOILS (The Spoils of War) 

(VIII.38-39 & 60 & 65 Medina) 

Say to those who misbelieve, if they desist they will be forgiven what is past; but if 
they return,- the course of those of former days has passed away. Fight them then 
that there should be no sedition, and that the religion may be wholly God's. 
Prepare ye against them what force and companies of horse ye can, to make 
the enemies of God, and your enemies, and others beside them, in dread thereof.  O 
thou prophet! urge on the believers to fight. 
  

THE CHAPTER OF REPENTANCE OR IMMUNITY 
(IX.29 Medina) 

Fight those who believe not in God and in the Last Day, and who forbid not what 
God and His Apostle have forbidden, and who do not practice the religion of truth 
from amongst those to whom the Book has been brought, until they pay the tribute by 
their hands and be as little ones. 

  
THE CHAPTER OF REPENTANCE OR IMMUNITY 
(IX.123 Medina) 

O ye who believe! fight those of the disbelievers who are near to you, and let 
them find harshness in you; and know that Allah is with those who keep their duty. 
  

THE CHAPTER OF THE PILGRIMAGE 
(XXII.39 Mecca) 

Permission is given to those who fight because they have been wronged. 
  
THE CHAPTER OF THE PILGRIMAGE 
(XXII.77-78 Mecca) 

O ye who believe! bow down and adore, and serve your Lord, and do well, haply ye 
may prosper; and fight strenuously for God. 

  
THE CHAPTER OF MUHAMMAD (The Fight) 
(XLVII.4 Medina) 

And when ye meet those who misbelieve, then striking off heads until ye have 
massacred them, and bind fast the bonds! 
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THE CHAPTER OF THE TRIED (She to be Examined) 
(LX.1 Medina) 

O ye who believe! take not my enemy and your enemy for patrons, encountering 
them with love; for they misbelieve in the truth that is to come to you; they drive out 
the Apostle and you for that ye believe in God your Lord! If ye go forth fighting 
strenuously in my cause and craving my good pleasure, and secretly show love for 
them, yet do I know best what ye conceal and what ye display! and he of you who 
does so has erred from the level path.  

  
THE CHAPTER OF THE RANKS 
(LXI.4 & 11 Medina) 

Verily, God loves those who fight in His cause in ranks as though they were a 
compact building. To believe in God and His Apostle, and to fight strenuously in 
God's cause with your property and your persons; that is better for you if ye did 
but know! 

  
THE CHAPTER OF EL KAUTHAR (Abundance) 

(CVIII.1-3 Mecca) 

In the name of the merciful and compassionate God. Verily, we have given thee El 
Kauthar; So pray to thy Lord and slaughter (victims). Verily, he who hates thee 
shall be childless. 

  

WHAT ISLAM BELIEVES  
The beliefs of Islam contradict the Bible 

  
The following beliefs are an overview of how different the teachings of Islam are to Biblical 
truth. Often in the Qur’an unsubstantiated statements are made by Muhammad (supposedly 
through revelation from God), but when these are challenged Muhammad simply seems to 
suggest “believe or suffer the consequences”. 
  
For example he asserts that both Jews and Christians have secretly twisted their respective 
Scriptures to suit their own theology and concealed this, yet gives no evidence of this at all. 
He simply states it, and worse, attributes to Jesus a saying that foretells Muhammad's own 
coming! (Chapters on The Heifer verse 146, The Cattle verse 20, The Table verses 16-18, The Heights verse 157, The 

Ranks verses 6-7). 
  
This belief of corrupted texts has found its way into common Muslim thought. Note this quote 
from the Christian writer J. Verkuyl in his book Speaking to Muslims about the Gospel. 
  
 Islam believes that ...“the contents of the original book have been corrupted. 

Most Muslims believe that the Bible texts written in Hebrew and Greek, 
including all modern vernacular translations, have been falsified. Muslims say 
that the Bible has a number of reliable sections, for example, those which deal 
with the Oneness of God, punishment and reward, and some of the prophets. 
But they also argue that large parts of the Bible are unreliable and the result of 
counterfeit and corruption. For example, the counterfeit texts are those dealing 
with the divine sonship of Jesus, his cross and resurrection,  and those 
concerning the Trinity. And many Muslim publications state that current versions 
of the Bible leave out whole sections, including any testimony to the coming of 
the prophet Muhammad.” 
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While the Qur’an doesn’t directly state this, Islamic tradition has, and uses The Heifer 
Chapter (II.106) to support it. This chapter says:  
  
 “Such of Our revelations as we abrogate or cause to be forgotten, We bring 

in place one better or the like thereof. Knowest thou not that Allah is able to 
do all things?”  

  
This text is often used in Islam to declare that the Torah and Gospel have been surpassed; 
they are obsolete and the Qur’an has now taken their place. 
  
The question can now be asked: where is the evidence for this supposed corruption of the 
texts? Are there extant documents of the “original” that can prove this to us.  
  
And since Muhammad by his own mouth says that he couldn’t read or write, how does he 
know of any such corrupted texts? Bear in mind also that the Hebrew texts were first 
committed to writing about 1,600BC and that Muhammad lived in 600AD. That’s a long time 
in between. 
If Islam reckons itself to be a scholarly religion, which it does, where is the academic proof 
and scholarly methodology for proving the corruption of Hebrew and Christian texts?  
  
Scholars and academics in any field of study or science will demand that assertions should 
always be supported by objective and comparative evidence. But in this case there is none! 
Muhammad's statement rests solely on his own words in which he says he had a personal 
revelation about it. 
  
This is very similar to Joseph Smith’s statement that he received two golden tablets on 
which the Book of Mormon was written. When he was challenged to produce the golden 
writings to verify this he said that they had simply disappeared. 
  
I would think that the spirit of Anti-Christ is at work in both Mormonism and Islam. 

  
Following is a list of some of the more basic beliefs of Islam. You will see that the Biblical 
texts themselves have been corrupted by Muhammad (or by the demon using him) to 
counteract the unique claims of Jesus Christ. 
  
1. Muhammad was foretold by Jesus. “Jesus the son of Mary said: O Children of Israel. I 
am the apostle of God sent to you, to confirm the Law of Moses which came before me, and 
giving glad tidings of an apostle to come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad 
(Muhammad), but when he came to them with clear signs they said “This is evident 
sorcery”.” (The Ranks 6-7). 
  
  

2. The Comforter to come was in fact Muhammad. The Biblical texts of John’s Gospel 
14:16, 15:26 and 16:7 speak of “one who is to come”. The Church throughout all 
generations has clearly seen this to be the Holy Spirit. The context shows this.  
  
Yet Islam claims the Church altered the text with a wilful mistranslation. They say that the 
Greek name Periclutos is almost (!) a literal equivalent of the Aramaic “Ahmad” or 
“Muhammad”, and that Periclutos was changed by the Church into Parakletos (meaning 
Advocate or Comforter). They say the texts in John’s Gospel apply to Muhammad and not 
the Holy Spirit. 
  
The Parakletos of course is regarded by Christians as being a reference to the promised 
Holy Spirit. What Islam says is that Jesus promised us Muhammad and not the Holy Spirit. 
Quite an extraordinary twisting of the text! 
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3. Jesus didn’t die on the cross. Despite the New Testament being written 500 years 
earlier, Islam categorically denies one of its most entrenched declarations: that Jesus died 
on the cross. 
  
The Qur’an states that Christ was saved from any indignity on the cross, and that 
miraculously someone else of the same likeness was crucified in His place, by an illusion 
sent by Allah to trick the executors. This most extraordinary concoction can be found in the 
Chapter of the Women, verse 157. Note the following commentary on that particular portion 
of the Qur’an. 
  
 “It would appear from verse 157 that contrary to the belief of Jews and 

Christians, Jesus Christ was not killed on the cross. Now this point is clear 
and definite in itself and needs no further elucidation.” (The Holy Quran translated 

by M. Marmaduke Pickthall, page xxiv). 
  
What an extraordinary statement by a professed scholar! How is this point “clear and 
definite”? Just because the Qur’an says so? 
  
To deny the crucifixion of Jesus strikes at the heart of God’s saving work through Christ’s 
death. The Qur’an’s view that Jesus didn’t die undoes all that the Old Testament points to 
through the symbolism of the Passover, and makes New Testament theology totally invalid. 
Without a death there can be no saving work. And without that we are not restored to 
fellowship with God. The Qur’an attempts to undermine all this in one foul swoop. 
  
  
4. Muhammad foretold in the Old Testament. Just as Muslims believe Jesus spoke of 
Muhammad's coming in John’s Gospel, so they also believe the Old Testament prophesies 
his coming.  
  
The text used to support this is Deuteronomy 18:18 where it says “I (the Lord) will raise up 
for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in his mouth, 
and he shall speak to them all that I command Him”.  
  
Christians have always seen this as a reference to the coming of Jesus. It would be a far 
stretch to say that it applies to Muhammad.    
  

Anyway Deuteronomy says the Prophet shall come from amongst the brethren of Moses 
(through Isaac and ultimately the Jews). Muhammad and the Arab people trace their 
ancestry through Isaac's half-brother, Ishmael. 
  
5. Allah is an impersonal god. Unlike the Old Testament and especially the New, the 
Qur’an never treats mankind as friends with God. We are to be regarded as slaves or 
servants of Allah (The Chapter of Mary verse 93). 
  
Yet the Old Testament treats “former” prophets like Abraham and Moses as “friends with 
God” (Exo. 33:11 and Isa. 41:8). Then of course Jesus makes this very plain in John 15:15 
when He says “No longer do I call you servants...but I have called you friends…” 
  
If Allah is the same as the God of the Bible why has he changed his mind and demoted us 
from the status of friendship to that of servant? The god of Islam cannot be the same as the 
God of the Bible because He doesn’t change His mind! 
  
In Islam Allah is not like a Father-God figure; that would be to debase him. Muslims see 
Allah as supreme and above any attempt that would reduce him to the level of mortals. So it 
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is that Muslims consider the Incarnation of God in the flesh to be the height of absurdity and 
demeaning to the Supreme God. For them it is a great blasphemy. 
  
Allah is somewhat unapproachable and distant, and he even decides men’s fate for them, 
which is unalterable. They might know ahead of time how an event will turn out for them but 
it’s solely their duty to do their best and live the good Muslim life. 
  

Islam believes that Allah is so pure and “other” that he doesn’t even communicate directly 
with mankind. Rather he communicates messages through angels to certain chosen 
prophets, who in turn pass them onto common humanity.  
  
One primer on Islam says: 
  

“The will of God can only be known through his messengers; belief in God 
therefore requires belief in revelation, the books of God, and the messengers of 
God. Of all the messengers, sent to every tribe and nation, Muhammad is the 
Last, being the seal of prophethood and completing the process of revelation. 
Since God is transcendent and beyond all human perception, he 
communicates his message to his prophets through his functionaries, the 
angels.” (Introducing Muhammad by Ziauddin Sardar and Zafar Abbas Malik). 

  
This belies the truth found in the Bible that says God both desires to, and does, 
communicate with us. It is true that He does use angels to do this from time to time, but it’s 
also true that He speaks directly to man, sometimes using dreams and visions, and of 
course communicating through the Holy Spirit. 
  
The God of the Bible is close at hand and not distant. He is a God who chooses to speak 
and interact with His people and even with those who are far from Him, as in the case of 
Saul of Tarsus.  
  
Indeed many of us were far from Him but were confronted by Him, because of His great love 
(John 3:16). He communicated with us, even while we were sinners and called us to Himself. 
  
6. The Islamic view of the End. The Islamic view of judgment, the reward of the after life, 
and the Last Days differ significantly from the Biblical view.  
  
In the Bible there’s a definite unfolding of God’s plan for mankind. It’s full of purpose, God’s 
intervention in history, and stage by stage revelation on what is required to participate in this 
great plan. It’s like a superb mosaic revealed piece by piece until at last we see it unfolded 
through the person and mission of Jesus Christ.  
  
As well, the place of the Jewish nation is paramount in the Bible, and finds its natural 
expression in the New Testament through the coming of a Jewish Messiah. 
  
 I’ve often pondered how a Muslim will feel when on the Day of Judgment, instead of finding 
himself standing before Muhammad, he will stand before a Jew (Jesus) seated on the 
Throne! It’s worth reflecting on. 
  
All the above Biblical issues relating to Judgment, Heaven and the End are missing in the 
Qur’an. There’s no coherent unfolding on the purpose of life, that salvation is needed, or on 
the role of the Jewish people or the land of Israel. 
  
To be fair the Qur’an does give Jesus a place in the End Times and even mentions His 
second coming. One commentary on “the Hour” as the Qur’an calls the Last Days, says this 
about Jesus and His return: 
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 “Jesus shall convert the Christians to Islam and make it clear to them that it was 

wrong to honour him as Son of God. Then the returned Jesus will eradicate all 
those who do not turn to the true faith of Islam. Only Islam will remain. Thereupon, 
Jesus will marry. After a time in Paradise there will be unity between man and 
beast. This time of Paradise will last for either 24 or 40 years. Finally Jesus will die 
and be buried in Mecca next to Muhammad.” (Quoted from a commentary on The Ornaments 
of Gold verse 61 by Ibn Abi Zayd Qarawan in The Challenge of Islam by G. Bergmann). 

  
 We see in this quote that Jesus is still to die! Obviously there is nothing like this teaching in 
the Bible. It is mere conjecture to suppose that’s how it will all work out at the End.  
  
On the contrary the Bible finishes with a remarkable vision of the End of the Age with Christ 
seated in magnificent glory on His throne (Revelation 22).  
  
And as if to ensure that this glory is not taken away from Jesus, John, under the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, pens these sobering words: 
  
 “If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in 

this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, 
God shall take away his part from the Book of Life and from the things which are 
written in this book” (verses 18-19). 

  

 
 7. The Islamic world-view. The Islamic view of the world is based on the aim of making all 
the people submissive to Allah.  “Islam” means “submission”. 
  
For Islam the world is divided into two “houses”. That portion of humanity that has embraced 
Islam is regarded as being in submission to Allah. This is called Dar-al-Salaam or “the 
House of Peace”. Those who have not yet accepted submission to Allah are in Dar-al-Harb 
or “the House of War”. 
  
The logic of this is obvious. You’re either in the House of Peace, or you’re in the House of 
War. If you’re in the latter, Muslims will struggle against you to bring you into submission. 
Therefore the Jihad or struggle is the attempt to bring all things and peoples into submission 
to Allah. Anything that furthers this cause is justifiable.  
  
To be fair Jihad does not simply apply to fighting other nations. It means “directed struggle” 
and can take a number of forms. It might be the struggle against social injustice, or that 
directed against oppressive modes of thought. Muhammad even said “the supreme jihad is 
against oneself”. 
  
But of course Jihad can, and does mean, a physical struggle against oppression and 
aggression. While many Muslims decry the kind of Jihad used by dictators such as Saddam 
Hussain, the fact is that it’s a viable option for Muslims.  9/11 was a definite reminder of this.  
  
This of course shows clearly that the god of Islam cannot be the same as the God of the 
New Testament, for Jesus Himself said: Love your enemies. 
  
We need to be aware that Islam has an agenda to bring all things into submission to its god. 
To be a Muslim is to be in submission to Allah, and to spread the faith of Islam is to spread 
the spiritual power base of Allah. 
  
It’s interesting to note that many scholars have recognized that Islam is not a religion that 
sets out to “convert” others on a one to one basis, like Christianity. Islam is more concerned 
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with the community as a whole and great importance is given to it. So the politics of Islam 
are the politics of a community of people.  
  
Islam is far more concerned with gaining more territory than it is gaining individual converts. 
It would rather increase its rule over nations than increase its faith through individual 
conversions. It is thus a “power” religion and not one so much concerned with the individual. 
It even accepts you can be a Jew or Christian living amongst Muslims, as long as you live 
under Islamic rule! 
  
8. Ishmael not Isaac. In Genesis we see that Abraham had two sons (Gen. 16: 1-12). One of 
course was Isaac born to Abraham's wife Sarah. Isaac was the promised son to them both, 
but Sarah was impatience and gave her handmaiden Hagar to Abraham to bring forth the 
seed of promise.  
  
The result of this was catastrophic, for Isaac was not born of Abraham’s loins first, this was 
Ishmael through Hagar! Ever since there has been enmity between the sons of Ishmael and 
Isaac. This helps us to  understand why there is ongoing conflict between the Arab nations 
(Ishmael) and Israel (Isaac). Even today in the UN whenever an Israeli gets up to speak the 
Arab delegates usually leave the chamber. 
  

Muslims believe that it was Ishmael who was the promised one, and that the Jews have 
supplanted him in favour of Isaac.  
  
Yet 2,500 years before Muhammad it was recorded in Scripture that:  
  

“...God said, No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son and you shall call 
his name Isaac: I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting 
covenant and with his descendants after him” (Genesis 17: 19). 

  

And of course when Jesus, a descendant of Isaac, came it was said of Him:  “Salvation is of 
the Jews” (John 4: 22). 
  
If you read the Qur’an you will notice that Muhammad says little that is positive about the 
Jews and nothing at all about the land of Israel and its place in the End Times. If Muhammad 
truly was a prophet from the God of the Bible, surely there would’ve been positive and 
prophetic mention of both Jew and Israel in the Qur’an. But there isn’t!  
  
In fact the reverse is true for Muhammad cursed the Jews in Allah’s name.  
  
 Do ye not see those who have been given a portion of the Book? they buy 

error, and they wish that ye may err from the way! But Allah knows best who 
your enemies are, and Allah suffices as a patron, and sufficient is Allah as a 
help. 

  
 And those who are Jews, and those who pervert the words from their places, 

and say, 'We hear but we rebel, and do thou listen without hearing,' and (who 
say) 'ra'hina,' distorting it with their tongues and taunting about religion. But had 
they said, 'We hear and we obey, so listen and look upon us,' it would have been 
better for them and more upright;- but may Allah curse them in their misbelief, 
for they will not believe except a few. Behold, how they devise against Allah a 
lie, and that is manifest sin enough. 

  
 Do ye not see those to whom a portion of the Book has been given? They believe 

in idols and false gods, and they say of those who misbelieve, 'These are better 
guided in the way than those who believe.' These are those whom Allah has 



Page 23 of 43 

 

cursed, and whom Allah has cursed no helper shall he find. Shall they have a 
portion of the kingdom? Why even then they would not give to men a jot. 

  
 Do they envy man for what Allah has given of His grace? We have given to 

Abraham's people the Book and wisdom, and we have given them a mighty 
kingdom. And of them are some who believe therein, and of them are some who 
turn from it, but Hell is flaming enough for them. 

  
Verily, those who disbelieve in our signs, we will broil them with fire; whenever 
their skins are well done, then we will change them for other skins, that they may taste 
the torment. Verily, Allah is glorious and wise.  

 
 The New Testament however clearly states God’s heart toward His ancient people the 
Jews, when He says through Paul: 
  
  “..has God cast away His people? Certainly not! God has not cast away His 

people whom He foreknew” (Romans 11: 1-2). 
  
The Arab lineage from Ishmael is an historical truth, and one the Arabs are proud of. Yet we 
see that they hate their half-brother Isaac, the Jews. Why? Part of the answer comes from 
the Lord Himself speaking to Hagar in Genesis 16: 12. 
  
  “He (Ishmael) will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone 

and everyone's hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his 
brothers.” 

  
There seems to be an inbuilt urging in the Arab to commit violence. There’s even a modern 
Arab proverb that says “I against my brothers, I and my brothers against my cousins, I and 
my cousins against the world.” (Quote from The Arab Mind, by Raphael Patai, New York, Macmillan 1983, page 

81). 
  
I recently heard one Messianic Jew, who himself was close friends with Arab Christians, 
remark that the Arab people lacked knowing The Father whereas the Jewish people had 
profound insight about Him.  
  
He explained it as Ishmael not knowing and being accepted by his natural father, Abraham, 
whereas Isaac was accepted by him.  
  
This opened my eyes to a profound truth. The Arab people will not be at peace with 
themselves until they come to know their Heavenly Father, the God of the Bible. And Allah is 
definitely not such a father.  
  
Only the Father of the Hebrew and Christian scriptures will ease the pain of the “lost son” 
Ishmael. And only their “half brother” Jesus the Jew, will bring them through into fullness of 
life, salvation. 
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In summary 
  
  
The obvious conclusion to all this is that the god of Islam is definitely not the same, in either 
revelation or character, as the God of the Bible. 
  
While I was studying all this and reading the Qur’an for the first time, I was struck by the 
“weakness” of the book. It would be easy of course to be bias in favour of the Bible and to 
have a knee-jerk reaction against the Qur’an - but knowing the beauty of God’s revealed 
plan through the Jewish people and the revelation of the Messiah makes one totally 
dissatisfied with any other religious book. And I’ve read a few in my search for Truth, believe 
me! 
  
There are portions of the Qur’an that could easily stir me into an outrage, especially the 
blasphemy against Jesus not being the Son of God. 
  
But strangely, while I was aghast at the Qur’an's denial of Christ's role, I couldn’t get upset 
about it. Rather I felt myself being moved to tears a couple of times. 
  
I became increasingly aware that the Anti-Christ religion of Islam had deluded millions of 
people into believing Muhammad’s revelations were actually true. I couldn't help but feel 
sadness for those who had been so easily deceived. 
  
I say this, not to draw attention to my own emotions about this, but to point out how 
devastating spiritual deception can be. I’d like you to consider for a moment what Islam has 
done. It has presented a religious view that almost entirely contradicts the Bible. It offers a 
book that barely sets out any historical accuracy, and proposes to replace all other religious 
books. Even the New Testament sits firmly on the writings and revelations of the Old 
Testament. 
  
I honestly cannot see what the Qur’an offers. I know that sounds incredibly paternalistic, but 
the book contains a lot of mixture. There is folklore, customs, supposed revelations from 
“god”, as well as  a healthy smattering of teachings from both the Old and New Testaments! 
  
So why has this book been so readily accepted by so many people? There indeed might be 
some beauty in the original Arabic language which accounts for some of the appeal. But 
other than that it’s certainly no different from the poetic beauty of Sanskrit or Buddhist texts 
in their respective languages. In other words, there’s beauty in the poetic language but that’s 
about all. 
  
The way in which Mohammad also received his revelations causes concern. While it’s not 
unusual for some people to undergo extreme physical and mental experiences even during 
God-given revelations, Muhammad's accounts might cause us to ask deeper questions. 
  
According to early Muslim tradition as a revelation was coming to him Muhammad “would 
often fall on the ground, his body would begin to jerk, his eyes would roll backward, and he 
would perspire profusely. The people would often cover him with a blanket during such 
episodes”. (The Islamic Invasion by Morey) 
  

 Some modern writers have played this down, wanting to be “politically correct” in this 
current mindset of multiculturalism. They have dismissed these accounts.  
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However if you’ve ever seen a demonic manifestation you’ll no doubt be aware that the 
rolling of the eyes backward is a fairly common sign of possession.  
  
Then of course there’s the case of the famous “Satanic Verses”. While this is the title of a 
controversial book by Salman Rushdie published in 1989, it’s based on the alleged 
revelations that Muhammad had from Satan. These satanic verses were reputed to have 
been part of a much earlier form of the Qur’an, but omitted in later versions. 
  
It’s alleged that Muhammad received permission to worship the three daughters of Allah, 
the goddesses Al-lat, Al-Uzza and Manat. Of course it was seen and still is regarded as a 
falling away from Islam’s strict monotheism into polytheism. These daughters were the result of the union 

between Allah the Moon god and the Sun goddess.   
  

Muhammad apparently returned to monotheistic worship of Allah after having a revelation 
from Allah himself that cancelled his previous revelation to worship the three goddesses! 
  
The former permission was now replaced with a “better” revelation. Of course it’s easy to 
see why these satanic verses were not included in versions of the Koran after Muhammad’s 
death.  
  
Today Muslims denounce anyone who would dare suggest such blasphemy. I suppose we 
would feel the same outrage to have it suggested that Jesus was a homosexual. 
  
Nevertheless it might be that Muhammad did indeed received “direct satanic revelations” 
from the Prince of all Lies, considering what the Qur’an says about Jesus. These things 
should certainly make us question the source of his “inspiration”. 
  
To sum much of this up: there exists a mammoth difference between the Qur’an’s 
revelations and those of the Bible. The former actually offers very little in the way of an 
eternal panoramic view of God’s purposes. The latter, from Genesis to Revelation, has a 
constant theme of restoration running through it like a golden thread. 
  
Then of course there is the naïve view of many Westerners, including Christians, who just 
don’t see what Islam has set out to do. The ignorance of many Christians in this matter is 
truly of great concern.  
  
Islam is the world’s second largest religion, next to Christianity, and the only major religious 
movement to have arisen since the birth of Christ. Why is that so? Because the enemy of 
our souls has set in motion an Anti-Christ religion that has worked on the feelings of the 
Arab people (in particular) in regard to their sense of loss.  
  
Ishmael is angry; he has been passed over by his younger half-brother Isaac, and the 
rejection and hurt that goes with it has erupted in anger. This unhealed anger has turned 
into bitterness and violence, as the rejected one lashes out trying to gain acceptance of the 
father. The only thing is, a counterfeit “father” Allah, has stepped into the breach. We can 
see this violence spiralling out of control in Islam as its lashes out in all its brutality against 
its brother, the Jew. 
  
Yet the great heavenly Father of Scripture has said that both Arab and Jew are accepted by 
Him: 
  

“Whom the LORD of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and 
Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance” (Isaiah 19: 25) 
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Until Muslims find the One True Father’s acceptance and love they will never be at peace, 
with themselves or their brother. The great difficulty for them is that peace will only come to 
them through one of their own brethren, Jesus, the Jew. 
  
I remember visiting the Gaza Strip in 2000 and meeting a Palestinian Christian Pastor, in a 
Baptist church directly across from Yasser Arafat’s headquarters. There were a number of 
us from Australia visiting to encourage him during the violence in Israel at the time. When 
we asked how he preached salvation came of the Jews, he went quiet, and bowed his head. 
He said he couldn’t present that truth to his small congregation, nor could he ever proclaim 
the Old Testament prophesies relating to Jesus as being from the tribe of Judah. This was a 
sad moment. Here was a born again believer in Jesus Christ who had to stifle some of the 
most basic truths relating to the Jewish people and the Messiah, simply because he and his 
congregation couldn’t face up to the reality that a Jew was the bringer of salvation. 
Knowingly or unknowingly, this dear Pastor was influenced by the mindset of Islam.  
  
That mindset can take one of two paths. You can wilfully ignore the truth and over time 
substitute it with some invented story. This has happened for example in the re-writing of the 
history of Palestine. Or you can exalt a lie, presenting it as truth, until it is actually believed 
to be true! Both methods have been systematically used in Islam to denounce the Hebrew 
and Christian texts, and also by groups like the PLO to discredited Israel’s legitimate claim 
to the land of Israel.  
  
The Qur’an is a calculated attempt to displace the validity of the Hebrew and Christian 
Scriptures. It offers no support for its wild pronouncements over issues like the substitution 
of Jesus on the cross, or the supposed divine OK to replace the Bible with the “new 
revelation” of the Qur’an. It’s an expression of the Arab mind, inspired by a demon called 
Allah, that purposely sets out to denigrate the God all Truth, and even attempt to re-educate 
the mind of men in accepting a blatant Lie. As harsh as this sounds, there’s no point in soft-
peddling the issue. The spirit of Deception and Lies is clearly at work through both the 
Qur’an and Islam. 
  
The one thing that should, and does (at least for me), keep our anger and frustration in 
check, is the thought of those millions enslaved to this lie. These are people for whom Jesus 
died. These are souls of men, women and children for whom the Father of all Grace and 
Truth has desired to be in His family (Romans 8: 29). It’s a great, great tragedy to see almost 
one billion people accept such a lie from the Father of lies. Letting our heart realise that 
Satan has deceived so many will cause us to begin to pray and cry out to the Lord for their 
deliverance. It is vital that we don’t have a vitriolic knee-jerk reaction to the behaviour of 
Muslims, nor let fly with argumentive abuse at the teachings of the Koran. 
  
We as disciples of Jesus Christ must act with all dignity, truth and concern for those who are 
trapped in this great deception. As always it’s the true eternal Word of God that gives us the 
pattern of our behaviour in such matters as these: 
  

“...a bondservant of the Lord must not quarrel, but must be inoffensive 
towards all men, a skilful teacher, and patient under wrongs. He must 
speak in a gentle tone when correcting the errors of opponents, in the 
hope that God will at last give them repentance, for them to come to a 
full knowledge of the truth and recover sober-mindedness and 
freedom from the Devil's snare, though they are now entrapped by 
him to do his will.” 
(2 Timothy 2: 24-26 Weymouth’s Modern NT) 
  

Amen and Amen to that ! 
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 The Star and Crescent symbols 
  
  
The Crescent moon and Star are instantly recognised throughout the world as Islamic 
symbols, appearing on the flags of many Muslim nations. It’s interesting to see why these 
symbols have been accepted by many as the sign of Islam. It’s also helpful to understand 
why the Moon has been used predominately in Islamic symbolism. 
  
The moon as it appears in its first quarter, and as used in Islam, was an ancient religious 
symbol especially associated with the sky goddess Astarte. She was an important goddess 
of many regions in the Middle East and the chief deity of the Mediterranean seaports of 
Sidon, Tyre and Elath.  
  
Astarte was most probably the same as the goddess Ashtoreth mentioned in both 1 Kings 
11:5 and Jeremiah chpt 44. This deity was a goddess of war and sexual lust. One of her 
later “incarnations” would be the Greek goddess Aphrodite, who was supposed to be the 
goddess of romantic love and fertility. However this is a sanitised version, for the deity and 
demon behind it were lustful and promiscuous. In fact, sacred prostitutes were part of her 
worship. In the Roman pantheon she was known as Venus, the goddess of beauty and love. 
Popular love songs still treat her this way! 
  
But again this is a “cleansed” version of the reality. It’s interesting to note that the name 
Ashtoreth is most likely a combination of Astarte and boshet, the latter being the Hebrew 
word for shame!  
  
Pre-dating the rise of Islam, the moon god of North Arabia was honoured with a talisman that 
consisted of a crescent moon and small version of the star Venus.  
  
This moon and star configuration has now become the recognized symbol of Islam, sitting 
atop minarets and decorating flags worldwide. It is true however that these symbols aren’t 

universally accepted by all Muslims


Despite howls of protest from Muslim scholars arguing that the moon and star are not 
universally acceptable to all Muslims, the fact is that the pre-Islamic gods were identified with 
them. How they finally arrived at becoming “set” symbols of Islam is merely academic. The 
point is that Islam generally uses them, and we have seen what they symbolise! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is similar to the popular view that the 

symbol of Judaism is the Shield of David, 
whereas the actual and preferred symbol is the 
Menorah, the Candlestick 
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It’s no use Muslims decrying the accusation of Christians by pointing the finger back at us 
regarding our use of the cross, another pagan symbol. For no true Son of God who has 
understanding will actually be bothered about not using the cross as a symbol. It’s not an 
issue for mature saints. Hopefully most of us are fully aware that the cross in its various 
forms pre-dates Christianity.  
 
 Just because the Church uses the symbol of the cross doesn’t mean we all agree with its 
use. I certainly don’t, and I’d prefer not to use any symbol at all. After all, symbolism in the 
Church can be just as tainted and corrupt as the symbols of Islam. They both have the same 
original source, the worship of demons.  
  
Certainly typology abounds throughout the Old Testament and we do find symbols used 
there. But the New Testament refutes any dependence on such, although of course it does 
make use of typology. For Sons of God who are coming to maturity, there’s no need for 
symbols anymore. We have come to the Reality and have circumnavigated the shipwreck of 
relying on symbolism. Typology indeed still speaks to us, as the Lord Himself inspired them, 
but symbols mean little or nothing. 
  
Yet the continued use of all sorts of symbols in Christianity shows how naïve many 
Christians are. Many believers accept symbols, whether the Catholic or Protestant versions, 
as being somehow “pure” and acceptable, whereas the truth is that all Christian symbols 
outside of the Bible have their roots in the demonic.  
  
Certainly both moon and stars are “types” mentioned in the Bible, but their inclusion in the 
grand story of Scripture was introduced by the Lord Himself, thus safeguarding their 
meaning and use. Islam however has clearly borrowed the use of the crescent moon and 
star directly from idol worship. It was not given directly or “personally” by the Lord and so at 
the very least must be suspect. 
  
The Islamic flag. Islam prohibits the use of any image that attempts to portray Allah. This 
has probably influenced its general acceptance of crescent and star for the flag. Originally 
the Muslim flag was plain black, and sometimes red or white. It consisted in one or a 
combination of these three colours, without any symbol. A few flags included an inscription in 
Arabic, but that’s all. Some historians have suggested that the colour of Muhammad's own 
flag may have been black. If this was so it would be appropriate, since it’s the colour for 
vengeance!  
  
Early on some Islamic groups like the Umayyad used a white banner, while red was the 
preferred colour of the Khawarij. It was the Fatimid dynasty that used and consolidated 
green as the Islamic standard. Today red, white, green and black are the traditional Muslim 
colours, used extensively on many Arab flags — some with, and some without, the crescent 
and star. 
  
The crescent moon by itself was adopted in the 13th century by the Ottoman Turks, and it 
has become the internationally recognised symbol of Islam. To be fair, many Muslims feel 
that the use of symbols is inappropriate in Islam, hence the use of colours only and not 
symbols on the flags of some Muslim nations. 
  
To conclude. Islam has clearly adopted pagan symbols which have been lifted straight from 
the pre-Islamic worship of idols. It’s also interesting to note that the star it depicts is of the 
five-pointed variety. While this might be atheistically pleasing it raises an interesting thought. 
Islam strives continually against Judaism. One is popularly depicted by a five-pointed star, 
the other by a six-pointed star. In the eternal view of things it seems that the five-pointed star 
will always war against the six-pointed one until the Messiah returns. 
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APPENDIX 2 
  



  

Islam and Jesus 

  

'Isa, the Muslim Jesus  

by Dr Mark Durie 

"The word Christian is not a valid word, for there is no religion of Christianity according to 
Islam". Today we increasingly hear and read that Christianity and Islam 'share' Jesus, that 
he belongs to both religions. So also with Abraham: there is talk of the West's 'Abrahamic 
civilization' where once people spoke of 'Judeo-Christian civilization'. This shift of thinking 
reflects the growing influence of Islam. 

These notes offer some information and reflections on the 'Muslim Jesus', to help put this 
trend in its proper context. References in brackets are to the Qur'an. Numbering systems for 
the Qur'anic verses are not standardized: be prepared to search through nearby verses for 
the right one. 

Islam the primordial faith Islam regards itself, not as a subsequent faith to Judaism and 
Christianity, but as the primordial religion, the faith from which Judaism and Christianity are 
subsequent developments. In the Qur'an we read that Abraham 'was not a Jew nor a 
Christian, but he was a monotheist, a Muslim' (Âl 'Imran 3:66). So it is Muslims, and not 
Christians or Jews, who are the true representatives of the faith of Abraham to the world 
today. (Al-Baqarah 2:135) 

Below are the views staunchly held by Muslim scholars. You will readily see how they differ 
from the Bible, the True Word of God 

“The Biblical prophets were all Muslims” 

Many prophets of the past received the one religion of Islam. (Ash-Shura 42:13) Who 
were these previous prophets? According to Al-An'am 6:85-87 they include Ibrahim 
(Abraham), 'Ishaq (Issac), Yaqub (Jacob), Nuh (Noah), Dawud (David), Sulaiman 
(Solomon), Ayyub (Job), Yusuf (Joseph), Musa (Moses), Harun (Aaron), Zakariyya 
(Zachariah), Yahya (John the Baptist), 'Isa (Jesus), Ilyas, Ishmael, Al-Yash'a (Elisha), 
Yunus (Jonah) and Lut (Lot). 

The Muslim 'Isa (Jesus) 

There are two main sources for 'Isa, the Muslim Jesus. The Qur'an gives a history of 
his life, whilst the Hadith collections - recollections of Muhammad's words and deeds 
- establish his place in the Muslim understanding of the future. 
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The Muslim view of 'Isa (Jesus) in the Qur'an 

'Isa, was a prophet of Islam 

Jesus' true name, according to the Qur'an, was 'Isa. His message was pure Islam, 
surrender to Allah. (Âl 'Imran 3:84) Like all the Muslim prophets before him, and like 
Muhammad after him, 'Isa was a lawgiver, and Christians should submit to his law. 
(Âl 'Imran 3:50; Al-Ma'idah 5:48) 'Isa's original disciples were also true Muslims, for 
they said 'We believe. Bear witness that we have surrendered. We are Muslims.' (Al-
Ma'idah 5:111) 

'The Books' 

Like other messengers of Islam before him, 'Isa received his revelation of Islam in the 
form of a book. (Al-An'am 6:90) 'Isa's book is called the Injil or 'gospel'. (Al-Ma'idah 
5:46) The Torah was Moses' book, and the Zabur (Psalms) were David's book. So 
Jews and Christians are 'people of the Book'. The one religion revealed in these 
books was Islam. (Âl 'Imran 3:18) 

As with previous prophets, 'Isa's revelation verified previous prophets' revelations. (Âl 
'Imran 3:49,84; Al-Ma'idah 5:46; As-Saff 61:6) Muhammad himself verified all 
previous revelations, including the revelation to 'Isa (An-Nisa' 4:47), and so Muslims 
must believe in the revelation which 'Isa received. (Al-Baqarah 2:136) However, after 
'Isa the Injil was lost in its original form. Today the Qur'an is the only sure guide to 
'Isa's teaching. 

  

The biography of 'Isa 

According to the Qur'an, 'Isa was the Messiah. He was supported by the 'Holy Spirit'. 
(Al-Baqarah 2:87; Al-Ma'idah 5:110) He is also referred to as the 'Word of Allah'. (An-
Nisa' 4:171) 

'Isa's mother Mariam was the daughter of 'Imran, (Âl 'Imran 3:34,35) - cf the Amram 
of Exodus 6:20 - and the sister of Aaron (and Moses). (Maryam 19:28) She was 
fostered by Zachariah (father of John the Baptist). (Âl 'Imran 3:36) While still a virgin 
(Al-An'am 6:12; Maryam 19:19-21) Mariam gave birth to 'Isa alone in a desolate 
place under a date palm tree. (Maryam 19:22ff) (Not in Bethlehem). 

'Isa spoke whilst still a baby in his cradle. (Âl 'Imran 3:46; Al-Ma'idah 5:110; Maryam 
19:30) He performed various other miracles, including breathing life into clay birds, 
healing the blind and lepers, and raising the dead. (Âl 'Imran 3:49; Al-Ma'idah 5:111) 
He also foretold the coming of Muhammad. (As-Saff 61:6) 

'Isa did not die on a cross 

Christians and Jews have corrupted their scriptures. (Âl 'Imran 3:74-77, 113) 
Although Christians believe 'Isa died on a cross, and Jews claim they killed him, in 
reality he was not killed or crucified, and those who said he was crucified lied (An-
Nisa' 4:157). 'Isa did not die, but ascended to Allah. (An-Nisa' 4:158) On the day of 
Resurrection 'Isa himself will be a witness against pigs, and abolish the poll-tax. Allah 
will destroy all religions except Islam. He ('Isa) will destroy the Evil One and will live 
on the earth for forty years and then he will die'. (Sunan Abu Dawud, 37:4310) The 
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Sahih Muslim has a variant of this tradition: 'The son of Mary ... will soon descend 
among you as a just judge. He will ... abolish the poll-tax, and the wealth will pour 
forth to such an extent that no one will accept charitable gifts.' (Sahih Muslim 287) 

What do these sayings mean? The cross is a symbol of Christianity. Breaking 
crosses means abolishing Christianity. Pigs are associated with Christians. Killing 
them is another way of speaking of the destruction of Christianity. Under Islamic law 
the poll-tax buys the protection of the lives and property of conquered 'people of the 
Book'. (At-Taubah 9:29)  

The abolition of the poll-tax means jihad is restarted against Christians (and Jews) 
living under Islam, who should convert to Islam, or else be killed or enslaved. The 
abundance of wealth refers to booty flowing to the Muslims from this conquest. This 
is what the Muslim 'Isa will do when he returns in the last days. 

Muslim jurists confirm these interpretations: consider, for example, the ruling of 
Ahmad ibn Naqib al-Misri (d. 1368)."... the time and the place for [the poll tax] is 
before the final descent of Jesus (upon whom be peace). After his final coming, 
nothing but Islam will be accepted from them, for taking the poll tax is only effective 
until Jesus' descent (upon him and our Prophet be peace) ..." (The Reliance of the 
Traveller. Trans. Nuh Ha Mim Keller, p. 603). 

Ibn Naqib goes on to state that when Jesus returns, he will rule 'as a follower' of 
Muhammad. 

  

Some critical comments on the Muslim 'Isa (Jesus) 

1. 'Isa not an historical figure 

The Qur'an's 'Isa is not an historical figure. His identity and role as a prophet of Islam 
is based solely on supposed revelations to Muhammad over half a millennium after the 
Jesus of history lived and died. 

2. Jesus' name was never 'Isa 

Jesus' mother tongue was Aramaic. In his own lifetime he was called Yeshua in 
Aramaic, and Jesu in Greek. This is like calling the same person John when 
speaking English and Jean when speaking French: Jesu, pronounced "Yesoo", is the 
Greek form of Aramaic Yeshua. (The final -s in Jesu-s is a Greek grammatical 
ending.)  

Yeshua is itself a form of Hebrew Yehoshua', which means 'the Lord is salvation'. 
However Yehoshua' is normally given in English as Joshua. So Joshua and Jesus 
are variants of the same name. 

It is interesting that Jesus' name Yehoshua' contains within it the proper Hebrew 
name for God, the first syllable Yeh- being short for YHWH 'the LORD'. 

Yeshua of Nazareth was never called 'Isa, the name the Qur'an gives to him. Arab-
speaking Christians refer to Jesus as Yasou' (from Yeshua) not 'Isa. 
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3. Jesus did not receive a 'book' 

According to the Qur'an, the 'book' revealed to 'Isa was the Injil. The word Injil is a 
corrupted form of the Greek euanggelion 'good news' or gospel. What was this 
euanggelion? This was just how Jesus referred to his message: as good news. The 
expression euanggelion did not refer to a fixed revealed text, and there is absolutely 
no evidence that Jesus received a 'book' of revelation from God. 

4. The 'gospels' of the Bible are biographies 

The term euanggelion later came to be used as a title for the four biographies of 
Jesus written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, the 'gospels'. This was a secondary 
development of meaning. Apparently this is where Muhammad got his mistaken idea 
of the Injil being a 'book'. 

5. Most prophets of Islam received no book 

Virtually all of the so-called 'prophets' of Islam, whose names are taken from the 
Hebrew scriptures, received no 'book' or law code. For example, the Psalms are not 
a book revealing Islam, as the Qur'an claims, but a collection of songs of worship, 
only some of which are David's.  

There is not a shred of evidence in the Biblical history of David that he received a 
book of laws for the Israelites. They already had the Torah of Moses to follow. So 
David was not a prophet in the Qur'an's sense of this word. Likewise most of the 
prophets claimed by Islam were neither lawgivers nor rulers. 

  

Biblical prophecy and Islamic prophecy 

are not the same thing 
 

The Biblical understanding of prophecy is quite different from Muhammad's. A Biblical 
prophecy is not regarded as a passage from a heavenly eternally pre-existent text like the 
Qur'an, but a message from God for a specific time and place. A biblical prophet is someone 
to whom God reveals hidden things, and who then acts as God's verbal agent.  

When a Samaritan woman called Jesus a prophet (John 4:19) it was because he had 
spoken about things in her life that he could only have known supernaturally. Christianity 
teaches that Jesus was a prophet, but he brought no 'book': he himself was the living 'Word 
of God', a title used of 'Isa in the Qur'an. 

By no means all prophecies referred to in the Bible became part of the Biblical text. The 
Bible consists of a wide variety of materials originally written for many different purposes, 
including letters, songs, love poetry, historical narratives, legal texts, proverbial wisdom as 
well as prophetic passages. These are regarded as inspired by God, but not dictated from a 
timeless heavenly book. 
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As prophetic history, the Qur'an 

contains many errors and anachronisms. 
 

The claim that Jesus was not executed by crucifixion is without any historical support. One of 
the things that all the early sources agree on is Jesus' crucifixion. 

Mariam the mother of 'Isa is called a sister of Aaron, and also the daughter of Aaron's father 
'Imran (Hebr. Amram). Clearly Muhammad has confused Mary (Hebr. Miriam) with Miriam of 
the Exodus. The two lived more than a thousand years apart! 

In the Bible Haman is the minister of Ahasuerus in Media and Persia (The Book of Esther 
3:1-2). Yet the Qur'an places him over a thousand years earlier, as a minister of Pharoah in 
Egypt. 

The claim that Christians believe in three Gods - Father, son Jesus and mother Mary - is 
mistaken. The Qur'an is also mistaken to claim that Jews say Ezra was a son of God. (At-
Taubah 9:30) The charge of polytheism against Christianity and Judaism is ill-informed and 
false. (Deuteronomy 6:4, James 2:19a) 

The story of the 'two horned one' (Al-Kahf 18:82 cf also Daniel 8:3, 20-21) is derived from 
the Romance of Alexander. Certainly Alexander the Great was no Muslim. 

The problem with the name 'Isa has already been discussed. Other Biblical names are also 
misunderstood in the Qur'an, and their meanings lost. For example Elisha, which means 
'God is salvation', is given in the Qur'an as al-Yash'a, turning El 'God' into al- 'the'. (Islamic 
tradition did the same to Alexander the Great, calling him al-Iskandar 'the Iskander').  
 

Abraham 'Father of many' (cf Genesis 17:5) might have been better represented as 
something like Aburahim 'father of mercy' instead of Ibrahim, which has no meaning in 
Arabic at all. 

The Qur'an has a Samaritan making the golden calf, which was worshipped by the Israelites 
in the wilderness (Ta Ha 20:85) during the Exodus. In fact it was Aaron (Exodus 34:1-6). The 
Samaritans did not exist until several centuries later. They were descendants of the northern 
Israelites centuries after the Exodus. 

Many Qur'anic stories can be traced to Jewish and Christian folktales and other apocryphal 
literature. For example a story of Abraham destroying idols (As-Saffat 37) is found in a 
Jewish folktale, the Midrash Rabbah. The Qur'anic story of Zachariah, father of John the 
Baptist, is based upon a second-century Christian fable.  

The story of Jesus being born under a palm tree is also based on a late fable, as is the story 
of Jesus making clay birds come alive. Everything the Qur'an says about the life of Jesus 
which is not found in the Bible can be traced to fables composed more than a hundred years 
after Jesus' death. 

Jesus' titles of Messiah and Word of God, which the Qur'an uses, find no explanation in the 
Qur'an. Yet in the Bible, from which they are taken, these titles are well integrated in a whole 
theological system. 

The Qur'an mentions the Holy Spirit in connection with Jesus, using phrases which come 
from the gospels. Ibn Ishaq (Life of Muhammad) reports Muhammad as saying that this 
'Spirit' was the angel Gabriel (cf also An-Nahl 16:102, Al-Baqarah 2:97). However the 
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Biblical phrase 'Spirit of God' (Ruach Elohim) or 'Holy Spirit' can only be understood in light 
of the Hebrew scriptures. It certainly does not refer to an angel. 

Jesus' alleged foretelling of Muhammad's coming (As-Saff 61:6) appears to be based on a 
garbled reading of John 14:26, a passage which in fact refers to the Spirit. 

The Hebrew scriptures were Jesus' Bible. He affirmed their authority and reliability and 
preached from them. From these same scriptures he knew God as Adonai Elohim, the Lord 
God of Israel. He did not call God Allah, which appears to have been the name or title of a 
pagan Arabian deity worshipped in Mecca before Muhammad.  

Muhammad's pagan father, who died before Muhammad was born, already bore the name 
'Abd Allah 'slave of Allah', and his uncle was called Obeid Allah. 

We read that An-Najm 53:19-23 seeks to refute the pagan Arab belief that Allah had 
daughters named al-Uzza, al-Ilat and Manat. (See also An-Nahl 16:57 and Al-An'am 6:100). 

The Biblical narratives are rich with historical details, many confirmed by archaeology. They 
cover more than a thousand years, Jews and Christians for believing in his death. (An-Nisa' 
4:159) 

 Christians must accept Islam, and all true Christians will. 

Christians (and Jews) could not be freed from their ignorance until Muhammad came 
bringing the Qur'an as clear evidence (Al-Bayyinah 98:1). Muhammad was Allah's gift to 
Christians to correct misunderstandings. They should accept Muhammad as Allah's 
Messenger, and the Qur'an as his final revelation. (Al-Ma'idah 5:15; Al-Hadid 57:28; An-Nisa' 
4:47) 

Some Christians and Jews are faithful and believe truly. (Âl 'Imran 3:113,114) Any such true 
believers will submit to Allah by accepting Muhammad as the prophet of Islam, i.e. they will 
become Muslims. (Âl 'Imran 3:198) 

Although Jews and pagans will have the greatest enmity against Muslims, it is the Christians 
who will be 'nearest in love to the believers', i.e. to Muslims. (Al-Ma'idah 5:82) True 
Christians will not love Muhammad's enemies. (Al-Mujadilah 58:22) In other words, anyone 
who opposes Muhammad is not a true Christian. 

Christians who accept Islam or refuse it. 

Some Jews and Christians are true believers, accepting Islam: most are transgressors. (Âl 
'Imran 3:109) 

Many monks and rabbis are greedy for wealth and prevent people from coming to Allah. (At-
Taubah 9:34,35) 

Christians and Jews who disbelieve in Muhammad will go to hell. (Al-Bayyinah 98:6) 

Muslims should not take Christians or Jews for friends. (Al-Ma'idah 5:51) They must fight 
against Christians and Jews who refuse Islam until they surrender, pay the poll-tax and are 
humiliated. (At-Taubah 9:29).  
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To this may be added hundreds of Qur'anic verses on the subject of jihad in the path of 
Allah, as well as the 'Book of Jihad' found in all Hadith collections. 

Christian beliefs. 

Christians are commanded not to believe that 'Isa is the son of God: 'It is far removed from 
his transcendent majesty that he should have a son'. (An-Nisa' 4:171; Al-Furqan 25:2) 'Isa 
was simply a created human being, and a slave of Allah. (An-Nisa' 4:172; Âl 'Imran 3:59) 

Christians are claimed by the Qur'an to believe in a family of gods - Father God, mother 
Mary and 'Isa the son - but 'Isa rejected this teaching. (Al-Ma'idah 5:116) The doctrine of the 
Trinity is disbelief and a painful doom awaits those who believe it. (Al-Ma'idah 5:73) 





  

 

'Isa (Jesus) in the Hadith 

'Isa the destroyer of Christianity 

Muslims believe that the prophet 'Isa will have an important role in the end times, 
establishing Islam and making war until he destroys all religions save Islam. He shall kill the 
Evil One (Dajjal), an apocalyptic anti-Christ figure. 

In one tradition of Muhammad we read that no further prophets will come to earth until 'Isa 
returns as 'a man of medium height, or reddish complexion, wearing two light garments, 
looking as if drops were falling down from his head although it will not be wet.  

He will fight for the cause of Islam. He will break the cross, kill and reveal a long process of 
technological and cultural development. In contrast the Qur'an's sacred history is devoid of 
archaeological support. Its fragmentary and disjointed stories offer no authentic reflection of 
historical cultures.  

No place name from ancient Israel is mentioned, not even Jerusalem. Many of the supposed 
historical events reported in the Qur'an have no independent verification. For example we 
are told that Abraham and Ishmael built the Kaaba in Mecca (Al-Baqarah 2:127), but this is 
totally without support.  

The Biblical account, more than a thousand years older, does not place Abraham anywhere 
near Arabia. 
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The Qur'an is definitely not a credible source  

for Biblical history 
 

The Qur'an, written in the 7th century AD, cannot be regarded as having any authority 
whatsoever to inform us about Jesus of Nazareth. It offers no evidence for its claims about 
biblical history. Its numerous historical errors reflect a garbled understanding of the Bible. 

1. Islam appropriates the history of Judaism and Christianity to itself. 

When Muhammad linked the name of Allah to the religious histories of Judaism and 
Christianity, this was a way to claim them for Islam. In the light of later events, the claim that 
Islam was the original religion, and that all preceding prophets were Muslims, can be 
regarded as an attempt to appropriate the histories of other religions for Islam. The effect is 
to rob Christianity and Judaism of their own histories. 

Consider that many Biblical sites, such as the tombs of the Hebrew Patriarchs and the 
Temple Mount, are claimed by Islam as Muslim sites, not Jewish or Christian ones. After all, 
the Qur'an tells us that Abraham 'was a Muslim'. Under Islamic rule all Jews and Christians 
were banned from such sites. 

2. The place of the Jewish scriptures in Christianity is quite different from 
the place of the Bible in Islam. 

There is a fundamental difference between Christian attitudes to the Jewish scriptures and 
Islamic attitudes to the Bible. Christians accept the Hebrew scriptures. They were the 
scriptures of Jesus and the apostles. They were the scriptures of the early church. The 
whole of Christian belief and practice rests upon them. Core Christian concepts such as 
'Messiah' (Greek 'Christos'), 'Spirit of God', 'Kingdom of God' and 'salvation' are deeply 
rooted in the Hebrew Biblical traditions. 

We note also that Christian seminaries devote considerable effort to studying the Hebrew 
scriptures. This is an integral part of training for Christian ministry. The Hebrew scriptures 
are read (in translation) every Sunday in many churches all around the world. 

In contrast Islam's treatment of the Bible is one of complete disregard. Although it purports to 
'verify' all earlier prophetic revelation, the Qur'an is oblivious to the real contents of the Bible. 
The claim that Christians and Jews deliberately corrupted their scriptures is made without 
evidence, and this only serves to cover up the Qur'an's historical inadequacies.  

Muslim scholars rarely have an informed understanding of the Bible or of biblical theology 
and so remain ignorant of these realities. 

3. Some contemporary Muslim voices on Jesus 

The late Yasser Arafat, addressing a press conference at the United Nations in 1983 called 
Jesus "the first Palestinian fedayeen who carried his sword" (i.e. he was a freedom fighter 
for Islam). 

Sheikh Ibrahim Madhi, employee of the Palestinian Authority, broadcast live in April 2002 on 
Palestinian Authority television: "The Jews await the false Jewish messiah, while we await, 
with Allah's help... Jesus, peace be upon him. Jesus' pure hands will murder the false 
Jewish messiah. Where? In the city of Lod, in Palestine." 
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Author Shamim A. Siddiqi of Flushing, New York put the classical position of Islam towards 
Christianity clearly in a recent letter to Daniel Pipes, New York Post columnist: "Abraham, 
Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad were all prophets of Islam. Islam is the common heritage of 
the Judeo-Christian-Muslim community of America, and establishing the Kingdom of God is 
the joint responsibility of all three Abrahamic faiths.  

Islam was the din (faith, way of life) of both Jews and Christians, who later lost it through 
human innovations. Now the Muslims want to remind their Jewish and Christian brothers and 
sisters of their original din [religion]. These are the facts of history." 

This historical negationism - appearing to affirm Christianity and Judaism whilst in fact 
rejecting and supplanting them - is a lynchpin of Muslim apologetics. What is being affirmed 
is in fact neither Christianity nor Judaism, but Jesus as a prophet of Islam, Moses as a 
Muslim etc.  

This is intended to lead to 'reversion' of Christians and Jews to Islam, which is what Siddiqi 
refers to when he speaks of 'the joint responsibility' of Jews and Christians to establish 'the 
Kingdom of God'. By this he means that American Christians and Jews should work to 
establish shari'ah law and the rule of Islam in the United States. 

 



  

 

Conclusion 

'Isa (Jesus) of the Qur'an is a product of fable, imagination and ignorance. When Muslims 
venerate this 'Isa, they have someone different in mind from the Yeshua or Jesus of the 
Bible and of history. The 'Isa of the Qur'an is based on no recognized form of historical 
evidence, but on fables current in seventh century Arabia. 

For most faithful Muslims 'Isa is the only Jesus they know. But if one accepts this Muslim 
'Jesus', then one also accepts the Qur'an: one accepts Islam. Belief in this 'Isa is won at the 
cost of the libel that Jews and Christians have corrupted their scriptures, a charge that is 
without historical support. Belief in this 'Isa implies that much of Christian and Jewish history 
is in fact Islamic history. 

The Jesus of the gospels is the base upon which Christianity developed. By Islamicizing him, 
and making of him a Muslim prophet who preached the Qur'an, Islam destroys Christianity 
and takes over all its history. It does the same to Judaism. 

In the end times as described by Muhammad, 'Isa becomes a warrior who will return with his 
sword and lance. He will destroy the Christian religion and make Islam the only religion in all 
the world. Finally at the last judgement he will condemn Christians to hell for believing in the 
crucifixion and the incarnation. 

This final act of the Muslim 'Isa reflects Islam's apologetic strategy in relation to Christianity, 
which is to deny the Yeshua of history, and replace him with a facsimile of Muhammad, so 
that nothing remains but Islam. 
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"The Muslim supersessionist current claims that the whole biblical history of Israel and 
Christianity is Islamic history, that all the Prophets, Kings of Israel and Judea, and Jesus 
were Muslims. That the People of the Book should dare to challenge this statement is 
intolerable arrogance for an Islamic theologian. Jews and Christians are thus deprived of 
their Holy Scriptures and of their salvific value." 

Bat Ye'or in Islam and Dhimmitude: where civilizations collide, p.370. 

 



  

The historical evidence for Jesus (Yeshua) of Nazareth 

and his death by crucifixion 

1. Non-Christian sources for Jesus 

Tacitus (AD 55-120), a renowned historical of ancient Rome, wrote in the latter half of the 
first century that 'Christus ... was put to death by Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea in 
the reign of Tiberius: but the pernicious superstition, repressed for a time, broke out 
again, not only through Judea,  where the mischief originated, but through the city of 
Rome also.' (Annals 15: 44). 

Suetonius writing around AD 120 tells of disturbances of the Jews at the 'instigation of 
Chrestus', during the time of the emperor Claudius. This could refer to Jesus, and 
appears to relate to the events of Acts 18:2, which took place in AD 49. 

Thallus, a secular historian writing perhaps around AD 52 refers to the death of Jesus in a 
discussion of the darkness over the land after his death. The original is lost, but 
Thallus' arguments - explaining what happened as a solar eclipse - are referred to by 
Julius Africanus in the early 3rd century. 

Mara Bar-Serapion, a Syrian writing after the destruction of the Temple in AD 70, mentions 
the earlier execution of Jesus, whom he calls a 'King'. 

The Babylonian Talmud refers to the crucifixion (calling it a hanging) of Jesus the Nazarene 
on the eve of the Passover. In the Talmud Jesus is also called the illegitimate son of 
Mary. 

The Jewish historian Josephus describes Jesus' crucifixion under Pilate in his Antiquities, 
written about AD 93/94. Josephus also refers to James the brother of Jesus and his 
execution during the time of Ananus (or Annas) the high priest. 

2. Paul's Epistles 

Paul's epistles were written in the interval 20-30 years after Jesus' death. They are valuable 
historical documents, not least because they contain credal confessions which 
undoubtedly date to the first few decades of the Christian community. 

Paul became a believer in Jesus within a few years of Jesus' crucifixion. He writes in his first 
letter to the Corinthians 'For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that 
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Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that 
He rose again on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he was seen by 
Cephas (Peter), then by the twelve.' This makes clear that belief in the death of Jesus 
was there from the beginning of Christianity. 

3. The Four Gospels 

The four gospels were written down in the period 20-60 years after Jesus' death, within living 
memory of the events they describe. 

The events which the gospels describe for the most part took place in the full light of public 
scrutiny. Jesus' teaching was followed by large crowds. There were very many 
witnesses to the events of his life. His death was a public execution. 

  

4. Manuscript evidence for the Bible and its  transmission 

The manuscript evidence for the Greek scriptures is overwhelming, far greater than for all 
other ancient texts. Over 20,000 manuscripts attest to them. Whilst there are copying 
errors, as might be expected from the hand of copyists, these are almost all 
comparatively minor and the basic integrity of the copying process is richly supported. 

Furthermore, when Western Christians studies the Hebrew scriptures during the 
Renaissance, they found them to agree remarkably closely with their Greek and Latin 
translations which had been copied again and again over a thousand years. There 
were copying errors, and some other minor changes, but no significant fabrications of 
the stupendous scale which would be required to concoct the story of Jesus' death. 

Likewise when the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered they included Hebrew Biblical scrolls 
dating from before the time of Jesus. These too agreed very closely with the oldest 
Hebrew Masoretic manuscripts of more than a thousand years later. Again, no 
fabrications, but evidence of remarkably faithful copying.. 

  



  

Conclusion 

 

Jesus of Nazareth is a figure of history 

Clearly there are events recorded in connection with Jesus' life that many non-Christians will 
not accept, such as the miracles, the virgin birth, and the resurrection. However what 
is beyond dispute is that Yeshua ('Jesus') of Nazareth was a figure of history, who 
lived, attracted a following in his life time amongst his fellow Jews and was executed 
by crucifixion by the Roman authorities, after which his followers spread rapidly. Both 
secular and Christian sources of the period agree on this. 

The primary sources for the history of Jesus' public life are the gospels. These were written 
down relatively soon after his death - within living memory - and we have every 
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indication that these sources were accepted as reliable in the early Christian 
community, during a period when first and second hand witnesses to Jesus' life were 
still available. 

We conclude that any statements about 'Isa (Jesus) in the Qur'an, made six centuries after 
Jesus' death, must be judged against the historical evidence from these first century 
sources, and not vice versa. 

  

Further reading: The Jesus I never knew by Philip Yancey. 

The author of these notes is an Anglican Minister at St Hilary's Anglican Church Kew. He is also a 
senior associate of the Department of Linguistics and Applied Linguistics at the University of 
Melbourne, with the honorary title of Associate Professor, and was formerly head of the Department 
of Linguistics and Language Studies. He has written several books on the language and culture of the 
Acehnese, an Islamic people of Indonesia, and was elected to the Australian Academy of Humanities 
in 1992 for this research work. He served as a member of the Council of the Academy for a term 
during the 1990's. 
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Some Arabic terms 
  

  
  

 

adl   Justice, particularly the social, 
economic, political and spiritual 
manifestations of it. 

Akhra   Life after death; the Hereafter. 

Allah   Originally one of 360+ other gods 
worshipped at Mecca; the supreme 
god of all the Arabic pantheon of 
gods; now the God of Islam. 

Dar-al-Salaam    House of Peace; those who have 
submitted to Islamic rule. 

Dar-al-Harb   House of War; a people or nation 
not yet submissive to Islam. 

fatwa   Legal opinion of Islamic court. 

hadith   The sayings and traditions of 
Muhammad. 

Hadj   The compulsory pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 

hijra   Migration or flight of Muhammad to 
Medina in 622 AD. 

ilm   Knowledge of every kind, that 
revealed and that gained by study. 

Islam   Submission; peace. 

Jihad   Struggle against non-Muslims; any 
earnest striving for God’s ways. 

Ka’aba   Islam’s most holy site in Mecca, 
supposedly built under divine 
guidance by Abraham and Ishmael. 

 

Kitab   Arabic for “book” 

Khalifa   Trusteeship; care of all things in 
creation. 
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Mahdi   The Islamic concept of a “forerunner” 
as opposed to Messiah. 

Mansukh   Islamic teaching that the Hebrew and 
Christian scriptures are obsolete. 

Muslim   A follower of Islam and worshipper of 
Allah. 

nafs   The soul or desire. 

Ramadan   Period of fasting and prayer. 

salat   The daily obligatory prayers. 

Shariah   Literally “the path to the water”; 
Islamic moral code. 

sira   The life of Muhammad as recorded 
by 45 scribes. 

Sunnah   Together the Sira and the Hadith 
make up the Sunnah, which is the 
method or path every Muslim should 
model himself on. 

Quraysh   A tribe supposedly descendant from 
Ishmael and to whom Muhammad 
belonged. 

Qur'an   The holy Book of Islam, meaning “to 
be recited”. 

ummah   The global community of all Muslim 
believers. 
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